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Right Honourable : 
annum [crc ;5 2 CmmMm ſlander that 
FW hath been raiſed, and vile aſ- 
perfion that hath been, and ſtil 
"ll z caſt upon the wayes of godli> | 
| 1}; neſt; That they diſenable mens 
GESCr=BA3 ſpirits, (which Salvian com- 
| plained of eleven hundred years ago, Si quis ex | 
nobilitate converti ad Deumeap*rir, ſtatim | Sal: I: 4. de 
honorem nob1licatis amittit : O quantus in | guver. De. 
Chriſtiano populo honor Chrilti eſt,ubi Re: 
ligio ignobilem facit  ) That they make men 
rigid, melancholy, fowre, uncivit; That they dull 


their parts; That they take them off from the de- 
p ® I lights, 
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| delights of the things in the world 3 T hat-if men | 


| take up the ptwer 'and ſirieintſs of "them, they 
muſt reſclve never to keep any correſſogtdente 
| with their friends, who ave of rank :an4 quality |. 
1 the world; andthere fore, altkongh thuſe who! 
| have little 6f the warld, and. little'to ay in the 
| world, may live frridt lives, yet it is not fer ſuch | 
3 who 'are born to great things, Wheſe Torgurtss | 
are raiſed higher then other mens, who bave | 
refereyces to niqny' of udlity apd place} it tan-"} 
not be expeciedthet they ſhould be ſofixgd:,-this | 
- | needs hinder | oe in wy ward actonie | 
i ſpments; 1f they begin to tate Juch 2 courſe, } 
7 is RR a, he = # every wh, 1 
aÞ be feerts ſucks they ave" Andyhng any dre | 
ta1 petied tobe evils lejtrboj-fentd've themed. 
tile; as Salvian complain of his time, Mali co- | 
funtur cfſ{n2 viles habeartue:* 4 notable 
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i | \ ſpeech of bis fully ſuitable ro owr times. The firſt 

Rar | cl ſ-ruance( that I; remember) TI: b:d' of this || 
Fe | place in: $alvian,', was from your Lordſhip's 
| | own. havds, ſkiing tits me in him ,"4as' dpi ex+ | 
MS | 1refean tharyur Lordſhip di mmch \afitied | 
k 4 | | #ivh. - But theſe. men. dee ror. confier; boy © 


wp mech they ſteak againit themjaives ; were» this 
+ true, it were a ſnare ,@ Jyagentejtr fo te raifed 
in utward,excelenciesgbove' others. No; at 
2 OIET 4 not honoun , 1hey are n8t riches, parts, digni=! 
ba 1 ties, that-kider Codlineſs, t the ba ſeneſy and 
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it | oriupionefmow-Spiris ; ini gegen of | 
0 -- | theſe, that hinders: G edlizeſs raiſeti the excel- 
:. : ; | {encies of then it draweth out: the chief goad | 
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| Honour , 


| have «@ bleſſed Conjunttion ih your Hows, 
Godlineſt is a the enameling of Pearles it thoſe} 


Pon you ſo publick, and worthy an infirument of 
| hes: Who is it that looks #upon you, and ſees yo ur | 


'D: of ape 
to Fr be the ie the falſe 
melice impietythere-is in this evil report Flor is { 
brought up "oy | the good and'bl fic ed go *; 


.. Mulice + ſee cannot but aolnalat; 5 
that Godlineſſe in the ſtrifineſt of "it; jr 
tural excellencies in the eminency of. this 


olden natural endowments with whith G OD 
L ory mercifully and plentifully enrithed you 

Aud- were it but for this ſervice onl GO! D 
antd bis Chureh,- convincing World of 


- ca perf of 'r | Fm I may ſpeak 
ihon. FattergdH y that ever) 
you were born; and EI _ thoſe who 
| know your. Lordſhip will Tuſtifie we '3n that P 

ay. 
ji Is this -GOD hath honoured your 
Lordſhip exceedingly , were there no other end 
for which you jtill live in ſuch a Generation as 
you doe, but onely this; yet in this you. have 
great cauſe to bleſſe your ſelfe jy God, and 
in this great | honour he hath put upon'you, to 


' Wayes , but miſt confeſſe, Now I ſee that tries, 

' neſſe and Power of Religion may flandygith « 

| mojt generous fweet » amiable, courteous de. 
| Wear; 3 I ſew it raiſeth and enobleth pete 
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and though it beuiſheth baſe end ſordid plex- 
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ſures, which are beuea ih the_Dignity. of a 
1 hdr wore of true Nobility and Ges 
nerouſueſſe 3 yet it knows how to make uſe of 
the Delights 'that GOD effards in this 


| World, and orders aud guides them ſo, as byit 


they ave exjozed with a double ſweetneſſe , far a- 
bove that which athers find. £3 7% 
end yet jurther , there are. twa mare bleſ- 


ay, (though much in{eriour )iu ay thing,wbere 
ood may be done : and yet afirong , unmoveg+ 
legfledjaft, reſolute Spirit againſt that which 
is evil; It was the high commendation that 


Magnes & Adamas, 4 loM-ſtone inbis ſweet 
gentle drawing natare; and yet an Adamant in 


were evil, 

The other is this , ( which makes allbeauti 
ful and lovely indeed) thoxgh G O D bath rats 
ſed you high iu birth, in abilities , in the efteews 


humility of your ſpirit , ſores beautifully the- 
row all, magifeſting it ſelfe in much gentleneſſe 


cellexcy. 

' eA man of underſtanding u of an excellent 
Spirit , ſaith Solomon, Proverbs 17. a7. the 
word in the Originall is , A coole Spirit, In 
alto poſito non altum ſaperedifticile cit , & 


omnino 
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ſed conjectures which adde much bonour to you; * 
| the one i @ facile yeeldableveſſe of Spirit to a5 


of men both good and bad: yet the luſtre of the | 


and meekneſi;and this is the height of all true ex» | 


Nazianzen gave of Athanaſius, that be was | 


hys reſolute fiaut carriage againil thoſe who |- 
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| omnino inuficatum: ſed quantoiw ufitatius, 
tanto gloriofius,'faith Bernard, Eph. 42. The 
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Lard carry on” your truly neble and generous 
Spirit , that 'you "may long bold forth the pow + 
er," beauty and- excellency of his grace. Let 
the beight of all your defignes be, to lift up the 
| Name of the great God, 2 Corinth, 5,9, We 
labour , ſaith ' the Apoſile,, whether preſent 
or abfent, tobe accepted of him: The word 
trauflated , Labour loſeth the Elegancy of 
it, it is Quaoriuiuede, we love the honour of 
it ; it is ſuch alabour s weac it our ho- 
wour and glory: We are ambitious ; to have 


bition ; whereas the ambition of other men i 
low and baſe : In{glix progſus ambitio, quz 
ambire magna non novit, ſ#7#h Bernard, 4c* 
count your ſelfe bleſſed when your "God is bleſ. 
ſed.Tt was the bleſſing of Shem, Genefis 9.26 
Blefſed be the Lord God of Shem ; the chief 
of Shemgs bleſſings was , that his Lord God was 
bleſſed, 


| - That which1 ſeek. is to engage your Lords, 


ſhip for G O D, 2nd toftir you upto anſwer 
| fully the efteem the expectations that men have 


| truth. 

And yet this T deſwe your Lordſhip would 
confider, (as I kyow you dee) that Religion # « 
| gre ater honour and ornament to 0u, then you 
areto it, it doth and will more honour you, 
| then 


high defignes for God , is a holy and bleſſed am- | 


of you , whoſe eyes are upon you 4s 2 publick, | 
bleſſing, and an ornament to the profeſſion of the 
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ul, beheld int, your ſelſe, and your: Lao] 
| th *bonozyed 16h hight 


1unour,: 
evo that fitceth upon th 


after thats be ſaw Cirift with bis Crown wpen. 
FIEN fore x conquer ingzand to conquer, . 
_y «2 
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amd 


at mercies might we expeti, did we 


res Spirits , more generally in the great ones 
of the earth? did-we ſee the Elders\and Nobles 
caſting down their - Crowns before the.. Iv | 
of the Lamb, willing to deny all thejr tory , and 
excel encies, aud eſtates, for the TE mea the 
glory of Feſus Chriſt ? 
| . Certainly. God. bath great pw o to doe in 
this latter Age of the World 9, nd he is @ God 


he raift ng mens Spirits to 
and more _ defi eſigytes , they now » we 

oo 2 hw hoy $3.10 
i he - obſerving. the. rravie and WW orke of 
voſt - pretious Hoble Sririt ( Right Hos | 
ble): put -yie upd! the Thoughts of this 
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ever. ;- when his trme cones”, hop ſoon will 
FRY ATRNg: be," 


for the, 'mlarging my Meditations 
( next. the Scripture ) was that. which 3; 


with whom there is as great abundance of, $; pie | 


yent 3 - Ve chiefeft Booke that I moni | 
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ſee GOD raiſing up truly Noble and Genes | 
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| higher nature thay the common droſſie comforts 


The Epiſtle b- 


luſtre and beauty , ſparked that Light , that 
| Preeneſſe, that Strength, that Publickneſie, 
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AM 


_—_— 


and loved; #nd that deſervelly, in the 'efteeme | 
and hearts of all who know Her and the 'Trath, | 


John Ep. 2. V- to 
Such graciom Principles "appeared in your 
Spirits, ſuch Divine Rules by which you were 


guided, thoſe high and noble employments in | 


which yee delighted, thoſe bleſſed qualificati- 
ons , which as ſo many Diamonds in their 


that Holineſſe, &c. Thoſe -comforts of a 


of the world, that you choſe to your ſelves, to 
ſatiafie your Spirits in, and found content» 
ment in the injoyment of 3 that cauſed the di- 
lating of my thoughts about theſe things , 
and now making known themſelves publickly, 
they crave patronage frem your Lordſhip , 


who have heen the originall from whence they 
Came. 

And here I humbly preſent them to your 
Honour, aud to your vertuous aud Noble La-. 
dy, as a Glaſſe wherein your-ſelves , and others 
may ſee the frame and workings of your ſpirits. 
I dare ſay, that a!l who know you,and know that 
Thad the happinetle to be ſo neareunts you, 
and to have ſuch intereſt in you, will ſay,” that 


| Thad my ay help in this Argument from 


your ſelves; fo that if any fhall be at all afftefed 
my ending of theſe few Notes-of mine , I may 
ſay to him , as was ſaid once to one who was de» 
lighted in hearing an Artificial imitation of 
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| Dedicatory. 

the ſweet note of the Nightingale z What if 
you heard the Nightingale her ſelfe? So 5 
What if you ſaw the wor kings of the gracious» 
ſweet Amiableneſf, true Nobleneſl, Generouſneſs 
| of ſuch Spirits themſelves? Such a fight T bleſs 
| God I have ſeen, and I ſhal endeavonr to ſtir up 
others to blefl God with me for it. And now that 
I might have occaſion to,make an Honorable and | 
thankful mention of your Names, I have preſums- 
| ed to make my private thoughts oublick to the 


humbly craving pardow for this bold attempt,and 


| 


| world, and to preſent them to your Lordſhip, |. 


| ſo reſting, [- 


| June 30.1638, 


| 
Your Honours in all humble! 


| and due obedience, 


JER« BuRROuUGEHEs, | 
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kt Ti ſhake 21s not the houre of rem mes | 
, for 


| ill day y. 
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EE CECAN, 
READER. 


g_H E Church on Earth 1 ever-| 
' militanity continually affauls | 
ted bythe Dragon, . and his fie! 
Angels; their Fower and po» 
' licie are onely improved. as | 
\ gain it. The Sctipturetes| 
{iis6f Princhdales, Powers , Rulers of darks | 
Mes s ſpiritual Wickedneſſes in igh Places, | 
hich are the een of the, d-of this 
World , appointed to doe miſe eſe; I tels | 


_ 


[us ofthe Method ,Devices,Wiles,and Depths 


of Saran,of Errors, firong pcluſions, damna-] 
ble] Herefics, and DoQrines of Devils,which 
areto deceive « Through Satan and his In- 

ments many are womb, many decei« 


—_—— 


Foundation of the Church and Kingdom | 


val ie the World ? It is behoovefu 
ooke anto our Spirits z if they beenot 


{boa and graciouswe | ſhall faint in the e-| 


Thi s Book diſcovers what a choyceand; 


gracious | 
| 


Jeds in this ,a$ in former Ages-Doth not the | - 
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| | andloved; und: that deſervelly, in the 1efteeme 
and hearts of all who know Her xd the 'Trath; \ 
JohnEp. 2,v-r. a 0, 04 
Such griciom ' Principles " appeared in your || 
Spirits, ſuch Divine Rules by which you were | 
guided , thoſe high and noble employments in'| 
which yee delighted, thoſe bleſſod qualificati- | 
ons , which as ſo many Diamonds in their 
luftre and beauty , fpark{ed that Light , that 
_ | Preeneſſe, that Strength , that Publickneſſe, 
that Holineſſe, &c. Thoſe -comforts of | a 
| higher 1atare thay the common droſſie comforts 
of the world, that you choſe to your ſelves, to 
| ſatiafie your Spirits in, and found content» 
| ment in the inJoyment of 3 that *cauſed the di- 
lating of my thoughts «bout theſe things , 
and now making known themſelves publickly, | 
they crave patronage from your Lordſhip , \| 
who have been the originall from whence they | 
Came. | 
And here T humbly preſent them to your- 
Honour , and to your vertuous aud Noble Ls .\þ 
| dy, 45 « Glaſſe wherein your-ſelves and others || 
| may ſee the frame aud workings of your ſpirits: 
I dare ſay, that a!l who know you, and know that 
Thad the happinelle to be ſo neareunts you, 
| ad to have ſuch intereſt in you, will ſay,” that 
| T had my Age \ help in this Argument from 
| your ſelves; fo that if any ſhall be at all affeBed 


mreating of theſe few Notes:of mine, I may 
ſay to him , as was ſaid once to'one who was db» 
bghted in bearing an Artificial imitation" of. 
wan the ; 
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| © Dedicatory. 


the ſweet note of the Nightingale ; What if 
you heard the Nightingale her ſelfe? So 5 


What if you ſaw the workings of the gracious, 
ſweet Amiableneſ, true ps A Generouſn 


{ of ſuch Spirits themſelves? Such a fight I b/ 

a have ſeen, and rp ae ati. ap 4 
others to blefl God with me for it. And now that 
I might have occaſion to,maks an Honorable and 
thankful mention of your Names, I bave preſume 
ed to make my private thoughts oublick to the 
{ world, and to preſent them to your Lordſhip , 
humbly craving pardos for this bold attempt,aud 
ſo reſting, 


June 30.1638. 


, 


Your Honours in all humble: 
and due obedience, 


Jer. BukRouGcnes, 
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| us to Jogke anto bur Spirits ;Ifrhey beenot | 
| Ps and gracious, 


FEE of 


H E Church gn Fab cyer. 
F filicent, coi 
F Angels their Fower and p >| 
' Ticte are onely i improve ae | 
gaink ir. 'The Scripturetels 
5, Powers, Killers of the - 
Huall Widkedueſſes in high Places, 
"Officer: o the, od - of this 4 | 
* ppdineed' to doc IO pos tel 
| Wes evices, Wiles.an Si 
be Saran,of Errors, Rrong Delufions, ana | 
It Herefics, and Dodrines of Devils,which 

to deceive Through Satan and hisIn- | 

ents mafiy are wounded, deceie 
48 this, av informer Ages h not the | | 
dation 'of the Church and rk om 
"of Chriſt take ?Isnot thehoure of tempra- | 
[Hon upon the World ? Ir is behoovefu for 


c ſhall faint in the c> 
day. 
I his Book. diſcovers what a choyceand, 


gracious k 
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/ four, 
when he took ic INT that they. 


| 


oebe Incleed to look about thee, if Miſe. 
{Artthou indued with fuoh a ſpirit as here 
thou mayeſt finde 2. coing the World, : 
in H: I1;or in thy Fleſh, that. pwnd 
= thee 3 as Chriſt himſelf, t 
ure ſuch crafſesand Contra lid wa iy. 
ners, as thefe timzs zr: bigge with; th 


toblood, if G.OD ſhalcal xn | 
What excellency. of ſpirit wi Pads Few, 


from goin? up to Feruſalem , Where he Was 
bu genk qe Fel afflikions Os me. e. 
you toweep and bre echny Heart? faith he,,for 
1 am ready #0t to be bound ongly, but alfo to M 
at Jeruſalem for the name 6 * the Lord 7 

| Cbrift, Moſes refuſeth aft: called hd 

of Pharadhs Daughter , th 4 ough himſel 


come to the "Kingdom by4t,and C hiaſeth w 
i&ions rather with the people of God, 
ne would natb:com: anEs ptian,thoug j! 
he Rozal Stem ; bur abide 'an Hebyomp 
ha w:r2 Abomination to. the Eg ypti: us; 
Hz knew, that the re zproack, of the Mem- 
bers did redound to the head, and -wou! 
be w:ll- rzcompznced” by .him 3And thene= 
fors he will ſuff-r affliions ; and efteem 
thr: roproachey. of Chriſt above all-che erea« 


ſhalt defpiſethe ſhame, and be.able to refit | 


ſom? of his. Poſtcrity might ae hap kN 


fures | 


94 oy 


"ny 


. 


a Wwe w<+ Wd ac a as — $$ aca FLY at. AC =A—__ At _— _—_— — 4s -—_ = 


_ to the Reader. 
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of Eeypta ypt,a greater patrimony ſzith Ambroſe. 
$0 baſe arc key Fodele: mthis Age, = 
ry had rather cenſure then trace his pra« 

"8 | 

Scaliger telsof a Tree, towhich when a 
man-cometh , Rames conftringit ; but when 
hedeparts, R amos pandit. Too many arclike | 
thistree, when any Miniſtets or Chriſtians, 
that have the reproach of ay upon them, 
come near them,and have to deal with them 
let pr: ag gw engagements be what 
they will, chey ſhrink up .themſclyes , arc 
troubled, ſadded,and perplexed, thinking ir 
diſgrace unto them to have to do with ſuch; 
but when they are gong theri their hearts dis 


late again, and their faces grow pleaſant : 

ſuch an adultergus generatiori there is, that 

'| 8 are aſhamed of Chritt in any of his poor re: 
7: | || proached, deſpiſed members; and not onely 
i | J] aſkamed,bur 1ike that plant called theTartes 


rean Lemb, which in (liape and proportion 
anſwers the Lamb,but gazeth and eateth up 
the graſſe round about it, ſiiffering no green 
thing to be near: And theſe m2ns are Lambs. 
in (bapc,but cating up every green thing that 
is near unto them,Pſal. 24. 4. They eat up my 
people as bread; they arc the food their malice 

feedSupon. AE | 
- It is obſerved, the Pope was ſo bubeand 
hot againſt Luther, that he negle&ed tolook 
toall Chriſtendom againſt the Turks;z ſuch | 
baſeneſſe was in a Popes breaſt,that he could 
| ; B ealter 
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, corporal ſouls have ſuc 
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eaſier have digeſted Mahumatiſm , then Lu 


theraxiſm ; and may we not think that the} 
Alcoran would be welcom to thoſe Confeſ- 


ſors, who have enjoyned their burdened in 
conſcienceto burn their Bibles for penance ? 
this, ſome living know to bea truth. There 
is much baſeneſs inthe ſpirits of men, and 


upon little occaſjon it vents it ſelf, Doeg 


had a malitious murderous ſpirit in him, 
and ſpared not thoſe that ware the Laien E- 


| phod. The rich man, Luke 12.19. was all 


for earth, and nothing for heaven. A great 
man finding his tickneſs increafing, cauſed 
his bed to be made between, or upon his 
Coffers, where he had much geld; a Lord 
cameto him, and wiſhed him to goto his 
chamber, and not 'lie there ; his anſwer 
was, lam well where Fam, ſo long as I can 
tarry, for T am near unto my friends, mean» 
ing his Coffers and his gold. What droflic 

5 men ? The Gade- 
renus drove Chriſt out of their Countrey 3 
they eſteemed their Swine above a Saviour : 
Demas embraceth the preſent world, Anani- 
4 and 5 2pphira reſerve a portion for them- 
ſc}ves: ſuch ſpirits ever have been, and will 
be in the world. Spirits they are as much 
beneath common reaſon, as thoſe mention- 
ed in this work are aboveit. Ic is choice,not 


common ſpirits, that will honour God in| 


ltormy times. 
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Had not a choyce and excellznt {pitir been 
in Nebemizh,che plots and practiſes of the e- 
nemies would have daunted him; but take 
a View bf his ſpirit; ſhould ſuch a man as I am 
flet® And who is there,tat being as.T am,would 
go Ito the Temple to ſave his life ? F-ywpil or go 
in, Hz had a good caulc, a good conſcience, 
a good God , which advancel4 his ſpirit tv 
ſuch refolvedn2ſs., thathe would not takes 
Sanctuary, and difparage cither of them by 
his fear or faint-heartedneſs; when ke 
ſaw the ſabbath prophaned , he hid not his 


bles abour it. 


Children? Could Nebucadnezzars greatne's, 
manJatcs, threats of the fiery Fornace, force 
their ſpirits to falſe worſhip? Be it known un- 
to thee, O King, that we will not =” thy gods. 
Here they did ob:diently difod:y, *znow- 
ing chat nothing plzaſes God, but what he 


-| hath commanded in his Word: they would 


not deliberate in this caſe, We are nt careful 
to anſwer thee,lay they. | 
When any enticements cometa draw us 


from the worth! pof Gol, we {hold ftop our 


ear,charm the Cha: m-rs n2ver fo wil-ly- 
Charles the Empzrous, an4two great per. . 
ſons In this Kinzdome,(olliciting King E4- 
ward the ſtxth, to allow his, fiter te Laid y 
Mar; to have Mii: , woulinos lid, but 
bad: them 52 coat.nr, for h2 would fon 
B 2 his 


eyes from it, ut contended with the No- 


What Divine ſpirits were in the thr-e 
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Neh. 6, I '# 


Verl. I, 19. 


Dan.2« 1 s. 


F As Greaſi- 
head Siftcp cf 
Lincoln cv:c-, 
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See Stock in 
his Funeral 
| Sermon, 


bis life , and all that he had, rather then 


| heprayed twice aday in ſecret ; twice with 


7] thatſohemight be fitted to feaſt withChriſtz 


The Epiſtle | 


— 


agree, and grant to that he knew certainly 
to be againſt the truth z the ſuit being yet 
preſſed, he burſt out into bitter weeping,and 
ſobbing, deſiring them to defift. The mo- 
as taſt as he, and told one, that he had more 
in all their bodies. 

Lord Harringtor,who was a man of prayer? 


his ſervants in his chamber,$& joyned at ap- 


pointed times with the family in prayer; he| 
would never be idle, but —_ well, if not] 


religiouſly imployed : he meditated on four 
or hve Sermons every day, retaining 5.0r fix 
in his memory always ; he kept an cxaQt ac- 
count of his life every day,very conſcientious 
of honoring God to purpoſe, in publick and 

rivate ; onthe Lords bh he would repeat 


book before he ſlept, and on the morning of 
that day,he would as hz made him ready,re« 
peat thoſe Sermons he had heard the Lords 
day before, And for the Sacrament, he recei- 


Saturday beforz, ſpending the whole day in 
examination,prayer, and humbling himſelf, 


he gave away the oth. part of his eſtate unto 
the 


tioners ſeeing his zeal, and conſtancy, wept} 
Divinity in his little Finger, then they had 


| Whata choice Spirit was in that young] 


| 
| 


nh the Sermons with his ſeryants before | 
Supper, and write them down in his Night- | 


| 


ved it very frequently, and always faſted the | 


| 


P 


EY %. 
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| to the Keader, 


—L 


the poor, and pious uſes,beſides his occaſio- 
nal charity when he was abroad: Here was 
a choice Spirit, beautified with varicty of 
graces, not unfit for great and mean to pro- 
pound for their pattern. 

Daniel in Babylon would not dcfile hime- 
ſelf with the portion of the Kings meat,nor 
with the wine which he drank; he bad rather 
eat pulſethen defile his confcience. When the 
writing was ſigned,the Lions Den theeatned, 
did he muffl» up his Religion, and ſhrink up 
his Spirit ? he would not ſhut up his wit 
dow , nor diminiſh his prayers, but thrice 
a day prayed, and gave thanks unto his 
- -| GOD, as he did aforetime.Here was a ſpirit 
|forG OD and his ways, and not for the 
times. 

Happily ſome temporizing Politician will 
charge Daniel of indiſcretion + No, it was 
the excellency of his Spirit, that in caſe of 
danger, and that of life, he would not ſepa- 
rate external Profeſſion from inward Faith, 
| when God fhould loſe by it: And what? Loſt 
thou charge him with indiſcretion , whom 
the Scriptur2 commends for his wiſdom ? 
It was a proverbial ſpeech, Wiſer then Da- 
niel, Ezek, 33.3. and his heart did not ac+ 
cauſe him for that indiſcr:tion, when he was 
in the Lions Den : for he ſaith, Inmocency was 
found in him; he was not aſhamed of his 
godlineſs ; that had raiſed him, and he 


would maintain the honour of it, 
B 3 Such 


| 


| 
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and threaten to beare downall. _ 
Fearfulneſſe to appear in Gods cauſe, is a 


.fulncfie;the,more thou haſt of Gods Spirit, 
the more thy.old timorouz cowardly ſpirit 1s 
abated. Matth.g, 16. That is put in to fill 
up, taks from the garment;and when grace 
fl1s up a man,” it takes away. from the al 
man,gthe old bajeneſy, fear and daſtardinels 
in the cauſe of God 3 anda holy undaunted 
reſolution is begotxen in thee to juſtific Wil- 


| dome,although thou damnike thy ſelf« 


Atcording to the fulnefſe of mens fpirits 
arc their carriages, with more or Icfſe conh- 
dence in their undertakings; 1t. Satan bave 
filled the heart,. men will boldly ſerve bim, 


heart,and therefore he fearzd not tolic unto 
God himſelf. Diez ſaith upon the place, Im- 


—— 


and he cices that place, Heſter 7 .$. Duis hic 
eſt qui, implevit cor ſuum. ad, faciendum fi ? 
who is hee that hath filled his heart 2 In our 
Tranſlations, That durſt preſume in his beart 
| to ave ſo 2 Hamans heart was filled with ma». 
 lice,aud that madehim; bold to attempt the 
deſtruftion of all the Jewes; And where 


b- 
F 
] 


Such Spirits haye: true excellency in ghem, 
and are not ſhic :of the wayes or ſervants of 
(50d, when the floods of inquity overflow ; 


part of the old man,und when God puty into 
| his [ arother]new pigtt, that waſtes thy fear- 


god- | 


efcis 5: 3. hy bath Satan filled thy heart to | 
lye unto the, holy Ghoſt? Satan had filled his | 


plere cor alterius eft audacem enum reddere ,| 


| 


| 


ED Le © oo” - A” 
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Y . to the Keeder, 


| double portion: of the ſpirit'of Elijah; and 


|ftand, ſurely were it nvt that I regard the | 
preſence of Jehoſaphat , the King of Judah, T | 


| earth. | 
When a mans heart is filled with Divine |} 


ſtimony, &c. When the power of God is ina 


—— TT rm. 


godlineſs fills the heart, there wil be as ven-' 
| turons and bold attempts for God. Pay! be-' 
ing filled wich the Holy Ghoſt, ſec his eyes 
on Elywes, and ſothundred an4 lightned a» 
gainſt him, that preſently his 'proud maliti- 

tious ſpirit was blaſted. " 

When the heart of man is filled with di- 

vine Truths, it is not the preſence of men in 

higheſt place can daunt it. Eliſha had a 


Ats 13.9, 10, 


didthe greatnolſe or wickednefſe of Feho+ 
= daunt _ pes appeared a Deity in 

is, very ſpeech and Spirit, 2 Kings 3: 14, 
As the Lord of Hoits liverh , before whom | 


would not look, towards thee, nor ſee thee. Hee 
had a fulnefſs of Gods Spiric in him , -thar 
could ſpeak thus to one of the gods on 


inflaence, he fears not the enemies of good- 
neſs,neither isaſhamed of ought accompanies 
godlineſs, 2 Tim. 1. 7, 8: God hath given us 
the Spirit of power , of love, and of a ſound 
mind ; be ut thou therefore aſhamed of the te- 


mans ſpirit, he wil not be aſhamed of the 

Croſs,nor refuſe ta ſhare in the afflitions of 
the Goſpel, 

 Itis the Honour of Religion to have ſuch 

Diſciplesas wil own her,&ſtand far her at all 

_F WS times, 


| 
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| 


| 


| crucified, whom God raiſed from the dead, even 


| whole + This is the Stone which was ſet at 


times, and that with an undaunted courage; || 
Ads 4. $,9,10,11,12. Peter ' was filled with 
the Holy Gloft, and ſaid; Be it kyown wit 
you all, and ll the ptople of Iſrael; that bythe 
Naw of Teſus Chriſt of Nazareth, whons you 


by-him doth this Man here ftand before” y0u 


nought of ' you Builders, &c. And+ after, 
when he and ob were commanded fitence, 
- what faid they ? Jhether it berig bt in dþe 
| fight of God, to hearken unto you more 8hen || 
God, judge yee; For we cannot but fprak the 


| things we have ſeenand heard. 


' Ittsa brand npon Nicodemus,that he 'camc | 
to Chriſt ty night ; and ſo ofthe cheite Ru- 
lers that beſecyed on kim, bur becauſe ofthe | 
Phariſees did not confels him, leſt th 
ſhould be bat out of the Synagogues, Bark, 
was Nicodemus praiſe, for that he had got 
boldneſs to ſpeak for Chriſt, when vilificd, 
though himſelfe ſuffcred much reproach for 
| it: This ſhewed ſome ' exeellency and 
growth in ' his ſpirit , - that he could both 
ſpeak and ſuffer tay Chriſt. | 
So Toſeph of Arimathea 'was timorous, as 
Tobn 19.38. but being filled with grace, He 
| wet in boldly to Pilate and craved the Body of | 
| Jeſus, Mark, 15. 43. With what holy bold- | 
neſſe did thoſe men march through reproa- 
ches, afflitions, and' perſecutions for the 
truths fake? 3 05h 0 
. > . F Rea» , 
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|lictle Treatiſe, & thou ſhaltfind thy droop- 
warmth 


ma 
rable. 


\read 


| pole. Nevv books are like new faſhions, ta- 


-with the pretious Truths 


ing Spirit to receive a Heavenly 
to come u 
thruſting thee forward to & 0 
linefſes 

Wick=dneſs is too bold, and neſs too 


through mens cowardlineſs. 


|- ., Readeryſwallow thou. this Book) as Exc- | 
 [kze{did his RolP) and thou ſhalt be enabled, 
todo as much. nh. fox 
inthis 


thee , and a holy boldnefſe | 
and god- 


ſhame-fac'd; it bath loſt and ſaffered much | 


eſt walk bold as a Lyon through the! 

of a crooked and perverſe generation; 
thou ſhalt daunt Wickednefic it ſelfe , and 
make Religion truly beautiful and honou-' 


. If thou ſhouldeft ſay , This Booke might 
have been kept in, there are roo many als 
3 Tanſwes thee, there uy be many, 

but few to papate. The Seats fulof Water, 
&t GOD addesdaily to ity Rivers and 
howres : Many woutd readlittle, it new 
books were not ſet forth daily. Books doe 
quicken upa drowfic Age to the beſt pur« 


kn up at firſt with affection. 

Notwithſtanding all the Munition of the. 
Kingdom,there is new made daily, Bookes! 
are more needtul then Arms;the one defends 


Read, meditate, and feaſt thy Spirit] 
'| with what thou herein findeft , and thou 


ws 


" ch { 
; ks 
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the body, the:other the ſoul. 7f ehy Spirit be 
cchoyce and right, thou wilt - acknowledg 
this Work ſolid, fpicitual, and ſuch as hi» 
therco thoiz haſt nor met -with many like: 


It, W*25 \*Þ; | 
If Trees be known by their fruit, what 0- 
ther ſentente.may be paſſed upon the Com» 
poſer of it, : but'that he hath profited in the 
School of Chriſt above thouſands; hath had 
a large operation of Gods Spiric in his own 
[: ſoul, attained toa choicenefſe and excellen- 


ſpirits? 5Y 


dor,when thou haſt peruſed this book, whe- 
| cher thou wouldeſt have had it buried inthe 
| dark: Ifhe deſerves a Curſe that with-holds 
Corn, Proverbs x1. 26, thou wilt bleſs God 
| for this Corn the Author hath ſent comar, 
ket,God made him a fountain not tobe ſeals: 
þed up, but to flow:for common good. Veri» 
tatem celare eft aurum ſepelire. In a Fountain 
ſealed, andtreaſures hid , the Author knew 
was little profit. Hehath let outhimſelf to 
advantage thee, taken rhisofffrom his own 


| Spirit to put upon chine, 


Dgehine endeavour to better thy ſelf by 
It,8 if thou getteſt any goodzg ive unto God 
glory; if none,ſuſped thy ſpiric,8 ſpare thy 
cenſures; the Authors yo is above them, 
and counts it a very ſinal thing to be judged 

of 


— — 
. 


cy differenced berwean pretious and baſe 


hall appcatito thy ſelf, Chriſtian Rea« 


_— _— —_— ” 
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Lo 


thon ma 


of mans judgement. My prayers arc, that 


lency of Spirit 1 
thy dayes, that ſ© thy end may 'be comforts 
able and glorious. 


okit much, attain true excel« ' 


- Thy Chriſtian Friend, 


W, Greenbill, 
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they fell] 


oo my ſervant Cu 


peſo | 
2moe xr > * ASPEN Firſt, 4: 
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My 153 "7 ries Tp: | 
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Firſt, Gods commengatign IF IAMT A 


| Tee $-thing6.ot hind: *. 


T He 7 zs my ſervant. 
2 He hath another ſpirit- | 


"3 He tiobl followed ms tf HITTER 


L 


be the (QUOVIRT blefſed! God," and to be 
acknowledged God himſelf: .We ſbould 
not look Fa 4 ne vices to God * oy op dus 
ties OO wo. hy oli as dig- 


in 


ry 
his bis ſervice. | Js mag a pare krager Sn —_— re> 
ward of thoſe wh t of great ajbulay 


on; who wattied\ their robes and' made 
RE the bloodof | the fambe;;"* that; 


d be befearelio ond, and frye hl night 

d day : Apvc. 7. 14, 85, 
, {| My ſervant hewed-bimfſcife to 
my ſervant indeed Þ wit foreverown him; 
eeyerothers did, he continued faithfull 
ith me To-beafervantunioth Lord 55 an 
onour 3 but tobeacknowſedged 
igher; Thave obtained mercy te bg 


-iMy ſetvart Caleb: Caleb izondy i 


Had! ſon USvToFEt's > 
J So 
y be followed theLord fully; 2s wel 


val 


; Some 


" He'is my ſervant. }It is a great honour to] 


Port, Tobe faithfal in 'fervidge gal 
| ja meanorotening ory, Ku ; 
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"No wr” = 
me think that it Joſh at ar thefirft did Ftp 
, although ater 'he did declare | 
kimſe Fell but certainly this had been a 

'preat finof his, to conceal himſelf in] 
fucha cauſe of God} to have Roodas Neutet, 
foe the ſaving himſclf; bs would not have par. 
{ed without ſome ſigni fication of Gods Vit: 
pleaſure apainſthim for chis: Bur Ferſe 30- 
God promiſes _ that he ſhal entey ines 
| the Land cogether with Calebs Others there- 
fore think, that at the firlt Celeb was the 
more forward of the'two in ſpeaking, becauſe 
[he was of the more honourable Tribe, 'one' of | 
| che Tribe of "ogy ay Feſhua was of Epbra. 
in: And beltdes, fo belt Myr Miniſter 
| to-attznd on him, it +. wb be the more ſufpts 
&cd that he might- fpeak ty gratific aſk » 45: 
gainſt whom the people now, murmarec} , be-. 
| Wcaufe of che firvies They w:re brought itito by 
To him. And-befides; others think that Miſes hers 
im; If relates this by Poſe; that Font Weasuſed in 
the-penning'of thts relation,and therefore the 
lefs is ſaid cqncerning 7ofhna, | 
- Anovber ſpirit." The ipirits of the reſt wet | 
uh bale and cowar Hy, » cad, unwarthy {; Cup 
pag ritsy buc che had Pls ſpirit, went not 

vl way: Thiere ts a Dave conceit, fome of the 

| fh [aterptetcrs have of this arbet: Jaan | 

fay they/Cateb and Feſhre, when they were 
inthe Land,and in their journey, they (aid as 
thereſt'of the Spics did, 'and-concealed their 
- [One of declaring any other opitijon they 

d of the Larid,then the others tiad, and this 
Wihey did for fear of their lives; but when they | 
C2 came 
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| 1y what they thought. Many ſuch 


4 gracious ſpirit, A 
came before Moſes, and the children of, Iſrael, 


then they had another ſplrit, and ſpakk plain 
Itcr 


de amoneft them, |8. 


pretations of ſcripture we 


1 God having given them oycrto the ſpirit of '| 


blindneſfle; | 
He followed we fiilly: wig 'þ 
he words are, He fulfilled to follow me: No- 
thing couldftake him off from me , whatever 
therefore becomes of the reft, he ſhall-poſſeſſe 
the Land,and his ſeed with himz I intend only 
to handl: the latter commendations- of Ce-i 


| ceived the ſpirit of the word faics the Apoltle, 
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leh. 

Firſt, that he was a man of another ſpirit. 
| Secendly,.that he followed God fally; And 
herein firſt, ſeverally 5 ſecondly, in the retcr 
ence of the one tothe other. 

For the firſt, the Point is, 4t is:the excellency 
of godly men to be men of. other: ſpirits, of 
choice ſpirits, differing from the common ſpis 
rits of the world, 1 Cor. 2, 22, VVe have not re- 


but the Spirit which is of God: There isa great 
| deal of difterence between our ſpirits, and the 
common ſpirits of the world; There isa vile 
ſpiritruling inthe world; As Eb, 2, 2-  [; 
it that works ſtrongly and atttvely in the bi 

of diſobedience. But of the godly it may be ſa 
as it was Of Damel, chap, 6. 3: an excellent ſpit: 
it was foundin him; {0 ſurcly an cxcellene(piri 
is found in them, . | 

Herein, 


Z 
CF 


—- = 
_ 
-_- 
a—_ XA ey. a@c _ ac A Ca W. 


PUPELE 11 0 


” . K 
a th. Mt. 4 _— act ——_————— | 


- 4 5 F1 
: - \ £ 
+ 
_ _ o . 
- *; 
- 
+ t_—_ 
. 


1 #: Wheringhe excellencie ot itlies 
| worldly men have baſe corrupt principles, by 


wayes of the world; but the ſpirizs of che god- 


{ pounded, ſet before divers ſpirits, whoſe na” 


|therlooks on them as mean & fooliſh things, 


| ate unſavory to them, their hearts turn awa 

| romthem?- Thais is fromthe ir divers princi-, 
| ples. Whererhe ſpiric is wel principlzd , it is 
| carried on. ſweerly and ſtrongly in Gods: 
| wayes 3 though the natural parts be weak. 
though obje&ions againſt them many,, pres 


4 choice ands precions ſpirir. 


1-4» What this other ſpirit RR dt-3 


Z» Apply it. ; | 
For the firſts it is firſt , a ſptric that hath! 
other - principles , a better principled fpirir 
then theſpiric of the world. The ſpirits of 


which they judg of things, by which thy are 
lead, accordingto which they ſavourand rel- 
iſh whatſoever is propounded to them, The 
vileneſs and power of theſc appears' in the 


ly are ated by divinz, heavenly, holy princi 
les,that carry them to God , rodivine and 
eavenly things; they carry them by a kind of 
natural inſtin&; the frame oftheie ſpirits is ſo} 
principled,that by as it were a natural inftind | 
(natura),, I meanthe new creature) they ſaw 
vour of {piritual and heavenly things; their! 
-hearts work after them, cloze with thenunire 
themſelves to them, find much fweet and con 
tentment inthem, arefaſtenzd and fſerled to. 
them. What is the rcaſon the ſame truthspro- 


tural parts :r2<qual; one ſees much excellzn- 
cy in thenigreecives them, reliſhes themthe o. 
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wonders what men fee and finden them; they 
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| [tences tor evil ways tairc z yet racte divine 
| principles are as a pou, a waighrupon theſe 
| ſpirits, that carries on the foul ſtil} toward 


d:whenall is taid thatcm be againftGods 
waye*, and for finful waycvit will z| it cannor 
bur hold the cqnclufion ; $avely Gods wayes 
are good. Asthat blefſzd Martyr ſaid, I cant 


| diſpure for the truth, but I can die: for the truth. 
| Theſe principles cauſe it not a difputative} 


knowledg, yet a ſavory knowledg. 

<a." anion by moſt fubtil arguments, 
eloquent orations, that whenhe taſts Gwe, is 
bitter; perhaps he cannot anſwer all youſay; 
but yet he knowsthe thing is ſweet: $2 the 
ſpiritprincipled right with grace, having the 


|ſavorr ofthe knowledg;asthe Apoſtle ſpeaks 


| wayesof go 


though many ſabtil wiles of Satan, and'eto« 


rows perſwafions from the wiſdom of the | 


ſh bebronght 10-p:riwade to the contrary, 


et til ic ſayes, Ic is go04 to walk in the] 
bs wt g00A TO Tn one 


nels. | 

Every lite bath principles according to the|| 
nature of it, receivingtoit' felf things ſuits»: 
ble,or turning from things dif; lero-it; 
the vegerativelife according: tothe nature 'or: 
it,'© the ſenfitive,and the rational lite;and the' 


[life of grace according to it. Moſt niens ſpirits] 
|ar2 led by the principles of a ſenſitive life, | 


few liveſo high as: rationab principlesyach 
to. Th: re is a death of the foul: in this reſpeR; 


, on?ly God puts mn by a common work © of 
bis Spirit forme common notions , which'ap- 
{oear in ſome which give but a glinmering 


[lighr,andarevery weak; but where rhe 1ife- of 


grace 
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| things, for the attainingto, and enjo | 
|the higheſt good. Other creatures cs ng 


[rational ; are made for the enjoym 
{higher good, thenis. within. the. 


| les are onely to receive in fuch good things: 
| - are ſutabletothoſe natures , and in them 


|Joy any higher : indeed they are 'of uſe. tog, 


| fuller it doth enjoy ity the moreperfeQed it 
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their own natures, and therefore their Princi-! 


they reſt ſatisfied pr they arc capable of en 
joyment of no higher ; I ſay they cannot en- 


and were made fer that endy. thatthey mighe | 
be ſerviceable. to ſome higher good. 
themſelves; but this they enjoy not. . Thede- | 
ſtru&ion of their natures is the highe& uſe that 
creatures whick.are above themghave of them, 
But the rational. creature was- mdde far 4 
higher good then. is within the,.com of 


its own naturc,and was to enjoy. thisz andthe 


is. Now then, there are remned principles of 
life accordingly to carry theſe creaturcs highs 
& then their own natures to have the fruition 
ofthat good they were made for , and to be 
blefled in the oy_cns it- Now theſe are! 
the priaciores vs wy with Thlebelte other 
ſpirit is.indued,higher above the principles of 
reaſon ,. thentheprinciples of reaſonare w 
boye the principles of ſenſc;and thus ic is ano» 
ther ſpirit. _ 
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was ; rincipal 
1 Vian publi 
cam ne ingre- 
ere A rgumen- 
un eft twrpijh- 
mum eft turba, | 
fayes S.nece. 


|* 'Setondly, it wors 


1a is capable of the knowledye of both , and 
{letigeof both,and working accordingly. Now | 
cy not tomiftake in the rule 

| that I:ads to ctemal life, ® (ee it; and att by 


| zo thy glory, P/.73: 24. A godly mar? thinks it 
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the xxaſonable,” knows eicher its end or rule, 
bitt 13 a&ed by God to that.it was made ſar: 
bat thereaſonable_ creature is of fuch anature 


therefore cannotþe happy without the knows? 
It is a gr<at 
itz'moſt ofthe world miſtakeherc, their ſpir- 


to ſenſe,according to their cwn carnal appre- 
henkion of things, . according - to' their own 
wils, would bave the rule of their ations from 
their own ſpi: its, or elſe according to the com- 
dt courſe of the world,as:Eph, 2:2. That which! 
men blefſe themſelves in;that they got accord- 


apparent arguments that is, that yet they are. 
ſtrangers from the way of life bar the godly, 
they make the Word their rul2,they look up to 


the minde of God, to ſee the beam of Divine | ll 
[. 


wiſdom l:t down from Heaven'tg guide thetn 
in their way 3 they Jook to it for dircRion, 
give themſelves to it, dare venture their com 


guide me by counſel ſayes David, and ſo bring me 


a'mott diſhonorable thing to make the exam 

vlis of men his rules; it is for beafſtsto follow 
the Herd : Examples of men- cannot farisfie 
"ls cenitcience. Agodly man works for cterni- 


its are l1ed'by falſerulers, they go according | 


ing tothe common'courſe is one of:the' moſt 


torts, eſtates, ſafcties, ſouls vyon it:. Thouſhak: | 


by another rule: eyzry' 


| thing is guid tb izs end by ſomeruſe;whict | 
a btim of Gods wiſdom; no creature under 
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| he may look up with comfort for that bleffing 
| of God upon his fervants,1 Sam, 2. 9 He keeps 


|- © Thirdly, axother ſpirit: that is, imployed a» 
| bojt ether things; it is not for mean, baſe ſer, 


TS TRY 
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10us ſpwit- | 
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"ty,and therefore iscarefal to work by rule; as | 
a man when'he works in Myr CON 
cerns his lite, creRs a frame that muſt be for' 
continuance; hemakes ſure of his rule, layes 
often his rule to his work. When God ere&ed 
the frame of the world, which was to laſt bur | 
for a few years, hemadeall ;by waight and 


{meaſure ; The frame of mans ations here} 


mult be for eternity; | and therefore a godly 
man dar=* yenture upon no other rule butthat 


which isdivine;he looks at the Word, not on- 
ly at the notions cf it,and that excallency and 
bexuty he ſees in it, . ſhining a great way off; 
but as a light cohis feet « a Lanterne to his 
ſteps;holds itcloſe tohis feer to Epide him in | 
his going; knowing that every ltep he goes, 
is eithcr to hel,or to Heaven, and this doing, 


the feet of bis Saints. His way islike the way of 
the Marriner,guided by the Heavens, 


L.vices,but ſet on work about high-and honous 
rable employments. As mcn of place and dig- 


ſervent ,incerti 


from ordinary ſpirits; they c-nnot en- 
dureto be imployed#in mean and difhon 
bl: works; no, thoſe fit for mean baſe 
While other mens ſpirits are buſied af 
low, poor things» and arc. conteut:in theſe, 


about'greart affairs of State, the high things of 


45% or ottghtto have otherffpiritg,diffe= a 


| minding nothing. higher ; they are buſicd | 5 


of 


| theKingd: conulrations about,& tranſafticn; 
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curfibus vagan- 
tur,quiſquis Tee, 
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the great buſineſſes of the Common-wealth, It | 
oy 51g ener $1 am >= of Demitiens {pir-| 
| t, who thougha great Emperour , yet bulied 
| himſelf, Na great par of his time in 

catching ot flies; and ſo of Hrjexerxes his ſpir- 
] it, who ſpent agreat deal of time in making 
| hafrs of knives of Box, | | 
1 Thus godly men account it too mean, a; 
{ thing for their ſpirigs to be buſted about Joy 
baſe emrhay ments while the ſpirits of other 
| men arebukied about meat , drink ,. cloathsz 
play, money, luſt, and are taken up in theſe 
poor things, the ſpirits of the godly are taken| 
up in cantemplatien of the glory of the blefſed] 
God,the beauty and high excellency of Jeſus| 
Chriſt, the great counſels of God, in the great- 
]<ft work that ever he did , the work of mans|[. 
{ Redemption, the great myſteries of the Goſ-|f|: 
. | pel,the glorious things of the kingdom of Jed]; 
ſus Chrift;the great things ofcternity,che inte-\i 
reſt they have inallche good in God ,Chriſt,ll 
[ Heaven, about the ſetting out the glory of the: 
bleſſed God in the World , lifting up his 
Name, working together with God in glori.ſſi 
fying himſclf, obſerving Gods wayes in -bis{- 
florious works of Creation.and providengel 
_ | preparingand fitting themſelves for thewl 
.4.flous appearing of the great God z  joyningſ: 
with thoſe. bleſſed creatures, the Angels andif 
[Samnrs in Heaven, ying, praifins, wor- 
Thipping , and adoring the Lord of all; theleF|£ 
are things fit for the ſpirits ofthe godly, they 
are not ſuitable-to theſpirits of the world, at 
Fg 92- 6 A brutiſhman knows not , neil 
th « fool underſtand this: 
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Ml naur God, to/xym ar God in all they did: buc 


on [9s through all creatures, and cloſes with | 
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A godly man ſometimes. may ' be bufi- 
ed in- themean Jow things, buthis ok 
not conteneed, not takenup , not farbsfied in 
thoſe things, . as _—_ objcRs for him, as 
the ſpirits of the world are ,” they art objrats 
adequate to any principles they have : A man 


ſomctimes thar isunderftanding, may condeſ 


cend to ſport with children in low things, but 
theſe take notup his ſpirit 43a te $ 


take content and ſatisfa&ion in fach things, 
it would arguea childifh ſpicie in him; So 
the ſpirit of theworkdlooks at caſc, pleaſure, 
honaur, gaing and SeF in all; it is a Tow ſpir- 
{rin an ill ſenfe, fabjeCcrh not only ordinary 
a&ions, but the beſt things it doth ,* even the 
dutics of Gods worſhip, to baſe, tow, unwore 
| eby ends: Ar theh , the moſtexcellent of. 
| the Heathen, who had the mioſt brave ſpirits 
| the World had in their time, aimed nohigher 
| then to work 2ccordingrto reafon, to 'fatisfie 

the diftates of rational principlegand. a natu-, 
'tal-confciences knew not what it was to ho- 


te {pirit of the godly is a raiſed Spirit, fooks 
atGod and eternity in all ir doch, carries 


|Ged; it accounts theexceMlency of what it is, 
andwhat ithath, to be imorderto God, and 
direts 'whatic dotk to him,and/in this comes 


co whit he hath in him; if indeed ke ſhould 


Fourhly, this ſpiritiscarrird toother ends; 
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from himſelf,and for himſel&No creature can 
| trom God,fo it works- from him, giving him 
{ and thisisthe great worſhip, that God hath| 


| inthat they do, they dive deep, but all comes 


| thelaſt end, there firſt, the beauty, excellency,} 
\ 


| or doth, lies in an abſolute ſubje&ion under 


| not Gods Name: lifted-up: | and fo the excel] 
 [lency and beauty of what others have or do, it 


likebim as may be; it is the glory gt God to|/ 
bethe firſt cauſe, . and laſt end;  andto)work| 


work from it ſelf, but as it hath ics principle 
the glory, and as thefirſt cauſe, and laſt end: | 


from his creature, both in this world,and cter- 
nally in Heaven. 

We ſpeak much of honouriag God, & ſer- 
ving God,and worſhipping ofhim; we donot 
except we dothis; God made the world that 
he might have ſome creatures to work rhus,to 
make him the higheſt and laſt end of all;many 
who have excellent natural parts,are often bu- 
fied about deeper:things then other men , bur; 
their ſp'ritz being corrupt,not carricd to God 


1H 


to nothing; are-like children diving deep in] 
the water,.and bring upnothing bue ſh:ls and' 
gravel. | 

Now where the ſpirit is carried to God as| 


glory of what ever it bath ordeth,, isjudged | 
according to:the reference it hath to Godjit is]. * 
ras, I have theſe mercies, I do ſuch & fuchifl.- 
things; Butis God honored by all ?@IMF * 
things are dead to this ſpirit , where * it ſees] 


God is not honoured by them. it looks-on| 
themas dead things, Secondly, all it hath is 


1 God, to beat his diſpoſe, all things are abſo4 


lutely| 
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|underſtanding, Pro. 9. 19. And a man of ſoch 
|underftandinge is of an excellent. ſpirit in- 


{ly Ghoſt cals ſpiritual underſtanding,Colt.g. 
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Gods glory 4s willed infinitely;nolimir,\ ne: 
bounds {ct to the defires; or- thdeavours of) 
the ſoul after it. Te HET 
Fiftly; this ſpiri t bath other qualifications; 
the ſpirits of the godly are ' glorious within: 
[As it isan enlightned ſpirit; the light:ot 
the glory of God in the face of Jeſus Chritft, 
bath ſhjned'jnro it , and transformed/ it inco! 
the ſame image,Dar. 5.11: They ſaid he was | 
ja man in whom the Spirit ofthe holy Ghoſt 
{ was , becauſe light, and underſtanding, a 
wiſdom was found im hims ſarely the It 


ing, wiſdom is found here, this is tte trac 

light, the light of life, that hath aquickening | 
| power and influence in it. [Fhere is a great 
difference between the ligbe ofthe ſun ſhining 

[in a Garden,and the light oftorches ; thercis! 
the influence of an inlivening power in the: 
one, not in the other; ſuch difference there is} 
between the hgh inthe ſpirits of the wicker) 
men, and the light in the ſpirits oft the godly:; 
it is the knowledg of the holy, that'is crue; 


| deed, Prev, 19.27 This is that which the Ho- 


to diſtinguiſh it from thatunderſtanding that 
is in natural menzthey ſee inco ſpirituaIthings 
after another manner then other men, they 
{ ſeethe reality , beauty, excellency, glory 


lutely ſabjeR to the laſt end. 'Thirdly,where | 
God is aimed "art as the higheſt end , there 


irit 
ofthe living God is heregfor po enipgr py et | 
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{| fpirit; for ſo the word ſignifies that js tranflat-' 
| —_ me with thy royal princely fpi 

| ''x, A free difingaged ſpirit, not enſared 
its of the world; bur a (pirittharis ar liberty, 


_ [notwithſtanding much unquictneſs of their 


of tht, which are hidden fro dro wſic vile ſpit 
rits: the Goſpel is {aid to be amiſtery, Mar: | 
]to rhe Seints,Coli14 26; The Lew andioftintnde | 
{ere ſealed and bound up «mmng/t the diſciplesgEf: 
2.16. The Lord delights to reveal him © 
menofexcellent ſpirits, who' are onely fit to 
cloſe with divine and ſpiritual truths. As none 
eanteach fo as God teacheth, ' Fob 3o. 22, 4b 
none knows thethings of God io as the godly 
doz they behald them as with open face, rhey 
walk on inthe lighe of the faceof God, Pſalm 
$9. 15: their ſpirits clevatcd by ſuch a light 
avis ſuitable to that lighe there is in God 
| himſelf, and that luſtre of his Image that] | |* 
ſhimesin eheface of feſas Chrilt: but the ſpirit] I |! 
of the worldisa ſpirit of darkneſs; cven chat] || |? 
| light which inthem is darkneſs. N |: 
[-- Secondly, itis a free ſpirit; Pſalm 51. 12] | [* 
| Efabliſh me with thy free Spirit , and this frees] | 
dom makes it indeed a tru?, royal, princdly: 


ed in that place, a free ſpirit. The words are 


with baſe carchly ingagements , like the ſpir- 


VÞhere the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty, 
2 Cor, 3- 17. How do the engagements of 
worldly ſpirits miſerably enthral them , ther 
[notwithſtanding convictions of conſcience,] 


a” 0 =, Aa #*© Oo. =. 


[hearts in their way, many.checks , ſecret 
wounds of ſpirit, {inking damps , and fears,| 
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Try is nor to offend. | 


engagements they are ſo miſcrably/{o dange» 
aſhy men te this a wfulboadens, 


hoſe who are godly can reinembe 
ſince their hea 


y a time, 


at Hberty, and now they have cafe;now. Avcee 
qitize, and reſtto their ſpirits. 
| '2: Free trot the bondage of fin; notunder 
the power and command ofitz 'Ithatheoms | 
manided over it ſelf, over its own paſſions; 
not in's baſe ſlavery to Satan, natin ſervile: | 
on to men,not brought under the pow. 
any ereatuife.” It was anotable- free ex» 


potion re blefſed Martyrs ; -Swygins and | 
Becthis , who weretwo great Coutticrybeing 


& 


6fferunto the Id ols, ' they refaſedto'gots the 
Temple, 7 gave this aniwer unts the Em- 


peror;:We,'O boundune 
Fs 2s an earth Fare . 


you,” 
p warfaresyouhave nori 
'overcour foulss, . God only is the | Ton 


(chem. It will roc”be+ forced” 9 any thing 
[that (fs baſes [God leaves the I and e* 
\ſtaees of his ſeryatits to the power  « { men oft 


dimes, but ther ſptrirs are free:- 7t is too baſe | 
rn elf of God'to' plead ne- 
* n& creature can comp?l a- 
nother to fin. ; Pero hath ' an cxcleis| 
exprefſion to this purpoſe; The' ftate of) 


faith doth not admit the alledging a neceſſity 
of finning in thoſe, to whom the only neccfh- 


e thus inſnared ; but it | 
{was the bleſſed work of the Lord'to'ſer them 


A or Chitin, ad rommmded os 


Nos, imperatury} 
ola terrena Mi» 
fatia tabi obſtri. 
&i ſuns, In+ 
Rim 145 mu lam 
tibj jus eff; ia» 
rum Dominns 
eſt ſolus Dems. 
Courzen wle 
ſpeculum, ps 
47- 
Peet, 

at fidei alle» 
| gationem neceſ+ 
ſitatic detin-" | 
quend i, qxibut 
una eft neceſſi 
tas now deiin- 
guendj. Tertul 
de Cor. miltis 
Cap, 11s 
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3: Itisfoec in regard of (laviſh fear, it. 1597 


ble to look-upon the faceof God with. joy, 
Fob 22. 26-: Theu ſhalt have delight in rhe Ae. ; 
mighty _ _- by up —_ to pat go "IO 
-[Scri peaks of 4 ſpirit of fear, 4 ſpirit 
of +49 phe, bot Fobich this Spiric 4p 
at liberty; it can look upon the power , ſove= | 
Caign Juſtice,holineſs ot God, and rejoycein;| 
them; glad*that God is ſo holy and juſt, and | 
that it hath to deal with ſucha God; It hath;{ 
acceſs to hispreſence with boldueſs and liberty of. 
{ ſpeech, Eph.3. 12- as the word fignifics ghere; It, 
hath-{weet and bleſſed freedom in the perfors| 
mance ot holy dutics, is.not. forced and haled, 
to them, doth not take them'up. as rireſome- 
| burdens;Gods Commandements are nac gris« 
youg, they-are not as: fetrers. of iron . but, as. 
\|cbains-..ot- gold for beauty and ornament; 
- + | there isa readineſſe of ſpirit, to whatever is 
good; they are veſſels of honour , ready prer: 
© | paredtoeyery.good works: 2 Tom: 2-21. It 
. | written tn tho volumn of thy book I ſhould. do. thyl fl 
 [wil,and ls T come,Pſalm 40-:7,8. There is a ſuia[ fl 
tableneſsberween the law and the ſpirit; tha} fl 
- © | lawis written in it; never-ſo.in.its clemcentza$ 
-+|when.it is inthe wares of obedience; thers-iz}Þ} / 
not the ſtraicneſs of {pirit as inpther,but here} 
the heart [weetly enlargeth it ſelf,as the Agel 
er that opens it ſelt6.to..the- ſhining; 6 f [fu 
the Sun. . 8d. "+. ho1928 - 
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"Thirdly, 4 ſublime (pirtt raiſed high, by 


yy 
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| © choſt# and a previous ſpirit. 


(pricazll heavenly influences ;ttot ſwellin 
by feicns (pitle that th all earthly things 
Naer fer, -as the holy Ghoſt ſers out the 
Chidrch, Rev. 12. 1, Things received with 
admiration by other ſpirits, it looks on with 
conternpt , as thirigs infinitely inferiour to 
it;za godly mans feet are where other mens 


{hicads ; their heads ; that is; the pitch and | 


hetghe of alt their aitns, is upon things that 


are upan the earth, but the Saints have theſe 
things under their feet. When Valen:e ſent to 
offer Bafil great preferments,eo ecl him what 
a feat man hemightbe 3 Bafi! anſwers, Of- 
{& thete things to children, not to Chriſti-| 
ios.W hen ſortie bad, Stop Luthers morith with 


oe branes One of his adverſaries/anſwered 


is in vainhe cares niot for gold, his ſpirit 
was too tioble and high robe'tempred with 


gold;baſe Tow fpicits would have been taken 


ail Rimes , who fotſook Paulto embrexce this pres 
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fenit world ; but a fpirit taiſed by God is 


[F/adove rherji. 


% 


-ip4 | How was St. Pauls ſpirit above mony f 
[when he ſpeaks of lucre , he cals it filthy 
Were , r Tim. 3. 3. A godly mans fpirir is 


ſuitable to the high dignicics put upon it 

and priviledges it hath, $S aut when made a 
King, had another 1pirit pur itpon him , 
concemning former chings highly eſteemed 


$0 '@.marraifed on high , looks 6a things 
IEbrlow, and they appear {mal things to him; 
TEfo hers Reaſon mthany raife the (pitirs of 


D | men 
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with. fuch things, ſuch a ſpitit as De. | 


| Hem; Germand 
10a beſtia non 
Canieuyant, | 
Melchior AS * 
dam in vita 
Luth: 


k + after —A> ors oe 


Nemdeſt Gigiin: | 
wImine bein ms | 
qui Knum Gem: | 
vetif efſe in v0- | 
/uptaHe+ 110, 2, | 
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Major ſum dF 
ad majora natus 
Tuam ut manci- 
pixm frm corpo- 
r1s mes, Sen.ep? 
$6. | 


Valde proteſta* ? 
tus ſam,me no!- 
© ſic ſatiarj ab 
eo, Melchior A* 
dam in vita 


 Luth, 


Feciſti nos Do- 
mine pro te, (5 
inquietum eſt 
cor noſtrum do- 
nec veniat 

ad te, 


| v1 A graciow ſpirits, 
men aboveth=.common {; eſt; a rational man 
looks at many fivs as/t00.Mean.and ba 
himyfcorns to ſtain hisexcellcncy with 


ſe for 
to xcellency with they]: 
| as the fins .of fenſuality;and glthy luſts. 7; 
chinks him.not worthy the namg of a man, 
that ſpands a whole day in the pleaſures, o 
the fleſh;andSocrates had ſuch a, vile cltzem of 
'(in,as he thinks,it ſhall be one of the greageft 
rorments of oxen. in another life, to, be Ke, 
'andbonnd tothe ſins they moſt delighted in 


here. | 


| . Seneca hath anotable expreſſion to this purs. 
poſe; I -am too great , and born to greater 
things ,then that I ſhould bea [lave to my bo- 
| dy3bur-if Reaſon raiſcsthe ſpirit ſobighow| 
aigh then doth grace raiſe it?This ſpicit cans 
not be ſatisfied with ſmal low things;as it is | |, 
reported of Luther,when great gifts were ſent 


. 


it would not be { atisfiedznothing kura God, 


to him, he retuſed themwith this moſt brave 
and excellent ſpeech, I did earneſtly. proteſty]ÞÞ [; 
that God: ſhould not put me off with theſe] |+ 
things, meaving that he wouldinot be ſatisfied t 
with any thing that was here below. All the f 
things in the world are far from being abk| [7 
| to {: tisfiethis ſpirit;itaccounts all,yea it they [ps 


were a thonſand times more then they are, lf] If, 
but a poor pittance forthe portion of an.im»lf }j, 
mortall ſoul ; it God ſhould make” moreſf | o, 
worlds for it, yet if he givenot himſelf to iy fp, 


4 


an infinite,univerſal,cternal good,can fall up 
the delires of this ſpirtt-Thoubaſt made us 
Lord,tor thy ſelf, ſayes St. Auſtin,& our hearts 
are unquiet till they come unto thee, Je 
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_ _ - @ chnic@'ant{ a+ precious ſpirit, 


thework of abaſe 


have enough * how-baſethe ſpiritot thatnich 
man'blefling himfetf in his goods l/Sowl. take 
thiieraſe,thoubaſt:gopdi1aid. up for many years; 
Witaz were all thote,co\kis ſoul;.to:tehappi- 


 highec defrgnes rhenifo; their delignes mo Teſf: 
cthen:a Kingdbm, yea then God himſelf, Kom: 
247-They ſeekefor:plory;honur; imnortaſity;; e 


- AA.” aa 


ſpire ner 1 
hadbut ſo nuichs/or ſomuch yearlyy lithonlsd | 


neflezofhis ſoul ? Fheſe are Spirits that have | 


Luke 12: 9 


temal tfe.* iT hough they can be-content with 
[irtche:ot the workd for their uſe, /y<tthey can- 
notibecontent.wichopt that goodiand-happi- 
nefle that is intinitehy-f{igher. and bettervthen 


w| all the world for their portion. Azzrdhins 
af} }aid conceraing/his.child2wenGGoapromis | , 
1518 j{ed hima' great war, Ger. 152; Lord, whas 


wilt #0 grve me, ſobng as:l go childleſy? Lord, 
108 {what13'/all the teward 1 can have except 1} 
hbvethis merty,excepr | haveia chtle? becauſc 
the Mkflt1s:was to come our ot his: foyns 3: So 
the! cuil /hene3iÞ Giad thould promiſe it never 
\f [ſuch greac things; "yet Lord,what ate all theſe 
J things ro ment [have not! thy felt ?: All: the 
'gifts that God can'give to: this Spiric will net 
re of [Latisfie it,excepthieigives himſelf tric. As Gad 
vw ina pleaſed with-what weitender iro him, 
except WegivemurieNves to hmnwiSo x godly 
heart is. not \condtented witlt all that God 
gixes to it,cxceprhe: giveshimfeſt-to itz thu; 
berzard: exceeding ſyy=erly, As what 1have, if 
offered | £6 j : thee}, plenſeth nat thee. :Q Lord, 
widhont myſelf ſa thy: good things we bave from 
ther though they may refreſh us, yet they [atisfie 
Wot without thy ſelf. *D 2 Yea 


ol 
Icbf 
hel 


| 


Bern. de armg* 
re Det, 


Sicut mea non | 


t1bt placent 05-1 
latazniftmecumn, | 
fre bonorum tuo- 
rum centemp /a- 
ti0 reficit nos (ed 
nd1 ſatiat, mf 
| tecum. 
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Yea further, the injoyment of Cod is'not 
«; | enough, except they may have a full enjoy«' 
' mentof him; they are-nor ſatisfied , except} 
they be filled with the tulnefie, yes with all 
the fulneſſe of God, Epheſ. 3.19. See a nomable 
example of this in Moſes, Exod-33:12:and{0'} 
on:: The Lord' had done great _ for 
Moſes many ways but beſides1] he had done 
for hich, he told him that he knewhim by 
[ name,& that he had found favor in his light; 
| one wouldhave thoughtthis might have laciG 
fied himjNczMoſes muſt have more, Ver xgc 1 
pray thee if T have found grace inthy hebrew 
| me thy way,t vat T may know thee, & that I may 
findracenn thy ſight: Gad grants him this, 
tels him , Verſe 14- that his preſence ſhall go 
with him , and he will give himreſt hikes 
this will ſotisfie him. Noz' Verſe 16. Moſes 
muſt have y2t more; he muſt have ſuch apre- 
ſence, as the world may know;that God Joh 
£0 with him, and that he and his people are 
eparated people from all the people that 
| areupon the faccof therarth : and verſe 17. 
The Lord ſaith to hjim,. I will give thee this 
| thing alſs that thou haft ſpeken. Surely this 
will ſattsfie him: Noz :Meſes is nct ſatisfied 
| yet: Verſe 18, I beſeech:thee fhew me thy glory: 
| He mult have more of Gbd yet; God grants 
him this alſc', Ferſe 19.” © will make all my 
| goodneſs paſs before thee : And 1o the: Eore 
paſics by him, and 'prodaims his'great]f | y 
and glorious Name befobe hin; | He ThewilhÞ | ox 
hin: fo much 'of his glory:, as he was 'at C| 
to behold- Surely Moſes hath enough now.No#} 
| id 
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a choice" and a precious ſpirit. 
nor yet,Ch,34-9, God muſt pardon the {in of 
his people too, & take him ny them. for his 
inheritance: He muſt; have this fruit, of Gads 
favor, as a higher then all the reſt, Se how,as | 
we may ſo ſay with holy reverence, .he in- 
croaches as it were, upon God, as one' that 
could never have enough ; and yer'this, God 
liked excceding well. Here is a pirit indeed, 
that ignct ſatisfied wich mean and ordinary 
things. In a ſpiritoal ſenſe the godly do ſeek 
great things for themſelvs,and it istheir glo- 
ry ſoto do. God delights to have the ſpirits 
of his children. thus raiſed;he would not have 
them to be of ſuch ſordid ſpirits,as trominde | Bern. de 
no higher things then the baſe drydges ot the ages Dei.c 8, 
world do ; as a Prince or Noble»man deli wary - i 
to {ee the ſpiric of higchilde raiſed to higher | jc,c;s (yer. 
deſigns than the ordinary fort of men. > | bam: 
Fourthly, a firm ſtrong ſpirit - Tſa.11.2 41 
The __—_ of Chriſt is a Spirit of might, 
Firit, ſtrong to refift trong temptations. | 
2, Strong to overcome ſtrong corruptions.' 
Fa Strong to bear ſtrong afflitions. 
or the firſt, it is not every temptation that 
can prevail. with theſe; little things will | 
draw weak childifh ſpirits 3 bur ſuch tempta»- 
tions 3$ others know not how to relilt, theſe 
can ſtand before them, & go on in their way, | 
[without any alteration of ſpirit by them; 
4| £ | though they live in the midſt of temptations, 
eat | y& they are able to keep themſelves unſpot- 
well [ted ; like the three Children, who walked in 


e| ba hre, and yetthe ſmell of the fire came not 


them, nor their garments 3 or like the 


| D3. children | 
mamma trnnnmns = 


———— 


| 


| 


-|of a higher nature,of ſtronger efficacy3zas ſome 


-- 


[much peftred wth temprations in other kinds, 


asthat which wil work mightily upon others 


| fjons of the word, they move thern nor at' all] 


-0y tk 
|) A gracions ſpirit, * * 


- 


children' of 1ſrael, walking on the dry lah 
ſafcly,and the ſeas on'each fide of themz whey | 
are a'(famied'to complainiof temptations to | 
excu?e theniſ-lves by there temptations ; for 
wherefore hath the work''of \God been 16 
mighty upen their ſpirits, *but to ſtrengthen 
them againſt/temptation9?'many temptations 
weh otH es rhink to be trong, they ſcarce take 
notice of ; ſo far are their ſpirits aboy? them. 

Luther was'ſo far :bove the lin of covetou[- 
nefſe, as hie ſaith ot himfeIf,he found no tem- 
ptations to that fin , though his ſpirit” 'was 


The D-vil will nor ſet ufou ſuch with o'da- 
nary tempt-tions;he knows it is in vainzwhen 
he comes' upon them , 'it is with temptations 


mens bodies are of ſueh ſtrong conſtitutions , 


wil not ſtirre them: So'it is with mens ſpirits; 
the Devil needs not” troable himſelt much 
about manyzthe podreſt;feighteſt temptations 
are enough to draw theny to what he would 
have 3 yea,and fich who account themſelves 
to be of brave,ot more then ardinary ſpirits 
to0,who can ſtandout ftrongly againſt Gbp, 
and his truthgagainſt the ftrongeſt arguments; 
the drawing motives, the powerfull perſya- 


but cyery poor temptation of -the devil draws 
them'any wayithey haveno' power to Telift ;| 
bur ar&led as the Ox totheſlaughter, and] 
as 'the Fool 'to the 'Btocks:** The God:J 
ly man is ſtrong in the LOR D,-and'in 
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[for want of fewell, for want of opportunities 
of ating ,for want of- bodly ſtrengrh to pur 


| pn their fin incimes of :ff iFion,and over-- 


nieics to the full co enjoy his lufſtz yer now-he 
| __ D hall 


RY 
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{are ſtrong'in their luſts,and in che power of 
| them againtche Lord and his eruth. . 
| 'S:condly,rhey can overcome ſtrong 
tions:temptations from without have nofuch 
{ power, as Ccorruptions that 'are within; yet 
| when theſeriſc/up like a flood , This Spirer'of 
| the-Lord i them ſets up a ftandard againit them, 
Eſzy.59.19.Yeazby a contraryſtream oppoteth 

and overcomes them.' The more ſirabe any 
corruption is to the naturall diſpalttion, the 


| | morepowerfully it hath heretofore prevailed, | 


| the power of his might Eph:6.10, Other men | 


the more ſtrongly it would now pat forth ir | 
ſelfe, the more doth this ſpirit keep it under 


| above al others.Every ordinary fpirit can ap» | 


poſe,” and beable to relift ſome mean, con- 
terptibl2 (#n ," which brings little pleaſure, 
—_ with it: "when ſin is as it were weak 
ned and 'benumm*:d by affliions, then they 
can caſt ir off when the ſtrength of Kt is abated 


\ 


it forth,then they'can leave their fin,'s Simeon 
& Levi came upon'the Sichemites when they 
were ſore;% overcame themzſo they can come” 


come it; and this they think'to bevepentance;/ 
which isa'miftake. Bat this ſpirit can oppoſe 
fin,when it-is in-the vigour and'Qrengtb; and' 
aQivity of it.&0vercomeit' then. Let God put | 
this ſpirit into'one who is young and ſtrong, 
whoſe bones are ful of marrow, who harh the 
world toſmileon him, &may have opportu» 


4 


——_— ——@ 


Oy" —ﬀ_ A... 


— © , - La. Bran iis YE OO PI ————————gs 
— 


— 


Hnvelidum on- 
ne natura ques 
Tulum eff. | 
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ſhall be able to dyercome his corruption, 


affliftion; their hearts fret, vex and rage pn» | 
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prevaile againſt the ſtrangeſt Juſt, As ie 4s/faid 
of Moſes,Heb.1 1.25. Whew be was of full years, | 
he then could. deny -bimſelf, and refuſe the 
pleaſures of the fleſh. The word in the Ort» 
ginal, When he was great,when he was grown 
up to ripeneſs, when he might have. enjoyed 
his pleeſure to the full : yes low he was ablc 
to overcome himſelf, and the world; and} 
this r&quires ſtrength of ſpirit indeed. 

Thirdly, ir is ſtrong to-bear ſtrong afflifti» 
ons, a+ a ſtrong-bodied man can indure cold} 
and hard weather, which others -darxe ſcarce 
put out their heads into; ſuch diflerence'is| 
there in the ſpirits of men in regard of their 
bearings of aflitions; ſome are alwayscomy 
plaining, mwarmuring, whining at cvery little 


der ic like fore mens ficſh,-if their skin be 
but razed wich a pin, it preſeryly feſters and 
rankles; Job 23.24 Heſaith, that bis firokg was 
heavier they bis groauiug,but theſe mens groan= 
ings archeayier then their ſtrogks; like receen 
beughs of trees, if a little weight be hungion | 
them, they rg> break. A little thing will 
break the ſpiries of theſe men, @ little thing | | 


will-cauſe them 0 {ink gud pine away » and 
in a deſpcrate{ullenneſs to make away theme 
ſelves. If that feimteſt inadverſiy,thy fireugib | 
is ſmall, (gith - Solomay g Frou- 34 10: What | 
poor things are ghey, 'thet many mens ſpirics| 
arc notable te bear? Nora ſrowy trow agreae| \N | 
maynot aconcecit of the leaſt ba har tor d | 


that they ſuffer in-any thivg; that 35 but a40y( 


4 
and]; 8} 
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..| cannot ear it, bur they 


| 4vft fo ſhamefully He under ? | Theſe finking 


| | tSerethe wrath ob God will follow thee:as 4- 


—— 
bo - 


* 
and:eifle, which:aman of an excellent ſpirit | 
waitld ſcornto beftow' a thought about che 


who bung himſelf, only upon x dreamrhar be 
had,-thathe had loft pt 4 Others, if 


| laſs of a lizelemoney; as 1 havezead of ane. 


js 


they mect butwith-a little diſturbance in-their 


rents do but :crofs 'them, if .their hopes be 
{wſtrated 3 things of pt re moment,they 

down in ſuch de- 
ſperate diſcouragements, as theit lives are 
bitter unto them, they are weary ofthem, and 
they ſeek to eaſe themſe]ves by putting an 
endo them. ps ſinking deſperate» 
peſs -ever praceeds from baſe weakneſs of 
ſpirit.Deſpair is ain exceeding vile and con« 
temptible. Guliehms P erifienſis ipeaklog of 
deſpair, hath this exprefſon 3-7 deſpair! 0h 
word of eternal repraach ond contuſion, of diſhq-' 
worr never to be blatted out | it publijpet b tbe De- 
vil.to be the Canquerour © and maid thou didft ſee 
the Neyilcrowned os 8 Conqueror, te whone they 


ſullen-{piritcd peaple may pleaſe themſelves 

in the frowards ſuyllen diftewpers of their | 
hearts, and conceir as if they were fruits of 
bumilicy ; but lee them know that the devi] 
is themakt ſullep ſpirit that is, .and_ yer che 
\ maſt;proud, Though in thy frowardneſs thou 
fieft trom:GodgE latteſtthy ſpirit ſink down 
cven'as-low as the bottom af the Sea, yct even 


woe $-6..7 haygb they hide themfelus iuthe bottom 


family, from husbarids orwives ; if their Pa: ; 


O verbum Lot; 
piterni opprobrii 
Gs confufoni 
atque 1gnominig 
mdelebilis, ſci- 
licet deſper: vi- 
Horem enim 
eſſe Diabolum 
predicat : & 
utinam viderer 
Diabolum coro- 
nar! vidorem, 
cui tam turpitey 
ſuccubuiſtte 


of the Seagh will eammiand the Serpent to bite them, | 


- Thus 


pO IT 
_— I 


— 4a He... 
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- Thusthoſe whoſefpivicsare funk imothe 
{botrom of che fea'of deſperation , In fe 
haveno cafe there; everrthere the-Lord will || 
' command theSerpengtobire themzthe devil} } 
{hal vex and torment theni there. Many while 
tintheir profperity,whilecho world:tmileson 
| [chem they Geek to b: of brave andſtour ſpk 
{rits; totbeiſure they are:ſcornful; proud;and 
thigh cnough 3 they are allfor.mirth and:jo}+ | 
' Hixy, they are-ſo-afraid-bb-ſadmefs, as they 
baniſh all ſeriouſneſs : But. when afhi&ion 
comes upon theſe, when God toucherh them | 
with Selman poorfpirited men are they 
tther? how do their hearts fink like Lead? 
how. diſconfolate? how dejeted are they 
then? none more. Wl} $4.2 Ms REL} 
Manaſſeb was of a bold -preſumptuous Cj pb 
ts 


| rit, and excteding ſcorntul 'tn'tims of' 
proſperityz"he went on with a high hand a- 
.... 'Fgainſt God; av it he meant to- conteſt with 
. : heaven it ſelbut mark,» Chron. 33.31.wheti 
-he was bronght” into trouble; -what a poor 
baſe ſpirit he had: he runs amongſt the 
thorns, Webides himſelf in the buſhes , and 


from thence he istaken', and: bound in fets} 
[tcrs;and it was ſaid of Alexander, It was nos! 
thing for him to carry hinxſelt bravely ;' be+ 
cauſe he alwayes conquered3- bur for Ceſar 
{to behave himſelf wiſely; and to uphold his} 
| ſpirit when/he was conquered, and-othiers| 
| fainted, this wasanhigh praiſe unto him, 
;þ You talk of merry hearts, and joyfa} ſpirits 
|-but can you be Joyful in «Miiftion } wit your| 
| ſpirits holdonr in«ribulation? Can you re| 

wy 4 Joyce! 
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ſojce in the's 
flEp< of Bren h of {pirir Inderall | 


| the ſpirics of men.La#ant,boalts of the brave- 


him in bis want, who might. viſite. him 
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dey GET TAIT Eon, | 
eateſt troubles? Wil y our @onr! 
w) h \ aa- $444 4 
n {orcand grievous d (778 


this were a 
The Ipiric of a man can fuſtainhis infhrmiry, 
ſaith Solomon. This is the Qirength of a mans 
Frfeo be able to carry it (c]t braycly ,;.un- 
iauntedly in the middeſt of greateſt affliQi- 
bn5;your ſpirits can bear nothing , they are 
childilþ,>oor weak fpirits,not to be accounted 


CC ———_— 


neſs cfthe ſpirits of the Martyrs in bis time, 
in this reſpe&; Qur children and, women 
(not to ſpeak of men _) do iy, filenceover- 
come their rormentors,%& the fire cannot fetch! 
ſo much :s a ſigh fron them.-- ® 
Fifthly, they are generous ſpirits; as,... , | 
"1 They are not m2rcenary,; they. willpot! 
indent with God for what they,do,ſo much as 
they may get by their ſerviceand .no more : 
No,they goe on in their work,and leavethem- 
ſelves to God :ler the benefit, of that they dee; 


be what it will,they loſe not their endif they | - 


be imployed for God 3 men doe very.ill for 
themſelyzs, in.indenting with God for any 
ſervice;for their ſtrair ſpirits cannot imapine, 
or defire that latitude of goadgthat the infinite 
bounty of God would give, it they left then- | 
[elves whally to it. | | 'P 
Seneca reproves the opinion of ſuch, wha 
ſaid a tan ſhould chooſe a friend that! 
he might have, one - who., might _reJieve 


in his ſickneſſe, ' &c, Ng, faith he, this 


Culazortores ſuos 
tacit: vincunt, 


.»s gemitum nec 
1gnis poteſt, Lib: 
$. Cap» 13, 


is mercetiary 3 but I will chooſe a friend 
2107) 


_ - 0:1, W95 EET - Ia that eg 


A es 


Noſftri (ut de © 
uvirk taceam) | 
pueri Cmulter'} 


G& exprimere il-! 
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| for mencoctiofc a unto elycs,thax 
; theymay be Wi cn of troubles thaccb 
| [may have their eſtapes bleſſed, char the 
| {ger ſuch and fych things by,to1 ake t oy: 
|bigheſt end is mercenary, and too low fora| 
L Wi wy | true graciousgencrous fpirit 3 but to chooſe a 
| | God to be my God, that I may honour, love, 
| fear, worlhip him for ever, this is trye Chri- 
. [tian gencroufneſs. i 
2» Arruc generqus ſpirit cannot endure 
baſcly to ſubje& it felt to any; thatls, te 
| flatter and fawn,& tg be ſerviceable to mens 
Huſts and baſe humors for advantage ſake. I 
1 knows haw to lie under the feet of any to.do} 
{| chem good, where God may have honopr:but 
{ tobe feryiccable to any mans lifts whatſoc- 
ver, it cannot endure: As weread of Diony(j 
us his flattcrers, who were ſogroſs in their 
; flatteries, that when he did fpit, they licked 
up his fpictle, and faid, it was ſweeter then] 
NeJar and Ambroſia. It isreported likewiſe 
of arm 0. p17 faffing in love with bis Si- 
ſerghe asked the'Jud s$ whether it were law 
[fl lor bim tq matry her? they anſwered, that 
| they had no ſuch law, but they had —— 
that the King might do halſhover li 
| him, whereupon he married her. Such baſe> 
Tpiricedneſs canngr Rand vvith Chriſtian ge. 
nerouineſſs,_ © © 
the true generous ſpirit is not ready totake 
aqvantages agang thoſc thatare_ under ite] 
Men of theſe fyirits love to pity and rellevy 
| t ole} 
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| choſe whom hey. haye: at 


1 in the 
[rad ak itn SIP 


reported of the non, it [ates thoſe thi 
| that fal down arid fubmit tO It; Vere th rhe 


| 


[ſet bread and wat 
|" and dvivck, joel 14 ther 
1974p red predt' 


ED rn 


ſs ,o Ki te he 


_ He 


r Maier: 
» for t hey 't 
a. be ſrt thew away. AS 


eaten Ss 


Bear, -Dop,rend'and far whenrd 
of. To be able todo ont hurt 

H;tuit is trily\rioble.fe'ls choir of fit, 
yea of God himfeIfto pa 
thew! merey, faith Sane th 2)oftite, ,isa more: 
glotious thing'thento rai the deads 
and a greater work then to "bullg moſt 
aifieene Teriples." Many baſe-(piritzd men 
whowil cotch Tow enoughtorhete rol rel 
oye them, yet they are © Imperivos , c 


that are under them , add they"think It 'the 


{braveneſs and gre atneſs of rheir' ſpirits, that 


they can infulcover them,and revenge ther 
ſelves upon ttemybur there is horhing preat” 
in theſe rm&1/bur pride; arid Teffsfove : this fs 
the greareſt baſenes of ſpiritthat can be; an4 
the more-theſt'' men Former! dd diſcover 
theirbaſtneſs,in their ford eouchings unto 


others that vv&reabove them, 'the more do 
hey novy diſcover the vilencfSof their (pt. | 


it. (Fits, in cher erviel infultingsoyer thoſe” thar 


vel | are unJer Ty this rhey t 
fe! 


itik a goodly 
and 


Pa rnogbor fon 
cs fe ar ly ES megranim 
and ' 


ile 


art offence.To] j! 


hard#hearted, rupged , fieFce' whuet 5 ral 


Uo | minor 7 modi 11ate 
fer, 


1iPoſe (9 nolle 
nodile. 
&|Chryr- » hom. 


* fad POPs 36, & 
"T'$1. 


LG. oo 


þ 


'ad magnitud {+ 
nem anm1 cont 


ferre. Non eſt il || 


Ia magnitude, 
tumor eft. 


Senec, de ira | 


lib. 1. c. 26, 


j\Nec Judicandum 
oft altquid 11am | 
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1-0 | I; 
Gs cre 6a Mean thing, that they can, trample upon | 
4, - (4 others: whereas the kindneſs ofy a manis the. 
| .:- ©  -} gopdlineſs and beauty, and excellency- of a 
bn © ] mans ſpirir- That wordiin. 1ſpz.,49: 6; thax is! 
| avrerd ran{lated, Thegoodlinetle of the flower. y-ix* 
; 444.na/the ſame word which hgnihcy. eſſe. We 

+ 1 


1] the ſmoking pit, They had faces 9, the; faces of | 
| 14en,and they ka 


4 infulring diſpoſition; My little finger ſaith hey 
/og/l be-thicker they my fathers loynes; My father 


| pur him onrejoyced in this as a brave com 
| manding fpirit jndeed; but the, holy Ghoſh 
| (aith of Rehaboam, that he was avon 


Lyog5,and 


4, graciousſirity...."_ 


'read Revel. g. the Locults that come out, of 
baire 4s the haige of Womens 
'They:bad fair countenances, chey;could;logk 
ſmiling, and. flattering upon. men for rheiy | 
own.cnds ,.. bug their. recth were the teeth of | 

yous, cy,had caila like Scorpiony t0! 
tear;and ſing 


1 ole. that they hadat an. ad> 
Py . C — . 
yantage An inlalting ſpirit oyerthole thatwe| 
have atadvantage is far fro true generoafneſs; 
howſo:ver men may bleſs.them(clves in it. '» 
; Rehoboam was aman ofancxce:dingimperious ! 


put. @ beavy yoke ufon you, but, I will put more, to, 
on os 4, wy father chtiſed you with whips 
but 1 wil ghaftiſe. you with Scorpions ;. O, whaz: 
' rl ſpirit was here! Surely he, and thoſe who 


£0000 /poor,. weak, 
childiſh-ſpirited man;yea he calshim a child, 
though he was above torty years old, 2 Chrog, 


13.7. He w.4. young, the word. is a child;and 
tendervhearted, that is, of a poor, ſox, effe, 


b 4 
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| 


minate ſpirit- True generouſnes and crucley, 
areexceeding oppoſite , one,.deftroyes the 
| other. When Davids ſpirit was. diltempered 
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|dealt.i 
| ſeryable that this of of his was-at that time 
| wherein he lay.iw his ſin : for Zoaþ had befie+ 


ty. 
| newly receiving //\uch mercy from God, f 
[as hedid inthe 


pa we 


where he. commander -tþe: pegple.whom he 
bad overcomatgbe,brought ifemhq and put 
chem under Laws,and under;harrains pf. ipon! 
and,madc hem paſſe through.the Brick Lilng 
and thus , diqheunto all-the Cizicy [of che 


| children of. Awmer. This was txeceding har(k 
wenever read of hitm-qhatever he |, 


and rig] 
3 with any betore. Now.this is obs 


ged that Ciry.before David ſaw Bathſheba,and 


| it was at. that ſiege that Uriah was thin: And 
| alchough this-fagt. be related: after Nathans 
| coming to him,and after So/omons birth, it 'is 
| rapmay itwas'; before, even while, helay in 


s fin, for two reaſons ; 


|. 2x; Becauſe it is not probable thacthe liege 
[continued; not onely til the child conceived 
[in adulcery was born , but after the birch of 


Salomon too, as -it here ſtands: in the ſto- 
2+ Neither is it like; that David 


ardon of his fin. & when 
his heart was ſo. broken as it was, that he 
ſhould then ſhew ſuch rigid ſeverity onely 
for the abuſe of his Meſſengers The 


reaſon 


incſs of bis.(pirigwas lot- by, thav-60.3 and] 
| Dar was heyer {qrigid as be (was; at this! 
time, which.appears.out. of 2m, 1.2- 30 31. 
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a a chageaſ Areczons "Ml | 
| When, he-haddc had Joflimeh othisgencnanneſ; cnonneſaby! 
{n, of a renders yo in ann We 
[rb word oder royal Brig 
| Which: 69 &70yal Prigc 
- you tu beforermychoſ ther prince | 
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reaſon why thisis ſee aftey"idy becauſe inthe 


eery;. atid ſo the'wholeftory concen 
vid atid Bathfbeba is firft eelaced, and theti he 
comesedtheſtory of the'war again. . ' 7 
| 4 Axgetierous ſpirit isftudious, and dili- 
| gent to rctarh | 9 wel as defirous ro res 
ceive goollas- David, Pſalm $16+ 12. YVÞat 
ſhal 1 rendev wnno the Lord? (aich heche-ſpeaks 
as 4 Dian prefſtd in his {pirie; troubled until 
he did'reeurnſomerhiigg he accounts favors 
| received d great obligations'as any debrs in | 
che wovld, *Itis infinite baſeneſſe in ſpirit to 
be fo for ones {elf, as if onts own tiith be fer-. 
ved, then neither God fir man is regarded: | 
How thany men wil creuch and yceld to any 
ehing , cil chey Have gotten theic. own. rutras 
ferved?but then they grow proidgand regards 
lefs of thofegyea oftcritimes ſpightful againſt | 
thoſe to whom - (when time was) they crou-: 
ched for favours, and from whom they 're- 
ceived many,by which they are come to thar 
which now they are; A notable example of 
this we have in Benbadad,t King.20.32-com- 
__ with chap. 22. 31- Inthe former place 
e cauſed his ſervants to gird themſelves 
with fickcloth on their loyns, and put ropes. 
on their heads, and to conic to the King of 
I{racl, and ſay,.7by ſervant Bethadad ſaith,'l 
pray thee let me lzve ; and he was content to 
| yecld ts any terms, when the King of Iſrael | 
had him at advantage,as verſe 34. The Cities | 
which my father took, from thy father, T will re* 


A gracious Pirit, "2" 
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ſtore, and thou ſhalt make ſtreets for thee in Da. 
| ma ſou: 
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|welas their wages,as Jobs 17-4-Chriſt ſaith, 
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a choice and a precious fpirit, 


\maſcus: but after that he was got out of his 


hands, Ahab was fain to 20 to war with him 
to get thoſe Cities, Ch. 22 4. And obſerye 
the baſenell: of the ſpiric of Benhadadsy he 
who before had ſo cronched to Abad for his 
lifehe now commands his Captains to fight 
ncither with ſmal norgreat,ſave onely with 
the King of Tſrae/; ſec with what malice he 
ſecks the life of him, who before had ſaved 
his. 5 A gen:rous ſpirit loves to be 
abundant in ſervice; it is not ſatisfied in do- 
ing meaneand ordinary things, as before 
they were ſublime in that receiving of 
ordinary things from God would not fa- 


tisfie them, but they muſt have great things] 


from him;zſo now it is their generouſnefle 
that they wil not be rn in doing ordi« 
nary things for Goa, 

things tor him: they prize their ſervice as 


He hath finiſhed the work that his father gave | 
bim to do he accounts his work a gift. Thus 
thoſe who havethe Spirit of Chriſf,account 
their ſervices to be giſts from God : talive | 
unſerviceable they would account to be the | 
greateſt burden in the world to them; they 
had rather have I:\s comforts and more ſer. 
vice>then more comforts & leſs ſervice;they 
had rather be ſtraitn2d in comforts then in 


dutics. To what purpoſe do welive ifwebeof 
no uſe? itis the baſeneſſe of mens ſpirits 
(whicha rruly godly man abhors) who de: 
lire to receive great things, bur are content 


t they muſt do great | 


Quid prodeft eſ- 


ſe, quod eſſe 


non prodeſt ? 
Tertul. de pus 
dicitids 


” 


lt doinz littlezthey put off God with ([:ight 
fervices;bur theſpirits of the Saintsare more 
gene= 


8% ſay. Fs (. | 
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A gracious ſirit, £3 
generous rhen ſo; ift-it were poſſible they. 
would be infinite in ſervice ts God , ae, 
never think they have done for him: 
'T will yer praiſe thee more antl mire , (aith Da- 
vid, Pſal.17,14. I will add to thy praiſe, ſo 
the words are in the Orignal; as it he ſhould 
fay , God hath had ſome praiſe in the 
the world already 3 1 would fain add ſome- 

thing for my part, I would come in with my 
ſhare, that he might have ſome more praiſe 
for me ; and this not an ordinary praiſe, but 
heendeavours to have the high praiſes ofGod in 
heart and mouth, Pſal.149.6, deſires to make 
the praiſe of God gloriows, Pſal.66.2, he would 
fain be eminent in good works , Tit. 3.v.14 
Let ours alſo learn to maintain good works ; the || 
words are,let them leam to be eminent in 
ood works above others ;there is a holy am- 
ition in them;to get above others in godli- 
\nefle ; this is indeed,to walk circumſpeRty , 
that the Apoſtle exhorts to in Eph.s. 15. the 
| word there tranſlated Circumſpely, Fon: 
fies to get up to the top of godlineſle , to per» 
fect holineſf: in the fear of God;and therefore 
| he ſets-the higheſt pitch of the rule before 
him, would not have the rule come down to| 
him , bus indeavours to get up to the rule, 
ſcts betore him the higheſt examples he carz| 
he is not willing to offer that to God which| 
coſt him nothing , but if there be any thing} p 
[more choice , more excellent , better thenil; 
others , it ſhall be for God ; he loves to be # to c 
bundantin dutie, he would not ſcant God, to yet 
give onely thatwhich he muſt '6f neceſlity;}*** 
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; a choice all a precias ſpirit. 

F [but Taves to be fruitfal in all good- works. 
The reafonings of many mens fpicits, ſhews 
much baſenefs in them; Why,are we bound 
to do this * it is abſolutely necefry? cantioe' 
a marr be ſaved except he do thus? may not 
ſuch athing be lawfully done? If thou hadit 
a raifed, 'generous'[pirit for God, it were 
enough to thee, that ſuch a thing is good, is 
commendable, it may be ſerviceable; God 
may have glory by it, I may do good by it ; 


Veſtrum #ft hdk 
ſolum attendere 
quid precipiat 
Deas, ſed quid} 
velit, qua ſitug- 


and fucly a thing hath no excellency init, 
Gol ſhall have no glory by it: This were 
enough to cauſe the ſoul grzedily and des 
lightfully to cmbrace the one, and freely and 
ſtrongly to rejeftti1* other, 

A generous ſpirit firives to bejabundant in 
doing good, and leaves ic ſelf with God, 
lt God do wich him what ſeems good in his 
eyes; it doth wot maintain jealous, ſuſpici- 
ous thoughts of God, as if it wzre beſt to 
| provide for it ſelf, and ot dareto venture 
[upon God: Baſe unworthy ſpirits diſcover 
themſelves much in this; they will part with 
nothing, but firſt will ſee what they ſhall 
have 3 they mult have preſent pay, be ſure of 
"| of itin the hand; they are jcalous and ſuſpi- 
"| tious of every one; they are conſcious to 
themſelves of baſenzſs this way, and ther 
fore look-upon all others, as if they were 
oaly for themlelves too; but a generous ſpirit 

ini: (elf a difpolition ready to do good 

AWto others, chough they can do litrle for him ; 
3.46 /' ifthey need, and be ablz, he finds he can 
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luntas Dei bo- 
ne,bene placens, 
o& perjetta. 
Bern, de vita 
ſolitaria a4 fra 
tres de monte 
Dei, P. 10,20, 
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ny fredy,and readily do it 3 and this makes him 
buſt: E 2 | 
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[my ſpirit ſhall not give way to ſuſpiciout 
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 * Agraciow furtt,.. 


© venture 1pon others: | ewile | 
tureu ersthat rhey wil likewiſe 

out of AV and. gcncronſneſſe, be clp-| 
ful! to himgi$ occaſiongit need ſerve, though, 
th ſhould not receive recampen mnAlm; 
and therefore he snot..ready to entertain 
jealous aud ſuſpicious 'thoughts,as other ba» 
ſer ſpiritsdo. Thus in reſpe& of God ,, he 
knows God is infinitcly good,and bleflcd in 
himſelfe;and that he out of his own infinite 
 goodnefle is ready to do good and help thoſe 
in want, who are able to doe litle again in 
way of requitall ; but that he for his Names 
ſake, ſhewes mercy and loving kindnefle to 
his poore creatures, becauſe mercy pleaſes 
him;and thereforc)he can-vencure himlelt up- 
on God. 

Baſe ſpirits,as they are very jealous in res 
gard of truſt,ſo they are very ſuſpicious of 
love;z& think,becauſe themſelvesareconſcious 
to themſelves of unworthinefſe,and that they 
themſelves love onely for their own ends, 
| therefore they think they cannot betruly be- 
| loved of others,but ſo farre as they are uſefull}tho 
to them. Buc one of a generous ſpirit knows in 
himſelf,thac he can love others,not onely be- 
cauſe he receives good from themzbut that he 
may doe good to them, & therefore ſees this] 
to be infinitely more in God , and therefore| 
can rely upon Gods love in ſenſe of his ownl 
unworithinefſe, Though the Lord can receiv iow: 
[no good from meyer he can- do good unte(fſhe þ 
me 5 and this] bclicve is the glorious ex}. .5j 
cellency of the . Lord , and. therefore 
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thoughtsof his love.As David 2 Sam.235 
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- & Choice and « precious Spirit. 
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of him in Verſe 1. that when, he {{pake. this, 


is true, even in this ſenſe, that that expreffion 
of his im-Verſe5. was an argument of a man 
| | [whoſe ſpirit was truly raiſed on; high; and; 
| © [che rather doth ?a. generous ſpirit abandon 
|| |baſe,, jealous ſuſpicious thoughts af Gods 
$ 

) 


it ſelf that it hath not ſucha vile diſpoſition, 
asto. abuſe this - gracious and bleſſed na» 
ee| [ture that .it apprchends of God, 19; as 
ot| tobe the mpre ſecure & looſe; to give liberty 
us\/to it ſelf in any evilbecauſe of this: Oh no , 
[God forbid;this, farre from a true generous 
iritzthis,the ſpirit of baſeneſſeghiz,a ſordid 


$\{} 
e* bfbofidon indecd.thar it loaths,it abhors the |, 


ull}E thought of it, it finds in it (elf, that the fight | 
of this grace of God , this bleſſed nature of | 
God draws it moſt ſweetly to him. to clef: 
- helwith him, to delight in him - it is the ſtron- 
his zeſt Motive to draw it up to holineſs; yea, 
ore|f{To perfect holineſs in the fear of God,2 Cor 7-1- 
,alfAnd therefore ir caſts out jealous and ſuſpi; 
eive|ſſicious.; thoughts of the goodnels and love 0i 
ntolfibe bleſſed 5ad,as fruits of baſcneſs ok ſpirits 
ex\..Sixchly, though ſublime and raiſed. as be | 
{ore(ore , yer withal is is an bumble broken and 


he was a man who was raiſed up on high. It | 


faithfulneſs and his love, becauſe it knows in } 
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As Naxianzen 
ftid of Athans- 
naſru3,he was 


5 Ap. blc conjagtion; inders ; though” 
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jouontrire ſpickone who is poor in ſpirit; this wh There | 
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tie was high in 
worth, and © 
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{loweſt heart,are thetwo 
I glorious rekidencer 
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| © 4 gractous ſpirit, | 1 
oy n= __— nn | e—_—_———_— *4 < [AL 
it thinks it ſelf too good for an F Ja \ 


| 
nog tog good to be ſubjeftto the fealt Germ- 
mandment; though he wit nor be under” the 
powerof any creature, yet wil he lie flat and 
crembling under the leaſt word of the Lord, 
Tfa. 66.2 though not ſatished* with mean 
things, y2t accounts ' it felt leſs then the 
leaſt of a}l Gods mercies. How ſublime was 
Pauls ſpirit, when he accounted alf things| 
ating, yee himſelf could be contented' to 
be accounted an off-ſcouring for Chriſt ? the 
fablimifh of his!ſpirit was not a greater glo- 
ty tohim in the one, then the humilirf' of it 
was in. the other. "Though a godly men 
ninds high things above others,yct he can bel 
well contented to be uſed inthe meaneſt fer} 
vices for the good of others ; though he be 
raiſed above the world, yet judges himſelf 
leſs then the Ieaft of the Saints :' though he 
aims 'at the higheft pitch of .godlinefs, yet 
bleſies God for, and makes muchoot rhe leaf 
breathings of his Spirit ; and ſuch a heartis 
precious indeed in Gods eyes © this, O Lord, 
thou Canſt uot deſpiſe, Pſal.$1,17. ſo the wards 
are. God can Aefpad e Kings and Emperors, 
God can deſpiſe the glory and luſtre of «> 
world ; but an hamble broken fpirit ,. th 
Lord cannot deſpiſe. There is no obje& that 
God accounts worth the looking at ip the 
world,bat ſuch an one, Iſa.66,2: To him willl 
1%k, ays;God. The higheſt heavens, : nd the 
places of Gods molly. 
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SevernbLy, iris a publike ſpirit, nlatgn 
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| large it ſ:1f,as much as it can,to be an univer- 


| a publike bleſſingto the place where he lives. | 


f NS CI 


a chiice and a precious Spirit. ca 
for publike good 3 not a narrow, baſe,ſtrait- 
ned ſpirit; godline(ſs doth mightily cnlarge 
theheart of a man : The Lord perſwade 7z 
phetto dwell in the Tents of Shemthe words: |\ 
lignifie, the Lord enlarge the heart of Japber. 
When a man is gonverted, his heart is con» 
verted,his heart is enlarged;and it muſt negds 
be ſo; for 'now the ſpirit makes after the en= 
joyment of God, an infinite univarſal good : 
now it opens it {c1f to receive andtembrace a} 
God,in whom it exp:@&s all good; before it 
followed after ſome poor drops of good In | 
the creature; but now finds 21l 1s to be enjoy- 
ed in God himſelf ; and being thus enlarged 
toreceivean univerſal good, it deſires to en- 


ſal good, but that is proper to God: yet a pub» } 
like good it may be, and therefore ſpreads it 
ſelf as far it can, Now it loves good as good, 
not upon particulay. private grounds; & there: 
fore the more good, the more beloved. It 
minds good,as in reference to God; & there” 
tore where God may be moſt honored, there 
the heart moſt ſolicitous, moſt induſtrious : it | 
is willing therefore to empty it ſelf of its pri- 
vate good, that the publike may be ſurthered. 
[f nature wil venture its own particular good, 
for the general (as heavy things will aſcend 
contrary to their natures,to Keep o'1t vacuity, 
and ſoto preferve the Univerſe.) much more 
then will grace. Every godly man, one. way 
or ocher,according to the abilitics he hath,is 


The Saints of Go4 are compared to a cloud, 
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Potens :eft Deus 
eauſam ſuam la» 
bentem ſervare, 
lapſam erigere; 
fi nos digm : non 
Pertmus fu per 
ales. ' 
Melchior A-! 
dam iu vita 


Luth. | 


WEE if we be. not worthy, {et it be doxe by| 


| exccIlent ſpirit indeed. 


— — —_ — 


A gracious ſpirir, 7 


bleſſing: ſo axe they 3 not as Ware , this 
water Kit a tew ſpats gf ground ina garden, 
And thjz publikeneſs of ſpirit isthen right, 
and truly gracious. D 

Firſt, when it is content to 'do puklike 


good, where it ſelf ſhall be taken little no- 


doth all in great works,is(* inward, hidden) 
nat taken notice of, 


to the eclipling of his light, 

Thirdly, when he is willing tobe uſed in 
any ſervice, though but to prepare work for 
others,which ther, not he, ſhall have the glow 
fy of after he is gone. As' Luther, writing to 
Melanfhon , encouraging him againft the 


ſtrong oppoſition that they metwith in the| 


cauleof God: Grd {ſays he) i able to pre 
ſerve his own cauſe falling, and to raiſe it fab 


others. Such a publike ſpiric asthis is, is an 
Eighthly, itisa ſanRtified ſpirit, 1 Theſc4.$. 
He hath made us partakers of his holy Spirit 
Ch. 4.23-T pray God ſundifie you throug bout 
your whole Spit and ſoul. Sandified, that is, 
1. Not ſucha mixt ſpirit, as thecomnicn 
(pirit of the world, hath not that mixture of 
alck and drofs in it, ' bur is pure; purity cons} 


fiſts in fr:edom irom mixture wich that} 


Heb-14.1, the compariſon is true in this Now ? 
\pe&; a cloud waters theearth as a. common}! 
water: pots, that | 


tice of; as many times the Engine that} 


Secondly, whenhe can be glad, that anj || 
| publike goad work goes on, and profpers. | 
though others be uſed in it, and not himfelt,|/ 
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. 0 a choice and a preciols firit. 


| which is of a {upcrioor,nature;char dorh not 
| c3as when filver we | 
Jea 


lit neddles withal, of what it hath'to deal in 
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whichis of a baſer nature; it mixt with that 
make the thing impure;as when 
ed with gold,but when.itiStmixed with 


with grace , but that makes them wore cx-/ 
cellent and pure'; ſuch mixture e© ſpiritual 


ſou}, their ſpirits cloſe with:but if there come. 
any mixture with that which is baſe, be- 


ſenſible of the evil of it, & never leave work- 


part forhimſclf,as Pſa.4 3. Know that the Lord 
hath ſet. apart him that is Godly for himſelf ; and. 


F * 
[ 


or droſs. The ſpirits of the godly are mixed | 
excellency that is above the excellency of the | '- 
neath the excellency ofthe ſpirir,this defiles,! 
& this their ſpirits cannot cloſewith, butare] -. 
ing til they have it purged out from'them. © | 


2 SanRified, that is , God hath ſer them a» | -- 


they have devoted, dedicated, & conſecrated }-:. * 


” 


reſigned, given up to the Lord. 
3 All the parts,abilities, common gifts of 
this ſpirit are ſanfified ; a higher exceNeney 
is put upon them then they have in the ſpirits 
of other men'; weak , naturall parts in theſe, 
are more excellent then the ſtrongeſt not ſan- 
&ified:As the conſecration of wood,and Lea. 
ther. & mean thine s,put greater excellency uf b 
them,then gold & ft ver had that were not ſo- 
conſecrated;yet the larger thenawrall parts. 
are'of a ſan&ified ſpiritzthe more-excellent. 

4 It is able to makea ſanAtified uſe of what, 


themſelves, to and for God 3 they are ſpirits: 


of all the works'and way<s of God,it makes 


all to beholy' to the Lord. 
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| fed quia mollcs 
| patimur, 
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rift animusmag 
| te deſpiciens: 
'þ 6 maegnanimus 


| edieabss 1191 


| CT, Sen. de 
| quatuor Vir- 
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| Non quia dura, 


| Nil magnum 'n 
4 reoue buman#\ our ſpirits that ordinarily binders us in our 


| furris,numquam proach and ſcorn in the wayes 


| contumeliam ft- 
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Ninthly, It is a true heroical ſpirit ; none 
bavef wy brave als f bw , Goes lee ; 
v . $ not Ic rage y.diſteuls | 
fees Sewn Fe apy things x flugeiſt tpiric 

thinks impoſhvl;;itwil, go through thatwch 
[{uch a ang thinks can never be ; It breaks 
through armies of djithicuities,  that.it mighe 
1go on in its way, and accomplith its work, 
not diſcouraged as. the fſuggith ſpirit, who 
|cryes qut there is a Lyon in the way.Is is not 
the diftcullty ot the work,butthe baſencſs of 


"| way; lome:dithcultics that athers count great 
hindrances, it {lights and,cantemns , as re- 
of God; it 
can contemn congemners, and vilife thoſe 
who account the: wayes of God as vile ; this 
'the truc-ſpirit of Jetus Chriſt,of whom it is 
ſaid,Heb. 12,2. He endured the Croſſe , and 
'} deſpiſed the ſhame; the ſhame whereby others 
deſpiſed him was deſpiſed of him , not ac- 
counting it a thing worthy forhis ſpirit to 
betroubledat;no more is a true. godly ſpirit 
hindered in his way by this, then one ciding 
on with ſtrength in his journy,is hindred by 
| rhe barking of whappetsat his horle heel:;he 
rides.omgand minds them not; and as for rais| 


—— 


. ings and revilings at the wayes of God, by 
which many are:diſcouraged,the ſpirit of 4 


4 sodly man can {hake them off, as Saint Paw| 
the Viper, that hung upon his hand, and feel 
no hurt; it bears off many hardſhips that are 
like xo be very grievous to fleſh and blood, 


it, rages 
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aat it is like to met with, which diſcouJ | | 
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rages the hearts of many , both from begin» 
ning to enter upon 


| made; as theother : 
Caleb and Foſbue, thcir hearts fainted, they 
tel ot great difficultiesare like ts be mer 
with 3 The-Land indeed is 
there are ' children of «Luck, there, and 
walls that -reach up to Heaven «bar 
_ |this was"the- brave heroicall ſpiric. of 
Caleb and Fofhma, their ſpirits were undaun- 
ted, they would go up and poſſefſe theland, 
let whatever could be ſtand in their way, 
Thus many have conviAtions'of conſcience 
that the wayes'of God indeed are good, but 
the great-hardſhips that they are like to ſuf 
fer in thoſ&wayes keep them ff; But a true 
godly ſpirivis willing to embrace Religion 
with all'the fkard termes annexed unto It? ic 
is a poer, mean'fpirit thatmuſt indene with 
God aforcharid, If 1 wereTure to hold our,to 
have at laſt thatwhich I defire, then I would 
ventureupon the ways of godlineſs;butT im 
afraid it wil never be: and ſofinks, and hath 
no mind t6 ſet upon the work. "Bat this 9 
rit Wm ſet upon ' the he - —_ = the Ha» 
zards, as Efer, If T perifÞ T periſh; this was' a 
brave Ci 4c If ſhe Lad had fnch 'a 
baſe cowath 


what godd {Rl 1 do? T may hazard wy felt, 


and bring my ff into trouble, bur no Jike-| 


'| thood bf any good will come of it : ſhe is 


cou-Y] [content to venture all upon a meer po 
age} | of good; tobreak through 


arm 
ties 
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in er upon Gods ' wayes, aud from: 
continnance in .them afeer-fome _cntrance 


Spicsthat wereſene with 


ſibility 
ies of diffic) 
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god , but | 


| 
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ſpirit as many, tothink, Alas]. 
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- [God cals it to, doth what- it. canzand leaves 


| eafily,entertain:thoughts of impeſſibility in 
ſervices morenoble and worthy"of choice 
-dpirits+it-wilkrather think with:ic ſelf, Was 
:.there-never any ſuch-thing done before? or 
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| as this to-come to 4 good ifſue,and yet was 


| þread what, great things hate vren.gone by 
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cya their. ſpirics in breaking-zhorow-an 


| of God: in former'tinfeshad-ftood upon eve. 
{ry ditheulcy;what had been done 'in Gods 
\Caufe? No, this ſpirit ſets: upon that waich 


ic &1f,and the iſſue of its work to God, as 3 
Fam. 10, 12, Let ws.play the men for our peo- 
\ple, and for the Cities of our Gody «nd the Lord 
do that which ſeemeth him - goods It was a 
brave ſpeech:of him, that ſhzwed an excel- 

lent ſpirit in him. - V | 

| ;Apoor. low ſpiric makes every. difficulty 
'þan impoſlibility,and then his-fpirir wil nor 


| was there never any.thing-that had as much 
difficuley as thisin-ic 2 that was as unlikely 


at laſt accompliſhed? why may not this then 
'| be done? and ſoſets about it , without any 
'| more objeEings againſt it,with this reſolus 
tion; @ucguid fieri potuit, poteſts That which 
hath. been don2ymay be done,..Such a ſpirit 
[asthis is aſham&l, 201 ſee, and;;hear, and 
| 2th<rs, and.what. poor things it hagh all this 
| while been employed in; | Syetoxius. reports 
| <6 he tetched a deep high, yecaule he atthaty 
1285. had dong ſo Jiatles. Yea, ſo.tar.is a, rue 


tics,as Davide Worthies ſhewed the excellen 


'\\Holtexo gratifierheir Lord. Tf the worthies | 


of Fulius Ceſar, that: ſeeing Alexangers Stars | 


heroical 
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| = clvice audaprecitus fririt- (! 
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tunity offered of ſhewing' ſo much the more! 
loveto Jeſus Chriſt:ſo much the more ſinces 
rity, and power of grace to bring ſo/much 
the more honour to God and his cauſe, and 
in this it rejoyces; this was the reaſon why 


hcroical-ſpirit from being diſcouraged "by | 
difficalcics, as irs raiſcil b iſhcalee ns | 


its laid of atrac godly man\, that he'ſtirs. up1. 
the hypocrite," that be holds on hisway ,-) and. 
grows (tronger and ſtronger,” 7ob 17.8 9. When: | 


- | a difficulty, whenany oppoſition or danger | 
comes in Gods wayes> now it ſees an oppors:;|. 


itheir ſufferings for Chriſt. - | 
When Ignatius telt his fleſh, and bones bes 
gin to be ground betwixt the teettvof wild 
beaſts, now ſays he,Tvegin to bea chriſtian,» 
When Alexander ſaw an apparent great dan» 
gerneer Ihim, his ſpiritworks on this mars 


mind of Alex#xder to encounter withal-When.. 
David art firſt heard of being the- Kings ſon 

inlaw,he was troubled at it. 1 Sam. 18. 225 
Bus when he knew what adifficult 'and bas. 
zardable ſeryice he was-to undertake for it, 


the Apoſtles and Martyrs rejoyced ſo; much 1 


ner: Now ſays he,hete is a danget figſorthe ew 


| 


then ſays the Text in v, 26: It pleaſed David 
wel to be the Kings ſon in law: that which 
would have diſcouraged others who would 
gladly have had the preterment, that raiſed 
the ſpirit of David, and made him like the 
offer the better; and ſurely this was not ar 
ordinary common ſpirit; it was the true} 
magnanimity of -the ſpirit of Davids 


om periculum 
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it converſes fo 
much with ſerious things of high and infi- 
| nite conſequence, that it muſt needs be put 
ina ſcriousframe. 

Eleventhly, It is an ative, lively fpirit, 
{erious but not Zallzn not heavy, dul;folid but 
not ſtupid, 2 Pet. 2.5, The godly are called 
lively ftexesz(tones, bzcaule of their ſolidneſs; 
lively, becauſe of their aRiveneſs : God is 
himſelf a pureat, and theſe ſpirits have 
ſome likeneſſe tohim, and nearnefſ: with 
him ; the higher things arz, the more a&ivz| 
water mare then earth; ayre more then was | 
ter, ficemorethen all; theſe ſpirits are raiſed| 
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|thatzand glory, more then alk the more ſpi- | 
ritual, the more,aCQive; the more power the 
| form hath over the matter , the more aftiie 


[Þrrit, 


preciotis Pirit. EY 
— ———— 


«ls is from life, and the 


more then the plants, and the rational: lite 
more then the ſenſe, and grace more then 


© <BESD « v _— ——— 


the thing is; and the more the form is ſurk, 
aSit were into the matter, there. the leſle; - 
&ivene ſt; as in the earth, andall heavy bc- 
dies; now where life is, there the form hath 
moſt power ;and the higher the lifgthe grea 
ter the power . Godly ſpirits therefore. are 
not melancholy; for melancholy makes dul, 
out they are aftiveand lively, though they 
may be heavy and ſad, if pvt to fome im- 
ployment nor ſurable co their ſpirits; but put 
them upon ſpiritual imployments, and then 
you ſhal ſind them lively and ative; when 
they have to dealwith God, when drawing 
near unto him in ſpiritual exerciſes, then 
they are ful of life, they are fervent in ſpirit, 
ſerving the Lord,as Kaye. 12.11. Boyling is 
A the word fignifies, when ſervingthe 
Lord. The effetual fervent Þ oo of the righ« 


teous gvails much , Saint James 5 Chept. 16 


verſe. The working prayer, ſo the word fig- 
nifies, and ſuch a working that notes the 


\moſt lively aRivity. chav can be. Birds, | 
| whoſe 
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| faichful ſpirits, faithful co God and men, 


| where tofind them, if you know their prin, 
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" {whoſe motion ison high, fly Twifely when 


they are got up,burflutcer when they ate be- 


low; ſo the ſpirits ofthe godly, when they | 
are got up on highto Godin ſpiricual £EX* | 


erciſes, then they move” lively : but when 
they are bufied in inferior thirigs,] they are 
oft-times dul and heavy. 

Twelfthly , the ſpirits ofthe godly are 


ſach as wil certainly ftick to, and will be 
traeto their principles; you may know 


ciples, which are ſound and good , as be- 
fore. Th rizhteous is an everlaſting foundati- 


"IB 2 
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0n,Prov,ro. 25. you may build upon him; 
ther2 is an evenn2{sin all his wayes, a con- 
ſtancy,an univerſalicy of truch and faithful- 


neſſe; for it proze:ds from the holineſſe of 
their ſpirics,as the faichfulneſT: of Go d pro: | 
ceeds from holineſſe : and therefore thoſe 
mercies of David,Iſai.55. 3- they are called 
the holy ſure things of David, AGs- 13. 34. 


Gols holinefſz makes them ſurc,being once | | 


promiſed. | 

There may be a particular faithfulneſs 
in ſom? thingsbetween' man and man,where' 
but ſom? common gifts , .and the ſpirit, not 
this choice ſpirit:but that faichfulnes comes | 
not froma holy fram#; and thefore there is 
not an univerſality in It. | 

Theſe are the ſpecial qualifications of this | 
other ſpirit, theſe ar2 the bright gliſtring | 
Pearls with waich a godly ſoul , the Kings | 
daughtzr; th: Spouſe of Jeſus Chrift is 


beau- | 
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a choice and @ precious. Spirit. 


beauriful wichin,and enlightened , free, roy” 

al, ſublime, humble, ſan&ified,publike,heros 
ical; ſerious, ative, fithful ſpiricy this is | 
another ſpirit indeed, not the common ordi 
nary ſpirit. | 

'Sixtly, another ſpirit, it feeds upon other 
comforts, differing from thoſe that common | 
ſpirits feed upon; Every life draws to it 
things ſurable to the nature of it , and finds 
ſome kind of content and comfort in the en- 
joyment of ſuch things. We accqunrtlif:no 
life except it hath the fillings of ic with 
things ſutable,from whence it may have com. 
fort, according to the vari: ty of ſeyeral prin: 
ciples, whereby every creature that hath life 
lives-: ſuch is the variety of comforts in the 
world; fo the Jife of this ſpirit muſt have 
comtorts ſutable to it, and becauſe it differs” 
from the life of other ſpirits, rthefefore the 
comforts of it are different,it lives upon other 
comforts. The life of a Dogg is maintained 
by carrion, of a Swine by (wil, of a Toad by 
{poyſon; but what doth a man care for theſe ? 
though carrion lie-in the ditch, though ſwil 
bein the kennel , though poyſon caſt upon | 
|rhe dunghi], he caresnot for ttigem 3 for his 
life is maintained by , and fe2ds upon other 
comforts. Thus though the men of the 
world living by fenſe and luſt, have no other 
comforts-to feed upon, but ſuch asare ſutable 
tothem; yet the godly have a litethat hath 
higher and more nobl2 principles, they 
feed upon higher ani mor2 noble comforts-'| 
VVhile Nebucadnezzzr lived the life of a 
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Oecolampadins, 


was reſtored tohis Kingdom, and began to 
live the life of. a King, he had other com» 
forts to feed upon and delight himſelf -in, 


the light of the Sun, ted by beavenly influ- 
ence; but the joys of other men are as the 


matter; for ſo Selemon makes the compariſon, 


—— 
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the joys of the wicked he compar*s tO a 
candle, Pcov.24.20. The Candle of the wicked 
ſhall be put out, The men of the world have 
ſeduced ſpirits, thiy feed npon aſhes, Iſa.44.20. 
Theccurſe of the Serpent is upon them, -upen 
their bellies they go, duſt they eat,while they 
feed upon their Swill and Husks : the ſpirits 
of the Saints find bread in their fathers houſe; 
their comforts are: inward : Agood man ts 
ſatisfied from himſelf, Prov.13.14 he hath a 


abroad : Godlixeſs with contentment ts great 


nihes. 


When Oecolampadius lay ſick, his friends 
him ? he clapt his hand on his breſt,and ſaid, 
ritual comfert, that which ariſcs tronra right 


cnap.5.v. 13.'tranſlated merry, Is euluue, the 
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Prov.24. $. The righteous is as the Sun,that ſhines | 
| more and more and more unto the perfet day;aud 


| Muy "WM gracious pirtt, 
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]beaft, he fed on graſs; but after, when he|- 


The joy of the ſpirits of the godly are like] 


light of a Candle, fed by baſe and ſtinking | 


| 


— — 


ſpring within his own breſt,he need not ſhark| 
gain, ſaith the Apoſtle, 1T:w.6:6- godlineſs| ©; 
with ſelſ-ſufficiency , ſo the Word fig-| 

askt him, whether the light did nos offend| 
Hic ſat lucis, Here is lig ht\enough; this is ſpi-F 


frame of ſpiric. Hencethe word in St. Famer| 


mir | 


rectitude ot the mince; noting that all cruz]; 


Rand when the. Lord moſt preſent , moſt 
| [enjoyed. O che vain iHSſual ſpirits have 


W's: mace of the Name of the Lord, Amos 6.10. 


"| Mritito feed upon f.ch- comforts, is a'choice 


"| Yforchicy ace adminiftred to the {gul by a ſpe- 
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and-do debate it. How nuch beneath the ex+- 
of beaſts, the juyce of the Grape,,or any 


to the. fenſitive part ? but there are comforts 
that-are above the ſoul, ſpiritual,. heavenly, 
divine things, and theſe- this ou It feeds up» 
on; they are comforts that the ſyiritrejoyces 
A beforethe Lord : That a ſweet and blefſed 
Joy indeed, thatie enjoyed before the Lord ; 


Joy, but not before the Lord ; the appre- 


lhenſion.of the preſenice of the Lord damps| 


| all: and therefore they deſire 10t to have mere 


v0 torejoyce, as to be able tobleſs God for 


Yaur joy 3 fo to rejayce,as to make the preſence | 
Tot God the chiet niaier of our joy, this, trac | 


Joy intleed;this;righe ſpiricual joy tor the ſpi> 
Bblefling indeed. They are ſpiritual comforts, 


Arch maſt:come from the right frame of'th* 
minde. As; for-other mirth, J'bave faid. of. 
laughtee, Ic is mady and of mirth, What doſt 
. the? As when. the hamorsot thebody: are 
Jail ina right tempzr,there is a ſweet ſenſitive 
delight in the body; much more in the ſpirit | 
when the faculties and the frame 0f. it are in | 
aright temper. 'Spirttual- comforts are ſuch | 
48 are above'the foul, and therefore \put an 
excellency upon. it; the comforts that are-in 
things beneath the faculry cannot but be m:3; 


—cC 


ccllency of the ſpirit of a man, is the fiſh 


vain ſports, or whatſoever may give content 
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A gractous ſpirit, © © 
ciall work ofthe Holy Ghoſt? it is the' olfice 
|| that the Holy Ghoſt is defigned to','' by 

the Father and the  Sonne,, tobe the Com» 
forter, ro bring in ſotable comforts to the 
ſpirits of his ſervants 3 and ſurely the hely 
Ghoſt wil not be — tothis work of his; 
as the Father and the Sonne' have been full] 
and glorious in all their works,ſo is-the Holy 
Ghoſt in his ; and therefore ſuch muſt be the 
comforts of the ſpirits of Gods ſervants , as 
muſt manifeſt a glcrious work of the holy 
| Ghoſt , inthe diſcharge of that he is ſent to 
| doe by the Father and the Sonne. No marvel 
then though the Apoſtle called this joy unſeat 
kable and glorious.Confider what ajdifference 
muſt there needs be between the comfort that 
alitele meat and drink,and vain'fperts afford, 
and the comforts of the holy Ghoſt,which he 
conveys intothe ſoules of the godly , by the 
appointment of the Father & the Son? Surely 
theſe muſt needs be ſoul- ſatisfying, ſoul ras 
viſhing conſolations : God isthe God of all 
conſolation ; and therefore here arc all cons 
{olations. There is ſurely infinite good and 
ſweetneſſe,treaſures of allexcelency in God; 
and whar are they all for, tut ro be comforts| 
| for the ſpirits of his ſervantsto rejoyce in? 
theſe are not for common orginary ſpirits, 
they have meat the' world knows  notof, a 
| ſtranger ſhal not intermeddle in thoſe joyes: 
| men ofrank and quality,as they are in hight 
| cr condition then-others , ſo their comforts| 
and delights are much diffcrent tom the de#| 
lights of ordinary people. As God hath|/t 
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raiſed} 


gb-|/!9theayrc , when on the top of trees, then 


jy! 
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Fjcholg,it is becauſe they differ no more from 


an_—_— ; 


{Saints ſhould bemoſt ſad and melancholy: 
[they arethe children of the Light , yea that 


[they-meddle too-much with things below; it 


ED. 


# choice and'a precions pirits * 
| 1. CEE TEENY EDIT TIER FR TIES. 
failed the condition of his people higher then 
other men, fo he hath raiſed their:comforts 
Childrens bread from the Lords own table, is 
provided for them,while husks & ſwil ſerves 
worldly ſpirits. - Their comforts ſach;as arc 
the delights of God himſ:lte', and of Jeſus 
Chriſt; they pes with themin their joys: 
and ſurely, ſach Joycs as they come and joyn 
with them in, muſt needs be ſweet and glori. 


| ous indeed, I and my Father ( ſayes Chriſt) 


wil come and - Gram them , and they ſhall: ſup 
with me. They have daintics which their ſpi- 
rits: feed upon;'that are favoryeven'to the 
Father and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. - Surely, 
theworld miſtakes,” who thinks the life of. 
godlinefſe not to be a comfortable life 3 as it: 
the rolt excellent and highelt life ſhould-have: 
the-worſt and loweſt condition: ſurely it is a 
groſſe miſtake,tothink that the ſpirits of the 


ſpirits; Gods.Spitit witneſſes of them , that. 
they are light. | If they be fad, iris becauſc 


is when their ſpiritsare down; when they get 
uptheir ſpirits to heaven]y things, then'they: 


theirhearts are-inlarged, their ſoulsare filled | 
withjoy. The birds do not uſe to fing when 


they are on theiground, but when got up in- 


th:yſing ſweetly. If they be ſad and melan, 


53 


theworld then they do, becauſe they re- 
FT F 3 | tain 


P 


Spirirus Calvi- 


nianus eft ſpiri- 
tus melancholi- 


in?|{}| can rejoyce and fweetly delight themſelves ; |***- 
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| fort in any<reatuire. Itthe Swinecould.ex- 
{preſſe ic{elf;, it would yougthat no fuch 
comfort as in $will and Nung.,and wanders 
that ariy. other .creature' can take comfort in 
| any,otherchinig/like tatbis;becauſe theſe low 
] vile thingsare fo (urable ro:them they-think] 
therecan be-no ſuch condfort trarimberthing}] 
I'thefe' thingsithey rejoyceinys dorchey know!Þ || 
no-betterjbudif-their natures were charigec | 
|-rheir greateſt comfort. would be in thedefph] 
ling and vilifying ſuch comfarts.Saint Agr] 
I/tize before his » converſion. covid not-e} 
Quam ſurve how heaſhould:want thoſe:delights he found 
iftts ſuavitat; Ho muck contentment. in 3 bu&after;when i 
| 945 carere. | natur2.was changed', when: he had anot 
| fpiritputinto him,then-he ſaiesO how ſwettY | / 
- | isic to-Fe without thoſe former ſweet delights | 
.-| You-think we þave' no coamforcs, 'or at leaf 
«11 not liked yeurs;know , we carrtaſtg | naturall 
comforvas' well as you, iftive poy ory of finnt 
be not mixed with them; and/God gives: 
lcave tarejpyce- in 'them:i:{Zod hath'macry 
| theſ@ ourward comforts forttis ſervants. Sure | * 
ly God hath notmade the flowers tor theSpil 
ders 'and' Frogs;butratherifor the Beetoffud 
py out-ot them: we can taſt another manna 
| ot {weerneſs in them;then you: canzfor-wet 
ta 
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taſte the love of Gad through them ; we ca 
taitethem as the comforts that flow from thar 
God in whom” all comfort is ; we can tatte | 
them as forerunners of eternal comforts, AJ 
Bee can fack her honey out ot a flower, thata 
Flie cannot do. 

But beftdes theſe; there arz other convey- 
ancesof comforts, through which oar ſpirits 
tinde comforts to feed on 3; namely, the Or- 
dinances, where the Lord lets our him(elf in 
a bleſſed ſweet manner 'to the ſouls of his 
ſeryants ; and yet beſides, Godcommunicares 
Ire immediatly, 2 The!.2 16-Now 
our Lord Feſus Chriſt himſelf, and God even our | 
| Father, which hath loved us, and hath given us | 

everlaſting conſolation. Do you think we hav: 
$100 comforts ? What; did- Jeſus Chriſt come 
Into the world, ſuffer fo many ſorrows and 
miſeries; die ſach a pxintul death, and all to 
bring us co a mbre forrowful eſtate then we 
had before? Let ns alone with! arr comforts, | 
we envy not yours, As Tertullian fays, in his 
[Apology againſt the Gentiles, herein do we 
us [oferd you 7" If we believe there are other. plea- | x" 

ay | ures, if "we will not delight in our ſelves, it ss nedgngen we 
avg jon op wrong 3 we reject thoſe things that pleaſe | ares: hoblets. 
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Yon, "and "for are not delighted withours. 11 nolums, no- 
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| herein the excellency. of this gracious Spirit 
appears. | 


po they are men of another ſpirit, and 
this is their exccllency:; A ſpirit thus 
differenced from the world,. where all this is} 
found, is an excellent ſpirit indeed. Here is 
rue worth; all the bravery and glory of the} 
'world not worthy to be mentioned with this.} 
| The ſoul is the excel[<ncy of @ man, and this] 
isthe excellehcy of the ſoul: a mans felf. is 
his ſoul. Hence whereas in Matth 16,26. It is] 
ſaid, IVhat ſhall it profit a man if - he gain the} 
whole wirld, andloſe his own{ſoul ? It is ſaid in| 
another Evangeliſt, Luke 9-25. What fhall it 
profit a man if he gainthe worid , and loſe hims 
ſelf ?Surely,fpiritual excellencies are rhe high+| 
eſt excellencies; ar, , 4 
Firſt, theſe ſpiritual excellencies have this| 
propriety in them, they make a man a better; 
| man, whereſoever they are, which bodily ex 
cellencies do not, nor all the riches nor ho» 
nours inthe world : A man is not the better] 
man becauſe he bath money, cloaths,honours| 
bettcr dyet than others; theſe are but outs] 
ward things added ro him, no intrinſical ex 
ccllencies. |; 
Secondly, theſe ſpiritual] excellencies art} 
the beginnings of eternal life, the ſame life} 
we {hall have in Heaven : .and- hence the} 
| | work? 
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The earneſt of | the Spirit 3 not a pawn, but an 
earne({t : for a pawn is to be returned again, 
but an earneſt is part of the whole ſum that 


{is to follow. That which we have of Gods 


Spirit, 1s part of the glory we ſhall have ful- 
ly in heayen ; it is\not only an evidence un- 
to us that there is glory coming, but it is a 
beginning of. the glory, the fulneſs whereof 
is to come afterward. Such a ſpirit as hath 


lifeof the world, even the liteof. heaven, the 
ſame life that Angels and Saints 'do live in 
heaven , the life of thoſe blefſed fpirits 
there, _ 

We miſtake if wethink eternal life is only in 
heavenzeternal life is in this world,in the cx- 


1 70b.3.15. Life is the chicf excellency com« 
municated tothe Creature; & the higheſt life, 
the higheſt excellency. There is more diſtance 
between the excellency of the meaneſt, weakeſt 
godly man in the world,and the moſt eminence 
man for parts and common gifts/only , than 
between the mezneft.and weakeſt godly ſoul, 
and the moſt eminent glorified Saint in_the 
higheſt heavens;the weakeſt godly man excels 


him that is moſt eminent in common gifts, 


more then the moſt eminet Saint in hcaven ex. 
cels him: for the glorified Saint is only higher 


inthe principles, yea, and in ſome luſtre, the 
'meaneſt Saint on earth hath ; he hath that 


1 [ (which will at laſt grow up tg gary 


work of Gods-Spirit in the Toul, bs called 


this life, lives a life far above the commen.| 


ceJlent frame of the ſpirits of Gods ſervants, | 


in ſome degrees inthe ſame excellency,which | 
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{glory : but the diftance between him, and the 
{man who onely hath the excellencies of 
parts, learning, common gifts,it is eſſential : 
| All parts and common gifts in the world can | 
1 | nzver grow up tothis. 
| Thirdly, yea thisisnot onely the life of| 
Angels,the life of Heaven, bur the life of God 
| | himſelf; .tor ſoir is called by God himſelf, 
' Ratio nibil ali- | Eph. 4, 11. Seneca ſayes of Reaſon that it 15 
1 eſt, quam in| part of the Divine ſptricin mans body ; it is 
Corpus —_ {much moretrueof Graces it enables the ſou! 
oariowem erſa. in'ſome r:ſemblance to come the neareſt that 
| Seneca Epiſt- _ be, to liveas God lives, towork as God| N | 
| 67s | works : itreprefents God inthe higheſt plo+| | 
| ry,and theretore it is called The Image of God: 
This ſhews more tothe world what God is,| 
then all the frame of Gods creation beſideslt 
| s.not as an Image which hath onely the dead 
Jlintaments drawn, though there be ſome 
| beauty in this;- but as the Image in a glaffe, 
| which preſentsthe motion as wel as thelineas|}l : 
| ments yea, and not only ſo, but as the ſon[  * 
_ |that bears the image of his Father , and this} 
| repreſents the life: oras if a glaſte had life in} 
it,and ſo conld enjoy the ſweetneſſe,the good 
of that image it repreſents unto ir ſelf, This 
ſpiricis ſuch a living glaſſe of the bleſſed 
God,that it enjoy:s the good & ſweetneſſe of 
-that Image of God it hath init; Yea one d:- 
gree higher, it i- called the very divine nature, 
2Pet, 1.4. as if it were nothing elſe but a 
ſparkle of the Deity it ſelf; Seneca hath a 
ſtrong ſpeech concerning mans ſoul, VUbat| 


Can we cal the ſoul (ſayss he) but God abiding | 
FOOD: Al 
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| we have {poke of! Yea, yet. there is a higher 


| the excellency of Foſhna, that he had the ſpi- 


[the fpirir ntoh 
[{1Þirit of Go#himfelftyea to, be ane ſpirit with 
|him?Pur aUthelſe then together, godlineſſe by 
| which this'pther ſpiritis raiſed higher then 
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| # choite anda previos firit. 
ty our humani'body ? If A ſoul that hath onely 
natural excellengies, come fo near God, how! 
nearthen comes it untb him, when raiſed by 
thoſe ſpiritual and ſupernatural excellencies 


degree then this 3 it is called rbe,g/ory of the 
Lord, Rem, 2:23- yeaa higher degree then all 
the former;theexcellency of thisſpirit is ſuch 
a3 it is one Spirit withGed himſelf,1 Cor. 6,17, 
He that is joyned to the Lord,is one ſpirit. Ic was 


59 
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Seneca. 


ritof Moſes upon him of Eliſha , that he, had 
Eihazwhat is it then to have the 


common {pfrits,it is the life 'of God,the Image 
of God, the divine nature. the glory of Gog, 
yea one'ſpirit with God; and i not here an 
high and glarious excelency ?. | 

Fourthly,this makes him.whereſoever it is, 


| fitixo glorthe G6 in the world,and fothe ſol 


| thus endued, Is not onely . a _glaffeto repre- 
ſent, aliving glafſe to enjoy the comfort. of 
whatit doth reprefentzbut as a glafſe to refle& 
'npon the face oi God himſclt, the'glory of his 
"own Image? And that by a' principle within 
it ſelf. Other, glafſes can refle& upon the 
thing whoſe image it hath, if ated by a hand 
externally;, but.this by.an inward principle, 
amdſo gives God his glory afively,which no 
{other creature can'do,but Angels, and mens 
fouls, who have theſe ſpiritual excellencies in 


\[them. Werettnot tor a few of theſe 1 pirits, 
__ what 
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"thow little would he be minded, or regarded? 
{But theſc are they who have high thoughts of 


{whodo reverence, fear, adore, love,olcave to, 


inthe world; thefe ſanRife his. Name in his 


—_ ” — — 


F-T-—"..x gracious ſpirit, $ 
What glory would God have in the world? 


God,who have trembling frames before him, 
truſt in, magnifie the name of the great God 


worſhip, they worſhip him as a God, they 
worſhip bim in ſpirit and truth, and ſuch 
orſhippers God ſecks, Zobs 4. 23- as theſe 
he highly cReems of, and much rejoyces inz 
theſe take notice of him inall his creatures, 
in the wayes of his providence, anduſe the 
creatures for him, bo whom they arc; the 
glory of God is dear and precious to- theſe; 


[kept in ſome mcaſure in their purity , they 
'to God as to their center, 


| fore the Lord, to have converſe, and enjoy 
communian with him, Bex. 1-4. we read;that 
thoſe that were judged fit to ſtand 'in the 
Kings pallace before King Nebucadnezzar, 
they muſt have no blemilh, they muſt be wel- 
favoured, and skilful in all wifdom,and cuns; 
ning in knowledg, & underſtanding ſcience, 
andtaught the learning,and the tongue of the 
Chaldeans. . | 
| Every fpirit.is notfit to ſtand before the 
King of Heaven, to have. converſe with! 
him 3 none but the reaſonable creature is 


, 
% ' 


this is the exccllency of their ſpirits, they arc | 
ſnot ſunk in the dreggs of the world,but being 


work up to God, do as ic were naturally flow 


Fifthly, theſe are ſuch as are fit to ſtand be- 


capable of any ſuch thing as communion! 
wi 
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a choice and a preciows ſpirit. [Cx 
1?| | |with' God, 'and it muſt be: the reaſonable 
12] | | ereatore thas raiſed, they muſt be men of 0 
of |] | ther ſpirits: A man of an excellent ſpirit 

p, | | [cannot endure converſe with baſe fordid ſpi. 

o,| | |rits; much lefle can God, who is thar'bleſfed: | 
5d! | [holy Spirit. | No creature can have commu- 
is] Þ [nion with another, Þut ſuch as live the ſame | 
ey | | [life 3 hence the beaſt cannot have communi»? | 
ch 

ſe 

nz 

s, 

he 

he 

(- 

re 


on with man; becauſe mans proper lite is ra- 
tional; theſe are the ſpirits whobeing parta- 
kers of the life of Ged, are fitted for converſe | 
and communion with him « Likenefſe is the | 

round of alllikingin communion, it is the] | 
ikeneſſe they haveto God that makes God to; 4 
delight in communion with them; God loves: 
{| |todwel with theſe, and in a ſpecial manner, 
1g] | |2 Cor. 6. 10.'As God hath ſaid, I wil dwell in 
ey] | | them, and walk in them; I wil be their God, ns | 
w| | [they ſhalbe my people 3 the words are very fig-] 
'£ [nificant In the Original 3 Twil dwel in them, | #yornnow by | 
e-| jo the werds 2re There are two things in | <v7sis. q 
w] | |the Original, as if God could never have | 
at] £ | near enough communion with them., Pſalm 
41, 22. Fe ſets them beſore kis face for ever,as|- 
r;| | [loving to look upon them. Now how © | 
| Þ [ercat , how inconceivable a dignity isthis,l 
>| | [for che poor creature to have this near ccm- | | 
e| | [munion witkGed?curſed be that man,ſays that] 
xe] | [noble Marqueſs Marcus Galeacens, that prizes 
| Þ [all the gold and filver in the wcrid worth one 
vel © [dayes cnjoyment of ccmmunien with Jeſus | 
h1 & | Chrict;he w 2s a man of 2notber fpiric , who | 
is| | ſpake from bis own experience of p 1weet he, 


kad foundo t ccmn unicn with Chiilt , who] g 
hach : 
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| tg walk with God : God took them upeven 


/ to. hide his face from |theſe. - That hidden 


| rules of ſtrifneſſe, -of purging the heart, of 
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nth gael leh much honoyr .and ;riches| h 
| from him. Ecb and Noch who were menlf; 


{of other ſpirits in their generations, 4ne ſaid 


{in.this world to walk with, him; many'a 
ſweet turn have theſe ſpirits with their God 
God delights to have them near him, that he 
might reveal and communicate; himſelf to 
them; theſe know much of Gods minde 3 the 
| ſecretsof the Lord are with theſe,and tothem 
hereveals his Covenant. God doth not love| 


wiſdom which the Princes. of the World 
knew not, which! eye hath not ſeen , ear heat, 
neither hath entred into the hearts'of men to con 
ceive, yet hath the Lord revealed them to us by his 
Spirit, ſaith the Apoſtle, 8 Car, 2. 1c. even by 
that ſpirit that ſearches the deep things of Got, 
and by vertue of this communion, thefe can} 
prevail much with God, As it is ſaid of 
Facoh, Gen. 32. 26, as a Prince he had pow*|f 
er with God and prevailed. Hence Saint 
Bernard in his meditations, - giving divers 


being humble and holy, And when thou ait 
thus, faith he, then remember me; as knows 
ing the prayers of. ſuch a one would much} 
' prevail with God for blefling- 

Sixtly, this ſpiric is fit for any ſervic?, any 
employment God cals it to; it is a veſſel of 
mercy, fitted torthe Maſters uſe 3_ Many ho.| 
nourable ſervices God hath to be done in the} 
world; men of ordinary common fpiri ts, are |, 
ot it for them 3 if they ſhould be ſet about 


m them | 


\ 
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| a choice and a preciom ſpirit. 
AI'chem, they would ſpoil thework, atid diſks? 
e/gnour God in it,; . Ita man - have. 'a choice 
uIpiece of work, . he will not employ one that 
[hath not abiliry toreach toit ; he knows the 
nf work would tail, & itwould be his diſgrace. 
42 When God would imploy ſome about kunt. 
ding his Tabernacle, hefilsthem firſt with 
his Spirit; ſo he ſaith of Bezaliehand Aboliab. 
|£if a man be employed in goverament, he had 


"Jas Pharaoh (aid concerning 7oſeph,Gen.q1.38. 
wel When God choſ{eSanl tor government,he gave 
0 \Flim ancther ſpirit, ſo that he was another 
1d|Eman: When God had a piece of work to do of 
high eſteem beyond Sauls reach, he looks out: 
*\Ffor another, who had a more excellent fpirie 
bis hen Saul, and ſaith I have found a man ac» 
cording to mine own heart, who ſhall fulfl! 


al'Fthe uſe of it : What can it do ? *The excel 
of lency of the Angels is, in that they are mini» 
W*\Yiring ſpirits; and the excellency of man is to 
nt\be ſerviceable; his excellency isnot thathe 
12 Fcan cat, and drink, and ſport, and go fine,but 
of ttc he is of uſe, fitted for what fervice 601 
ut Bath todo in the worlds that he can further 
Woods ends in his works, that God may ſay of 

ch him, Thave found a man according ro mine 
own heart, that is preparec;to fulh} all my 
IY\ will. When Eſay 6: had his ſpirit purgec,hg* 


» tehing histongue with a cole from the Al: 
- ar, he preſently ſhews the excellency of his] 
TFpiric ia this, that wacn cod had a choice 


| 


need be ; man. in whom the Spirit of God is, | 


; 


0 Bll my wil). Theexcellency of-a thing is in | 


off Frifieg by that fign2 of one of the Cerubims| 


\ piece 
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| 


32 (AW& lg 
{piece of work todo, and asks vvbom he ſhall 
ſend,the Prophet readily and chearfully an- 
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A gracious ſpirit, bs 


ſvyers , Lord here am1, jend me: do but ſetthe 
ruth of God before theſe, it is enough; their 
ſpirits being gracious cloſe vvith-it, yeeld to 
it, obey it,ſet about the vyork it ſhews they 
ſhould doz but vvhen mens\pirits are corrupt 
and unſavory;there is ſoch a ſtir to convince 
them of Gods minde, in that vvhich is notas} 
greeableto them; ſo much adoe to prevail] 
with them to the prafice, though conviticed,} 


) that it would grieve a man to have to deal! 


with them. | 

The excellency of the ſpirits of Gods peo: 
ple is ſct ouitto us very ſweetly in that expreſs] 
ſion of the Plalmift,Pſalm 18. 44. As ſoon «| 
they bear, they ſhal obey me. There is a wil 
lingneſſe of ſpirit to their work , what 60d] 
would have, whatever it be,ifthey apprehend 
itabovetheſrreach, they caſt not off their 
workbur ſeek to 60d for ſupply of ability, 
knowing that there is ſpirit enough in 606, 
that 60d hath alwayes enough to enable the] 
ſpirits of his ſervantsunto,and carry them on| 
in any work he ſets them about; they know| 
that God wil neyer put any man upon any| 
ſervices, but by one means or other he wil| 
fit his ſpirit forthem : for it is the great de| 
light of 6od tohavemenin ſervice, to be of| 
ſpirits fitted for ſeryice» 'VVhen the Devil] 
himſelfhath any work to dohe chooſeth men] 
who have ſpirits fitted for his work, and 


in them he delights ; if the work re el 
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a choice and a'preciout ſpirit. 


in their paffions,and ſecretly , and infenſibl 

work their own ends, We read Revel.12. the 
Devill chere oppoſeth Gods Saints in fiery 
and op2n violence asa Dragon; but afterward 
Chap.13.. he gives his power to the Beaſt who 
had ſeven heads, who would work with more 
ſubtilcy , to draw the world aſter him;and as 
we reade Hof. 7. 4. 6,7, verſes, thoſe who Ia- 
boured to ſet up the Calves in Dax andBethe!, 
were as hotas an Oven to their purpoſes, in- 


| tencions,and defircs; but becauſe they ſaw the 
| beſt way to have the work ſucceed,was not to 


carry it onat firſt by open violence, therefore 
they were content to ſtay; As the Baker ceaſerh 
from raiting after he hath kneaded the dough 
uutil icbe leavened,& when it is once leaven- 
ed,then he puts it into the Qvenz fo they were 
content to totbear a while, untill they had 
lent fit inſtruments abroad amongſt the people 


Eto leaven them , to prepare them by per« 


{wading them,that it ſuch a thing, were done 
it were no great matter, they ſhould ſtil wor- 


ll (hip the true God ;-the difference was bur the 


circumſtance of the place;zand thus when they 


Ewere I:avenzd, then they wer? fit for theOQvenz 


Fithat is,for the purpoſes & intentions of thoſe 


who d:fired to ſer uo the Calves,which were 
Was hot asan Ov:in. According to any ſeryice 
Sithe Devill -bhath- for n22n 4. he hath devices to 
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| boldnes and impudence, he hath men ot dar 

ring ſpirit , who wil ſet upon it, go through 
with its If it requires ſubtilty, he chooſerh: 
\men of more moderate ſpirits, who can keep 
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{relation of Hoſpinian concerning this. When 


mma. 
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' | theſe words ; Q thou choſen one of God, 


[ry , give him the crown ot all the holy Mar- 
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A gracious ſpirit, 


raiſes their ſpirits to that. height of wicked 
nefſe,as ſhall fit them for'it. We heve anotable| 


the Jeſuits have made choice of an Inſtrament| 
for that King-killing ſetvice,that theyintend 
to ſer him about , they do nor put him up- 
on it, untill they have firſt raiſed and 
fitted his ſpirit for the ſervice by theſc 
meanes. 

1. They bring him to a very private place 
in a Chappcll or Oratory , where the knifc 
lies wrapt up in a cloth with an Ivory 
ſheath , with divers 2haraQers , and Ag: 
Dei apon it zthey draw the knife,and bedew 
itwith holy water , aud hang onthe hafe of 
it om2 Beads conſecrated with this Indul- 
gence, That ſo many blowes, as he gives 
in the killing the King, ſo many ſouls he 
ſhall ſave out of Purgatory : then they 
give the knife to him, commending it in 


take to thee the ſword of Jephthab Samp- 
ſon, David, Gedeon, Judith, of Maccabeus, of 
Fulius the ſecond, who defended himſelt 
trom the Princes by his ſword : go and be 
wiſely couragious , and God ſtrengthen 
thy hand ;. then they fall upon their knees 
with this prayerz B2 preſent , O ye Cherw 
bins and Seraphins , be preſent ye Thrones, 
Powers,holy Angels, fill this veſſel with glo- 


tyrs;he 1s no Tonger ours,but your companion: 
and thou, O God, firengthen his arm, chal 
he miy doe thy will; giving him cy 


helnift 


- | man: they envy his happincfle,every one figh* 
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' helmer-and wings. to flie\ from his enemies, 
give himihy comforting beames, which may 
Joy him in the mic of all his ſorrews. Then 
they bring him tothe Altar,where the piure 
of :Facobus Clemens is , who killed Henry the 
| third of France,the Angels proteQting of him, 
and then they ſhew him a crown of glory , 
and ſay, Lord,r:ſpc& this thy arme, and ex- 
cutioner of thy Juſtice 3 then feure; Jeſuites 
are appointed privately to (peak-with him ; 
they tell him that they ſee a divine Juftre in 
this face, which moves them to fall down and 
kifſe his tezr,and now he is no: more a mortal] 


ing and ſaying, Wonld to God 1 were in your 
roome,that{might efcape Pemgatory,and go 
immediatly into Paradiſc;bur it they perceive 
him to ſhrink and be troubled aſter all this, 
they will ſometimes affright him with terti- 
ble apparitions in the nighr,and ſometimes 
havethe Virgin Mary,and the Angels appear 
before him.8c. Thus you ſez, how the Devil] 
will baye mens ſpirits fic for their work , and 
when they are fit, then hee uſes them, and not | 
before; much more will God look to have the | 
(pirirs of his ſervants fit for their employ- 
meats,and then onely he dclights to uſe them, 


and thoſe are the ſpirits whore highly ac- | 


inſthe ſight of God,who are freed for his own 
tervice.” | 


Seventhly, this put a luftre of Majzfty-an1 
beauty wpou a man. Wiſdom (much more 
| G 2 all| 
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|all the excellencics of this Spirit) makesa| 


| and had fallen, had he notbeen upheld by 


| Majeſty,and ſomewhat of the daunting power 


their company convinced, ſe]f-condemned ; 


| how to want and how to atound ; hw to bee full, 
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wans face ts ſhine; as the light of a Lantern 
puts aluſtre upon the Lantern , ſothe bright- 
neſſe of "theſe ſpirits puts a luſtre upon the 
men in whom they are, Men of ſuch ſpirits as 
theſe are, having a daunting preſence in the 
eyes of thoſe who behold them. Ir is report- 
ed of Baſil, that ſuch was. the majeſty and 
Juftre of his ſpirit appearing in his very coun» 
tenance,that when the Emperour Valens came 
unto him,while he was in holy exerciſes,that 
itſtrack tuch a terrour into him;that he recled 


thoſe that were with him. Whenthe Officers 
came totake Chriſt , he did but ſay, I ambe ,| 
and let out a beam of the Majeſty of hisDeity, 
it ſtruck ſuch a fear in them,as made them all 
fall backward. This ſpirit hath a beam of this 


of it:thow unable are wicked men to converſe 
with men of ſuch ſpirits?They often goe from 


their conſciences troubled, and their hearts|. 
daunted in them. | 

Eighthly, this ſpirit makes men fit for any 
condition that God ſhall put them intozthey 
know howſjro yeeld ro God,to finde out Gods 
meanihg , ro carry themſelves in every cone 
dition, ſo as to work-out that which God 
would have by it ; which men of or» 
dinary ſpirits cannot dv. Saint Pax! was 
a man of a moſt admirable ſweet ſpirit, and 
he {hews it much in this ; I kxow (ſayes he) 
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good. report andevill report and keep 


table to the condition,that the preſent which. 
God cals to, may go on.., ado 


ſome comfort in one conditi6n's but”in any: 
condition thatGodcals unto,to garvy on the 
work of that . condition with joy: and hence 
therecovering of the ſpirit fromadifrtemper- 
ed condition to a right frame,'is compared to 


If aman beovertaken in a fault, ye which are ſpi- 


[rituall reftore ſuch a-one in the ſpirit of meckneſſet 
the word ſignifi es, Put him into-joynt again.| ,,,7 elites | 


_ here you haye had the diſcovery; :as of: 
what this other ſpirit.is,{o, wherein the;excelt; 


us make Application of all; © + © 1 


G 3 


' q 4 
. 
L 
- 


a choise and a precious ſpirit. | 
and how ts be empty. He could goe through | 
his |: 
way ſtill, and carry his work before him; it]: 
is the weaknefſe and:vanity of our fpirit that |. 
makes us'think that if wee were in fuch and |: 
ſuch a condition, then we: could ' do thus or | 
thus.z this is a temptation to hinder us from | 
the duticsof the preſent condition,by. putting |, 
our thoughts upon anotherlt isthe excellency |, 
of ones ſpirit,if the preſent condition be not | 
ſutable to the minde,to make the minde-fu- | 


When a joynt inthe-body is-ſetright; it | 
enables not ondly to move 0n&Way' without | 
paine, but tomove any uracol 1gtothe | 
aſe of the member; ſo where ones; ſpirit is ſet | 
rightz/it doth not onely enable to:go on with | 


the ſetting of a member in-joynt:A3,G-al, 6.1. | 


encie of this -orher ſpirit lies';; nowthen! ler{ 
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A diſcovery to themen of 452 world,whereby they 
may. ſee that their-ſpirits/areuot 


rits of godlj;men.' fn leh 


Enc: letthe men of the;world ſee, there: 
is a grzat difference between their {pi» 
rits, and the ſpirits of the-godly. There are 
men indeed 'of excellent ſpirits, God hath 


whom he converſes, whom he employs in high | 
and excel-ptſervices::;'but you are of-baſe, | 
fordid;mckear fvirics; he fpiric- of whore . 
dom, of-lying ;-ftubbornn=te;:vanicy , folly: 
is in you: your ſpirits drofh2, ſenſual, fro? 


-— 


| unſavory,unfairh{ul, perverſe : What delight | 
can the Lorgh whois ah infinite, holy, glori-| 
ous Spirit, taks ni fuch-?: How: far arc theſe] 
fromanyicommunion withGod 2 No marvel. 
though mnothirig- af Go: : or-any ſpiritual | 
thing be favary; tor ther, -Qh the corrupt] 
principles that.mens ſpirits ate poſſeſſed with 

the corrupt rales they go by, and corrupt ends| 
they havetniwhar they doi!,the baſe employ. | 
ments chey put: their ſpirics-to, che noi ſon} 
| diſtzmpers of them, . and- baſe comforts: they]. 
feel upon: The. beart- of: the! wicked is (ittle| 
worth, ſays t1e Scripture , Prov. x0; 296 Pers 
haps your Linds, your houſes may be ſome: 
thing worths but what are your' hearts 


” — - 


like the pi- | 


ſuch in' theworld, irr whom'he delights, with | 


= 


worth ? they are worth nothing , full off 
c 


— 


— 


[Godin them? If the Lord ſhould give men| 


pure, glorious: Spirit. God abhorrs not any 


|j&of- Gods hatred, bur the corruption of | 
; (picirs, God made mans foul at fir a 


- 
—_— 


chaff and droſs; like childrens pockets, full; 
of ſtones and dirt, while the ſpirits of the 
godly are ftorc-houſes of moſt choice and | 
precious treaſures. 

When Grace is gone from the ſoal, the ex- 


Reuben, his excellency was departed, in re- 
ſpe jof that fin of his. How many a man 
or woman, who have tair comely bodies, good 
complexion, beautifully dreſſed up;but within 
ſpirits moſt ugly and horrid ; ſpirits ful{ of 
filth, full of venom and loath ſom diftempers; 
ſpirits fall of wounds and. putrified ſores, 
breeding filthiaeſs continually ; nothing cle 
batfith and corruption ifſuing out from them; 


How unfavory to any who have the leaſt of 


but a view of: the-horrid deformedneſs, and 
filthineſs of their ſpirits, it would amaze 
them, 8 fink their hearts in woful horror;they 
could not but'abhor themſelves , as loathſom 
creatures, fit to be caſt out from rhe Lord, as 
an everlaſting curſe : cſpecially, it together 
with the filth-of their own ſpirits, they had | 
a light of the infinitz brightneſs, and glo- | 
ry of the holineſs of (od, who isan infinite, 


other filthineſs, 'but the filth of ſpirits. The 
Devils 'are abhorred of God, becauſe they 
are unclean ſpirits. There is no other 05- 


| a choice an1'a precious ſpirit. . 


cellency is departed from it; as it was ſaid of | 


Men of corrupt minds, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks? | 
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moſt excellenc-crzaturz, the very glaſs of his 
| own 


71 
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what an ugly, taſe, loathſome creature 18 it 
where it is not-renewed? if m:ns bodies 


-—” 


certainly «this ſpirit- defilement is incom- 
parably worſe. If men s bodies | were ſo pu* 
trified that they bred yermin continually: 
(as itis reported of Maximinus) how grie” 
vous would it be to them? Their ſpirits 
'bave theſe loathſom diſeaſes upon them, 
by which they are infinitely more miſerable. 
[t they bad ſuch a diſtenper of bedy, as 
their 6xcr:m:nts came from ehem,when they 
knew not of it, this would be accounted a 
grievous evill : but their ſpirits ſo corrupt, 


that much filth comes from them, and th 7 


know not of it. Many are {odeeply putrifi- 
ed in'their ſpirits, that they-uſually {wear 


think this a fvflicienc excuſe, that they did 
not think of it; A 
It is arule in nature:, that the corruption 


{tain in ines Cambrick vyorſe thep in a cuurle 
cloth : So by how much theſpirit-of a man 
is more excelent naturally. 'then-the body, 
vshich is the kratiſhpartz/ by ſo'mach-' the 
corruprion of the ſpirit is a greater evil.then 
any thebody is capable. of, © The realon 
why the Devilsare ſo vile and” niiſerable 


When 


Wh *FyY 
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own infinite wiidom and holinef[:3 bat now 


wzre deformed, and ran with Joathſome| 
iſſues, 81d putrifed ſores, how dejedel| 
would they be 1n' their own thoughts ? But} 


and ſpeak filthily , and know not of it 1 tg 


of the beſt thing is alwayes the: vyorſt, -as 4 


now, is becauſe fin ſeized upon natures}: 
vvhi ch by Creation vvcre moſt 'exceNet.} 
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a Choice and a precious ſpirit. 
When diſcaſcs ſeize onthe natural ſpirits in 


|| the body, they arg che moſt dangerous and 


deadly, Soul-diſcaſes , of all Aifcaſes are 
che greateſt evits, and uſually yrove deadly; 
yea, the leaſt ipirit-co rruption would moſt 
certainly pryve deadly, were it nogfor the 


ous then ten thouſand Worlds. Spirit-defilce 
mcnrtis ſuch a .defilement as defiles every 


impure all things are impure. Of what uſe are 
men vvhoſeſpirits are ſo vile ? many make 
no other uſe of their ſpirits, but tobe, as the 
Philoſopher ſaid of the {cnfitive.ſpul of che 
Swine, it ſeryed for no other uſe but to be as 
ſalt tq keepthe fleſh from ſtinking; How are 


clic but to make provition for the fleſh, an 


application ofthat blood that is more preci- | 


thing youmeddle with: as Tit..3.25- To the} 


g 


ſpirit, -capable of eternal communion” with | 
the blcfſed God, and tobe employed in ſuch 
high and Heavenly exerciſes, as for which it 
was made, ſhould now come tabe ſo. far de- 
generated and debaſed ! Eſpecially, how vile} 
is this, that men who in regard of eſtates and | 
place are raiſed above others, and be truſted | 
With large and blefſed opportunities of wor- 
thy ſervices for God & the Church: but they 
mind nothing but ſatisfying their luſts, to 
dave their ſports;letthe cauſe ofGod,Church, 
'or Common-wealth lie bleeding,they regard 
itnot, What a lamentatle tbing isittohave the 
weighs of - gr:at buſineſſes. of conſequence! 


the filthy Iuſtsofit ? O that an immortal | 


.min 


todepend upon ſuchvveak-ſpirited mepribgl 
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| ef graciow ſpirit, © 
' mind nothing but vanity and baſenelſe ? cheyiſi} 
bave no worthy enterpriz#in their. thoughts|h 
their ſpirits ſo eff:minated, that they wil dof; 
or ſuffer any thing for the farisfyinz of theirſy 
luſts: others there are , who have remaining}; 
in then many excellent parts, Precious natu-|{o 
ral endowmenty but of whatuſeare chey,butlff 
to enlarge their {pirits to be capable of more(}ſg: 
wickednefſethen the ſpirits of ocher men are, |fſ;, 
wiſe to do-evil , the fitteſt inſtruments for| L 
Satans depths? Who fuch enemies to Chriſt, |fth 
as the Scribes and Phariſees,men of the ſtron-|fiic; 
geſt parts? 'Wha ſuch enemies to Saint -Paul)ſith 
when he carne to Athens, as the Philo-!th 
ſophers there? and no Church was founded at|ſſvc 
| Athens, which was the place of the greateſtiſſpe 
learning inthe world: And thus it hath jc 
been in other ſucceeding Ages.. | 
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CHAP. I 'V. 


Wl 

The Reaſon why the men of the world ani" 
the Godly can never agree. - 
Ence we ſee the Reaſon why the me [de 
k 1 of the world and the godly can nev&H" 
agree; they are men of another ſpirit. Where|** 
there is difference of ſpirits, there can be" no 
agreem:nt. Water and oy] cannot mingle; 
no agr2ement betiveen ligbt and darknzfe ; 
they Took at them as mzn whoſe livesare af-| 
| ter another faſhion. That Apocryplal Ar 
«thor in that book of Yidom , hath an we 

| ent 
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= | EI f 
eplfleht expreſſionto this purpoſe, Chapt. 2. 12; 
the brings in wicked men faying of thegod-|' 
dolfily, He is Cleancontrary to%ur doings, be is 


cirfflerievous 1uhto 3s to behold; his life is not like os\ © 


ing|ther mens, his wayes are of another faſhion; we 
tu-|ſere eſteemed of him as Counterfeits; be abſtaineth 
but| {fo 07 wayes, as from filthineſs, he commendeth 
d l greatly the latter end of the juſt. verle 19+ Let us 
re, [examine him with' rebukgs and torments , &c. 
for] Let the relation and engagements be what 
iſt, lcbey wil, yet ſo long as different ſpirits,they 
on-|flcannot cloſe-. What a different Ipirit was 
there between Jacob and Efax, who lay in}: 
\Fthe ſame womb at the fame time? There ma 
be outward peace tor a while'between Gods 
(xx ople and ſome wicked men; but inward 
(Eclofing of ſpirit there can neverbe: The ſpies 
nit that is in you, the world cannet receive, (ayes 
our Sxviour,: Fobx'14. 17- Antipathies are 
rreconcileablc; no arguments, no meansever 
uſed can cauſe anaccord , except there *be'a 
change in nature, Nothing ir-theworld'puts|| 
mens ſpirits in-ſuch a diſtance as gracewhen | 
that come$zand therefore where the not cthi>| 
[nent grace, ther2 the .greatelt - diſagreement 
|berween themiand wicked men. How” many! 
Iwicked.mencannot but be convinced of ſome; 
[godly who live with them, that they are 
better then:chemfelves, that they are con(ci> 
emtivus men; whoſe principles are truly god» 
ly, and-thatthey-walk cloſe to them? they 
[are not able tocharge them with an ill car- 
riage towards them they ſeek to do them all 
the good they can, and yer'their ſpirits can» 
ftv not 
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Caius Seius bo- 
nws vir, ſed 
Chriftianus: 


__ — 
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| A gracious ſpirit, 
not cloſe : but as they were wont. to ſay inffl,. 
former times,: Caius Seius was a good "many... 
but helwas a Chriſfti®n; ſo now, ſuch arc goodl,q. 
men,but they are too ſtrit,and thizis enoughſ}7, 
to keep a perpetual breach between them. -.Þ;n, 
_ 
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CHAP. V: 


Learn to have a right efteem of ſuch þ 
ſpirited men, | "368 


| 'F the godly be of. ſuch excellent ſpirit wn: 

. Jearh we then hence to have a right eſteem|im: 
of them; they ſurely are worthy of precioagf 
account, of moſt honourableefteem, who ar 
men of ſuch excellent ſpirits : Let them t 
what they will in regard of their outwarc 
condition, though never ſo-mean. and poor 
No matter what the Ring be, if the pearl in| 
it be. precious. - Many moſt precious ſpirits 
have. very mean outhides. The Tabernacle 
was beaten gold within, but the-outfide coll 
vered with Badgers skins. If the treaſure 
rich, what. though the veſſel be: cartheni 
Surely, theſe are the excellenciesof thecarthyi 
the very light and beauty. of the world,  the| 
glory of Gods Creation ;, they: give a luſtre] 
to the places where they live, to the families! 
in which they are; eſpecially f they: walk} 
cloſe and faithfully with God indeed, mani 


teſting the excellency of their ſpirits in their} 
WY ways: 


4 Þ 
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Nie \'E 3”:ſo that when they are taken away, 
"ihe very places where they lived, are darken- 
d; This other ſpirit of the 'godly makes a 
U87% "ſcraping his ſores on the. Dung=hill; 
andr.a+ Jeremy flicking in the myrie Dun: 
peon , more glorious. then Kings 'and Prin» 
es fitting crowned: upon their i Thrones : 
ſtheſe are glorious within. * God: is a Spi- 
'Yrit, and he looks on men, to'fee what th 
"rc in their ſpirits; and he. eſteems accord» 

ingly of them; and ſo ſhould we; What 
doth brave cloathing , what doth money, 
+Iwbat do titles of. honour raiſe:the dignity ? 
Fvhat fare theſe to the excellency of mans 
mature ? No. certainly , the excellency of 
eminan muſt be that which muſt make the 
ongmoſt ' excellent and noble part truly excel-, 
effilent, which is the ſpirit oft a man” If a 
man would know the excellency of any 
dflthing, as of a ſword, orof. any other in» 
Eſirament, he judges it not by the Hilt ,, or 
| inflhe inferiour part , but by what excellency 
rlts|ithe principal part hath, There Is a ſpirit in 
man, and the inſpiration is from the Almigh- 
ity; a ſpiric inſpired by the Almighty, and} 
| Feautified with his heavenly graces 3 this ins | 
nobles a man indeed; it is the ornament of 


y. 


0 


tthe hidden man. of the heart, the glorious 
cloathing of that, which makes truly beau- 
Wtifull and glorious. How did many of the 
ie Heathen highly prize thoſe in whom they 
{law any natural cxcellency of Spirit, di:-! 


Mfering trom ocher men ? Thoſe amoneſt 


and 


irlthe Romans, who were called the "> 
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and Fabritii; they lived very'poorly- ani 
meanly; yet being perceived to have mare ex 
cellent ſpirits then other men, they were th 
ken from'their dinner of Turnips and Water 
creſſes,to lead the Roman Army: How mbe 
more ſhould wehonour men in' whom "we 
may ſee Divine ſpirits» the luſtre of heaven} 
graces-ſhining in them? But to ſhew mor! 
particularly that godly men areto be highly 
prized in regard of this other ſpicitz as 
havereceived a ſpirit differing from othe 
men, ſo they areto have eſteem and honow! 
differing from other men; mot to be Jookedat 
as common men: for, | F 
Firſt, this difference of their ſpirits from 
other men, is a certainſigne 'of the eternal 
love of God unto them; it comes from the 
treaſure of Gods everlaſting love, of tha 
choice ſpecial love of God, from the boweliſ© 
of Gods deepe mercies ; it is a molt infallt 
ble argument,that God hath ſet his heart up; 
on them for gooi; as for other favours,a mat; 
may have them more then other men,yet tt 
are noſuch but may ſtand withGods hatre& 
and with his eternal wrath : and this is 1 | 
great difference between ſpiritual merciesF .: 
and outward mercies, which ſets an exceed-l| | 
ing high price upon ſpirituall mercies:*| 
bove all others theſearc the diſtinguiſhing}ſ|: 
merctes,which others arenot. But w 
Secondly, the ſpirit receiving theſe ſpiri* 
tual excellencies from Gods choice everle| 
ſting Love, receives likewiſe all other mer 
cles from the ſame fountain ; though in their 
own 
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Awhcre this other ſpirit is, there they, are xe» 
*Fceived from another fountain then men 
* Yreceive then, which adds much ſweetneſs and 
Fcellency tothe mercics we have; they come 
Ras fruits of the common bounty, and general 
TY:oodnefſe of God to. ordinary men; but to 


"men thus differenced from ochers, they come | 


Rout of the ſpring of the rich treaſures of Gods 
Fzrace, tending tothe furtherance of erernal 
mercies. 

'Y Thirdly , the Lord hath an eſpecial eye 
"Yupon, and delight todwel with theſe , who 


al dwel with the contrite heart, to revive the ſpirit 
of the bumble, Eſay 57. 15; He hath a ſpecial 
Kcare of theſe ſpirits, that they do not fail be- 
fore him ; he puts under his hand to ſupport, 
comfort, revive them. When we beat ordinay 
1-7 ſpices, we heed not ſo much every duft,but 
ud 
i ſpice be beaten, then there is carc had of eve« 
i ry duſt, thatthe leaſt bz nor loſt 3; So though 
- | God may 2Mi& the choiceſt ſpirits of his 
* ſervants, yet he is very careful that their (pi- 
[tits fail not before him; as for other common 
4d ordinary ſpirits, he cares not much to ler 
S\them fail,and fink in their affliftion, butchis 
014] IÞ A . 
{is the merciful care of God over thoſe ſpirits 


44.0 hom he highly eſteems of. 

| . - * #®S 

” F ourthly, the exccllencies of this ſpirit arc 
wiſh} <rmalexcellencics, they ſhal abide for ever, 
ie ff Not variſh, not be taken away , ascommen 


gi'ts, 
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ſome flies out and fals on the ground; Rat 
it Beazzr=ſtone or ſom? ſp=cial choice coſtly | 


| 


are of choice and excellent ſpiritsz He will | 
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own nature they be common \ mercifs, yet 


— , 


BR Lf 


A-gractous ſperit, 
gifts, and other mercies ſhall,as Ezek: 46-17. | 
If a Prince-give of bis inheritance to one of yl 
ſervants, it is to de bis but for a time, awd to re» 
turn unto the Prince again 5 but his inberitznce\Þ |: 
ſhell he te his ſons, far them for ever. So wheniÞ | 
God gives any thingto common men, who 
are but his ſervanitsatbeſt, it muſt return a» 
gain; 'God wil cal forall his mercies from 
them again ; but theſe ſoul-mercics of his)} | 
children ſhal be their. inheritance for ever.j| 
Hence God cals his Church an eternalexeel- || 
lency, Iſai« 60. 15. ic 

Bur fifchly. and principally , theſe other(ſ|c 
ſpirits are moſt honourable creatures indeed; 
becauſe they are reſerved for other .mercics. 

ed gives common mercies to common ſpi-| 
| ries, but he reſerves his choice mercies tor| 
- [choice ſpirits. ith the pure}, thou wilt ſpry 
-. | tby ſelf pure, ſaith David, in 2 Sam. 22. 34; 
*{ The words are, with the choice thou will 

ſhew thy ſelf choice. Abraham gave Iſbmatl 
and Hagar a bottle-of water, and a few rai-| 
fins, and ſent them away; but rhe inherita 
was reſerved for Iſaac. $50 God gives to6 
ther men a few ordinary mercies , bat his 
glorious mercies he reſerves for theſe peculi- 
ar ones: and, as it-is ſaid of. Jeboſaphit, 
2 Chrsn.21.3+he gave his other ſony great gifts 
of tilver and gold, precious things , fenced 
Cities, but the Kingdom hegave to Feboram 
becauſe he was the firſteborn ; So. God gives 
theſe outward mercizs to other men, bur th 
mercies of. his Kingdom are reſerved for 
theſe men of choice ſpirits, who arethe hes 
rn, 
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cre _ this 
 faith'9. 


are notas otdinary men, who have their m_ 
F:: 


< 


with ſtable g0o0F4; Now-rheſe ather ſpirits R 


exquiſit in her work in inferiour things, 
Where fhe intenas ſome higher excellency : So 
me God of Natur, intending ſuch high and 
gferiou; things'hereafrear for his Saints,doth 
not ſo much regard to give them thele inferi- 
ur things for the preſent. 
p 7 
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for them aftetwards. As nature is not very | 
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| A gracious fpirit , p -Þ 
But whas are thoſe reſerved -mercies you. 
ſpeak of , that God hath for theſe? WES 2 | 

Not intending a Treatiſe of that glory,that | 
Ged hath for his choice ones, onely take theſe | 
five.gencrals. 1 

"Firſt, Theſe mercies are prepared mercies, | 
prepared before the foundations of the world 
were laid,and-again prepared by- Jeſus Chriſt, | 
who is gone befare to heaven tothat .cnd as| 
he tels us himſelf, To prepare Manſions for us, 
Fobn 14.4, Now: this is ſpoken atter the man- 
ner of men, who doe not uſeto make long 
and great oY ration”, but for forme great 
work in han þ Surely , theſe mercies muſt| 
| needs be great, which the wiſdom, power, | 
| and mercy of God , hath becn from alleters 
nity preparing. - 

Secondly , They are others mercies then 
eAdam, then Mankinde ſhould have had, then | 
they could have attaincd unto, if he had ſtood 
in his innocencie, Man indeed ſhould chen} 
| have been for ever happy 3 but not according| 
to that height of happineſſe, and glory that| 
now is provided for thoſe , who arethe belo-| 
'yed of the Lord. F 

Thirdly , Thefe-reſerved mercies are ſuch 
as muftſert out Gods magnanimity that God 
may ſhew to Angels,and all his creatures what} 
his infinite wiſdom, power , and goodnelle 
can do for poore creatures, to raiſetheir con» 
ditio'18 to a height of glory; ſurely that glory 
muſt needs be high that is raiſed to that ena; 
If a King ſhould doe any thing of purpeſe 
co ſhew his magnificence, it muſt —_ 
ome!y 
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a choice and a precious Spirit. oy 
{fortie pteat thing; it isnot a commen ordinary | 
|chirigg that Cari ſet forth the magnificencs | 

of a King 3 muck lefſe that cani ſet forth the 
magnificence of- the great God. When .Aba> 
ſhuerus would make a feaſt, andNobuchaduezs rr | 
would build a Palace, toſhew totheir people | 
their greatneſſe, they were great things; ſo 
|| | ſurely here, thatwhich muſt ſkew the great- 
nefſe of the great God % muſt needs be great 
; indeed. , - pf OH " | 
Fourthly, Theſe mercies muſt be ſuch, as 


many ſhew to Angels and all thz world, how | 


with the obedience of his Son,ingiving him« | 
{e]f upto death , for the purchaſe of mercy - 
Larely that metcy thus purchaſed, muſt needs | 
bee great. If there had beet! no higher good | 
for man, ' but tocat anddrink , and to have | 
[pleaſure in the fleſh, certainely Chrift would: 
[never havedicd to have purchaſed this; but 
there were higher things then theſe which 
Chriſt looked at; theſe ate bur poore-things 


\] 
I 
infinitely well pleaſed God the Fathr is. 
X 


w; for Gdd to ſticw by them how infinitely he is | 
1 well pleaſed with the obedience of his ſonne ! 
{{|tothe death ; that which muſt demonfirate | 

> {{{this,cannot but be vety great what ever it be; 


atflandthat, yea, the fulnefſe of that, is the | 
| thercy reſerved for theſe choice anes. 
Fifthly ; Other metcies ( in ſome reſpeRt 


Ld 


n Ve, 
eſe}! For, Mansnarore is more highly advanced 

; bel [then theirs, beinghypoſtaticaBl united to the | 
[Divine Nature. 


Dm 
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higher)then the very bleſſedAngels thernſclvep} 
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| | A gracious ſpirit, . 
- 2 Therighteouſnes whereby the Saints 

to glory, isa higherrighteouſneſs , a wore 
2xcellent righteouineſs thtn that of the An« 
gels;though theirs be perte in its Kind,theirs 
is.the righteouſneſs bur of meer creaturegbutr 
che righteouſneſs of the Saints, is' the ſrigh- 
ceouſneſs of that Perſon - who is both God 
and man. : 

3. The ſonſhip of the Saintsyis founded in 
a higher right then that of the Angely, 
namely in the ſoaſhip of the ſecond Perſon 
in Trinity. | 

4+ They arc the members of Jelus Chriſt, 
and ſo in a nearer anion with him then any 
other creature. | 

5. They are the Spouſe ofthe Lamb, where 
as the Angels are but miniftring ſpirits , as 
the ſervants of the Bridegroom,but the Saints 
are the Bride. 

Surely then, the mercies reſerved for theſe 
choice ſpirits, are choice and glorious, not 
onely other merciesthen ethers have, or they 
themſelves have now, but other mercies then 
they are able to:imagine; theſe we are to logk 
upon as moſt bleſſed and honourable crea 


rures. 
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a choice a4 a precious ſpirit. 
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A rebuke to thic vile world, who have vilecon- 
ceits of this ſpirit, and abuſe men 'sf ſuch 
exsellent ſpirits, 

| 


Tt the ſpirits of godly men be thus precious, 


how vilethen is the baſe world, which 
hath ſuch irrational abſurd conceits'of this 
ſpirit? and which ſo ſcorns andabuſes men 
of ſuch excellent ſpirits? There -are -two 
branches of this uſe : inthe firſt, the vile con- 
ceitsthat men of this world have of this ſpi- 
rit, are revaked, 

For x. They think godlineſs 'befools 
men. | = 

2. They think it makes them cowards, to 
be men of no metrtal and valour, poor ipiri- 
ted men, | . 

3- They think this ſpirit to bea turbulent 
ſpirit, as Abad {aid of Elijab, Art thou he thar 
troubles Iſract. Lyther was called the trum- 
.ct of Rebellion. 

4. And laſtly, They think them! to be fa» 
Fious ſpirits. | | 

Forthe firff of theſe; What more ordina 
then to caft this aſpzrfion upon godlineſl?, 
that ic makes men to be dull, heavy, ſtupid 
fools, nor fit forthe great and high things of 
the world? and therefore they labour to ſtifl: 
any beginnings of godlineſs in their chil-| 
dren, or any near to them, for fear it ſhould 


Tuba rebellice | 


nz, 


hinder their parts, and take away the q 1ick- 
H 3 neſs 


et 


OC I © 


—— 


ro 4 grackus ſpirls, , 
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| as poor contemptible creatures, in their own 


a — 
— — 


| have, things fitter for/poor ſnakes, meaner 


—— 


ſpirits; Except you think that tobe the on 

braveneſſe of ſpirit,to venture upon any thing 
that may further your own ends, not tofear 
lin, or the diſpleaſure of an infinite God, tv 
l:t out your hearts to the utmoſt, to the ſatis 
{tying of your own dcfires, to examine no» 
thing by rule, but to da whatſoever is good 
in your own eys, to rejoice in the ways of 
fin, and to bleſſe your {elf in the proud ſwel- 
lings of your own heart to be able to ſcorn 
at conſciexce humilation for fin , Rtrifneſfſe 


' in Gods ways,is tao mean a thing for men of 


ſuchquality, of ſuch birth as you-are, of ſuch 
eſtates, hopes, preferments and deſigns as you 


people, contemptible filly ſouls look after: 
If this bee che excellency of your ſpirits, 
then godlineſſe debaſes 'them indeed, yea, 
it debaſes them as Tow as Hell ig ſelf; it 
caſts ſhame in the faces of, and: breaks in 
pieces ſuch haughty 'ſwoln ſpirits as theſe 


| of gadlineſſe in the ſpirits of men, yea, 


are; itbrings them down to lie at Gods feet, 


eyes, loathing and abhorring themſelyes, as 
thece is infinite cauſe they ſhould, ' and judg- 
ing themſelves worthy to be deftroyed; but 
as for any true natural excel]ency of ſpirit, 
godlinz{ſe doth not" quench it, but -paiſes 
't, and beautifies it, and-pertedts it : It is 
either grolſe ignorance, br deſperate ma: 
lice, that cauſes thefe conceits of the work 


chere is much blaſphemy in them. What 
' (hal) 


es 


Os. an..>. 4 ——_—_ + 


neſſe of their wits, and bravecnelle "of rhfir} | 
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| Ks pray, if itbe 


| excell:ncy as any in. the World; as 


[who have been exccedi 


———— = 
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ſhall che ſhall the work of of Gods gra ntheglo 
7 God canſiſts, which. ir the feof 
e Image * God , the Divine Nature; 7 & 


| hath been ſhewn; ſhall it be the debalin; 


| mens ſpii ky? | 
What? doth holineſs, har makes God glori- 


beſorting, the befooling | of 


ous, make man contemptible and vile ?. Ds 
thatwhich_ makes God ſo honorable int 
eyes of the blefſed Angels and Saints, mz 
mana fot, anda fool inthe eyes of wer 


| Oh ! that eyer there ſhould. bee. ſuch m2. 
[lice in the hearts of men, againſt 


the frace 
of God, ever to have ſuch. vile conceity of 


ible, that this thought 
thy heart may þce forgiven thee : Did 


| [not malice blinde men, the 7 might ſee that 
*| the Lord hath had, and Ril 


hath, ſome * 
his Saints as eminent in. any outward true 
an 
Schollers, as,brave Courtiers, as any livin; 

as deep in policy,1s profound in learning, as 


| compleat eyery where as any whoſoever. Why 
| more eminent in learning then Adoſes, Mo 
| was learned in all the learning of the 

| tians ? 
[quence then Eſay ? Who ever more .pro- 
|tound then Saint Pau! ? ? Andin latter eimes, 


Who ever had a 


higher ſtrain of 5/4 


yea, even In our daycs , the Church hath 
not wanted worthy and glorious lights, 
Ingly eminent in all, 

that natural exccllency Te make them, 
even their enemics we Judges. What br: | 


ver Colirtiers ever lives "then Joſ:ph, Nebs. 


Mich, _ Daniel? Could bows nelle in_the 
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[Ha Nd oe peg jo-the frocke of, th 


venclle of '\pici t, and nati 
a A® d3Ag - and can it not. do {6} 
w?. Though, God chooſeth oft-times the 
Fin the} yorld to he rich in faith ; the' 
pay things ip, the . warld. to Lontound 
he if 63:4n 4-ching s of the. world L 
Ind Read gh jr; bale things, and 
ngs def} Pet Þ, 1 Cor. I. 26, 07Te wher n 


e "thei chr Parts are not by thei: 
cg 2 de Au raiſed;many pogr Weak k 
abi me 


aa who ere 'of mean natafal 
[ly Wow u pon \pi Nikead tw 
Peſos do. Neri n: 


and by di 


ESA, in fgdingout the a us 
575 i ene Roto wiſely ordering thefr af! 
or God, apd the furtherance of their: 
elernal 009 Wiſe ;n theri by chioice' 
the highe $0 J, arid prude Th the Light 
4 ng of the beſt meanstending” thereun* 
Z Theſe thingsare not the wotxs of fools. 
Bo filly, jomple. men; they re aj 
Þf underſt anding, depth of | 
Th Nt raſons wby godlineſs na 
raiſea parts- | 
-7 I, \Becaule it Pieges from mia hh,” 4: p 
dares and baſpr pen in their parts. © © 
It 3mpl, wait converting with high 
roinktual we cay enly things: 
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13», Ie wakes men, ſerious, and fo fireng- 
thens their judge Gio 9 PP of 
finkect en] ek 2 frin& þ 
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| Aa ara ſpirit. 


prove their time in the uſe of all ; qaans. and 


| helps they can, to enable and fie. themſelves 


| for ſervice, 


Fiſthly,ic cauſcth them to oytheir parts 
faithfully,& ſo they.come 9 cployy ae. blefling 
of God upen Gem þ forthe encreaſe of them, 
accarding tq his promiſe, To him that. bath, jt 
fogll be given. Again, gadlineſs dothnoc make 
men cowards, ſurely it hinders not ſpiriqual 
valoug; whoever were greater f 


2 David ey TIER Heb. ethers , who 
CnroL fait ny 11 32, 
33 at is baſeneſy.of fk, a abj of vas | 
0M that makes a man a {] ave tofu and the 
DeAlL ſaa Nlave, as be hath no beart-to any 
A Fn to tree himſelf from.ig, ;, bue 
es down under. it,ahd carries the-fertersand | 
of his bps hour with: hi Fo » Whi- 
ov "bat is cowar batcneſs 
a brings bb rigs intq a ſervile fubje&i+ 
on, that, cowardly. baſcneſs that. wil ſuffer the 
ae God to be betrayed rather. than ven» 
© any thing for jt; what greaterarg 4h 
tha ie en. want tr.e-fpirit, then this? 
lincſs puts a ſpiriz_ af fortitude. into put 
that wh 'not ſuffen them to be thus debaſed : 
and where appears. the like courage in any, 
as intheſe, when they, are called toſtand for 
therruth.? Though allche tile of the. houſes 
in thecity of Worms were Devils, yct thither 
would I go r0- I the truth , ſaith Lz- 


ther. 


1s 


_Again, 


4 Is makes men make conſcience — Im-| 


iers z; More | 
| emjnent.in true yalgr.and wp ei 7o- 
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buſency of Giri makes men cruel and mali- 


enemies, to do all the good they can to them:: 
turbulent ſpirits ſeck onely their own ends, 
be that they may but 'warm themſelves ; 
they care not what houſe be on fire : They 
are boyſtcrous in things that concern theme 
ſelves. Bur the Saints of God, in whom 
this other ſpirit rules, they are meek and' 
gentle, and yeddable intheir own cauſe,rea 
dy to put up wrong in all quictneſs : rake 
them in things tharonly concern themſelves, 


fo chearfully denying chemſelves, as $5 
Andagain, turbulent ſpirits do. not love to 
examine things by rule, ro cal things to ac- 
count, but follow their own fiery humorgand 
ſet upon theirjown will with violence: but 
godlinefſe takes off men from this rug- 
gednelſe and turbulency of ſpirit, and makes 
them gentle and peaceable : let them be ne 

'yer ſo forward , never' ſo zealons in any 
thing, yet if you will cal them eo examine 


ently hear you ; yea a child ſhal lead them, 
Bſay Ix. 6. And yer further , turbulent they 
arenot z for none more obedient to autho. 
rity then they; none ſee .thax majeſty 


Again, it isnot a turbulent ſpiric ; for tur-| | 


clous ;this fpirit cauſes men to love- their | 


they care not what becomes of others ;, ſo it| 


and you ſhal find none fo readily, ſo freely, 


things by rule, they will meckly and pati-| 


of God in Authority, as they do; _none| 
{obey authority (out of confcience fo ' as 
they do. -If the will-of men in authority, 


rather then authority, ſhall require any 
_ I | 


I 


a chaice and a preciow s firit. F : 


{| rhing that the authority of Heaven forbids, 
| that they do not ; becauſe they cannot obey 
for conſcience ſake : And ſo ſacred do they 
account Authority, that they would havz no 
obedience performed to it, but ebedience 
for conſcience ſake. Blind obedicnce the 
Church of God hath long agoe exploded, as 
too ſervile for Chriftian ſpirits : this were 
more ſervile then ſelling mens bodies in the 
Market for flaves,” which Chriſtianity ab- 
hors. lt were too uncharitable a conceit of 
Chriſtian Magiſtrates, to think that they 
ſhould require of, or expe& from any, other 
obedience, then in and for the Lord ; and'in 
this obedience, thoſe who are godly , are fo 
forward, as they are judged turbulent, for 
being over-forward to maintain the honour 
| of Authority, as ſome think; when according 

to their places they promote the execution of 
laws made by authority, and- that of thoſe 
laws which areof the higheſt conſequence for 
| the furtherance of piery and. Peace. 


{ 
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Cum boni, cum 
probz coeunt, | 


Icumpri, 


Again,fa&tious ſpirics they are not,becauſe 
| they ſeek above allchings to keep to the main- 
tenance of, 'and obedience to the Primitive 
truth; thatis fta&ion that fides againſt that. 
Tertulkian hath a notable jon in hisA- 
pology for the Chriſtians againſt the Gen- 
tiles, to. cleare Gods people from being 
men of fa&ious ſpirits : it ſeemes that 
aſperfion was caſt upon them then, which was 
about fourteen ' hundred years agoe;: his 
expreſſion 'vyas this, UVUhen good men , 


cum caſti con- | 
antur,not 
eſt ja#jo dicen- | 
da, ſed curta; 
(F & contrario, 
illis nomen fa- 
Hons accom- 
modandum eff, 
qui in odium | 
benorum (7 | 
proborum con- } 
ron. 4 


adver[. Gen- © 
tes, eap. 39-.| 


when honeſt men meet together, when godly men 
| are 


num. 9520, 
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errul. Apol. | bs 
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| of the men-of the warld , for the-ill uſe they 


| 


are gathered together,itis not to be called a fatiion| 
but @. Court; and on. the contrary, the niame. of 
fattion, Caies he,is tobe applyed to them who con- 
fire tothe hatred of good and honeſt men. | 


Andtius much of the firſt branches of the 
Uſe, which was the henfion of the vile 
conceits that men hed of this other ſprit;Now 
the ſecond follows, which is the rebuking 


giveto men who are of ſuch excellent ſpirits. 
The excecllencies of the {pirits of the godly do 
challengeall the good a can be,but it 1s 
liccle they meet withall z they-arefor the moſt 
part abuſed by the menotf this vile world, as 
if they were the. vileſt ſcurf and: filth of the! 
earth:yca,ſo indeed they accountthem;ſo ſaith | 
St-Paul,1Cor.4.13Je are mate as the filth of the! 
world; and catind. having of all things unto 
this day. Why? what was Saint Pau! and what! 
were thoſe that were with him;who was ſo ac- 
counted of? ah ny not men of moſt excel- 
lent and admirable ſpirits? S»Paul was one of! 
the moſt excelſent ſpiriced menthat ever lived 
upon theearth, anddid .as-much ſervice for 
God, as ever any meere man did fince the be 
ginning of the world; and yet how vilely was 
hechought o ? how contemptibly was heuſed? 
put into ſtocks, and whipped, wanted cloaths, 
and victuals ? And for the other that were 
with Saint Paul, they were men of whom 
the Holy Ghoſt gives. this witneſſe , that] 
they were the.very glory of Jeſus Chriſt , 
2 Corinth, $. 23- O unworthy. world, that 
ever 
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. achoiae and «precious fpirit. , . 
tever they ſhould have ſuch men live a+ 
mongſt them } Thofe who ave the delight of 
Angels, yea of God himſelf, how arc they 
abuſcd in this wicked workd, as if they were 
doggs,or the baſcit fcum and filth of the carth? 
What ſcorn and contempt is caſt upon then? 
the moſt abje& of men think themſelves good 
enough to reproach and abuſe' them. Were | 
it not a grievous(ight to fee ſome baſe dradge 
to have power over the body of ſome noble 
Prince,to abuſe ix by ftripes, or any other con- 
tumelious ſordid manner? but a more gric 

- | vous think it is to ſcethe vile ani baſe ſpirits 
of the world , who are nothing but ſinks of 
filth themſelves, toabuſe men of ſuch noble 
and excellent: fpirits, asit they were more 
vile then dirt. It was the bitter complaint of | 
Feremy, Lament. 4 2. thatthe precious ions of 


$i , comparable to fine pold, were eftcemed 


as carthen pitchers. Such as bleffed ſpirits | 
would honour if they had them with them, 
yet here they are caſt our asfilth. What gricf 
ſufficient to ament the ſeeing of ſuch filthy 
ſwine to trample under their feet ſuch preci- 
ous pcarls!,in all ages thus it hath been. Thoſe 
who were indeed the true honourable upon 
the carch, fuch precious and exccllenc ſpirited | - 
men, as of whom the world was not worthy: | 

and yct they have been moſt vilely abuſed, 
and are foſtilby this wretched world , who 
know not wherein true worth and excellency 
confiſts}Met-5,t2. Chriſttelling his Diſciples 
how iH che world would ufethem, he ecls 


them th.y,have as good uſe from iras rhePro- 
| piers | 
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Sabvian com- 
laios, char in 
is time, 
hich was in 

the fifrh Cen- 

cur y, bomines 


coguntnr eſſe 
mali, ne viles 


| habeantur, 


| How was Zinta uſed? he was thrown into 


phers had wp nrany "How w 
man of a very ſweet and excillent ſrt) con-| 
cumeliouſly uſedtbe was ftruck on the mourh, 
ſicit op tn betlon 6s be' fed with water and| 
bread; yea with the waterahd bread. of afflie 
ion, while 430 falſe Prophets, molt baſesſpi- 
rited pra ne/ fed delicately at Fezabels table: 


the dung almoſt to the ears in the 
mire; "the Word Nd ofthe Lord was made a re, 
proach unto him daily, David before them 
(a man in whom Gods ſoul delighted,yet he) 
insof himſelf, that hewasa r 

of men, and defpiſed of the people : all thar 
ſaw him, laughed him to ſcornz they ſhot our 
the lip,and ſhook their head at hin,Pſabn 22. 

6, 7+ and ob before him, he was made a by- 

wand ofehs people, and as a Tabret unto 
them; as he fays of himſelf, Chap. 19. be The 
ſameuſage bad the bleſſed Apo 
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| filled with the Spirit of Godz none more ſcor- 
nedgperſecuted,contemned then they, The 
| moſt worthy and famous. men in the Primi- 
tive times found no better uſe then theſe. It 
were infinice to inſtance in particulars, Tone. 
tas, Polycarpus, Athanaſius, Chryſoftome z Baſil; 
an1 the reſt, reproached, baniſhed from their 
people, perſecuted, it exccedingly contu- 


meliouſly uſed. Ta later times, the more 
ecxellent the ſpirits of men were, the worſe 
uſe did they cver finde, from the VVor 1d ; 

We might inſtance e, His, 
Litthery ok 1 cannot | 
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who were | 


Oo ohmic ona 
T 1 Ts - « ch ICE ud | | ci pi it. | 

| | | was a man of as brave a ſpiric, as any lived 

1 | | inhis rime, anda very learned __ godly} oe 
't | | man; yet after he had much laboured in the}. 
| work of the Lord, in his publick _ Miniſte» 
F 


|] [ry was ſo ill ufcd. of the world, that he 
'| | | was fain to get into a Weavers houſe ,- and | 
| | | 1earn co weave, that by it he might get him» 
| | | (elf and his family' bread; and: within a 
| | | while he was accounted unwerthy of - that | 
; preferment , and was thru} Out of the | 
| | | houſe by bis Maſter the Weaver, andthen 
| was forced to go to the common ditch of | 
| | | the Town, and work with his tpatls to get | 
| | | his living. VVhoſe heart bleeds net to bear | 
| | | of theſe former examples, - and divers..0-} | 
| | | chers, men ot moſt precious, ſpirits thus ill 
| 
| 


— 


; uſed by this unworthy world , even ſuch | 
in whom Chriſt rcjoyces that ever he ſhed | 
his blood for them? Fſay 53+ 11. ſuch as = 
he will glory in before his Father, and | 
the bleſſed Angels ; yet thus are they abu» 
ſed by this wicked world : The more: e- 
| minently the ſpirit of Chriſt appears in. a- 
nys the more is the rage of evil -men againſt | 
them. As it is reported of Tygers , that 
they-rage when they ſme] the —_—_— of | 
Spices; the fragrancy of the graces of Gods: 
Spirit in his le, which are delipgeful 
to God and his Saints , puts wicked-men 
into 4 rage; . when as bale-ſpirited men have 
the world ſmile oncthem according/ to their | 
hearts defire, Oh the provdggncs of. God, 
who ſuffers ſuch indignities to be. offered to 
his moſt precious and choice F_—_—_ Vants | ny | 
py: this | 
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ative. / ergitts | 
inthe; hon of theth 
ſuffer reproach and Wuſoof the ay 
theSpirieof - and glory reſts ord 
then theglorious Spirie of God is! 
according to the promiſe\of God 


1 Pet. 4 14nd they may Ih patt x 
 tharthey are men not NN at Lo 
dinary ipiricy who are ſed 

they may tee twthac meckneſs, rhat pal 
that —_— "Aa ith, holy 


age, ' 

doing can 
them word; ce good they can 
fulinc(s, {weer content nf 


boldnefſe,- humble 


whop+ "7b 


&, Dee 


ence ſhould \not miſgive them, even while 
they areabuſing of them ;* that their confct* 
ence doth not tall them , "Surely theſe mer 
we do miſtake in, they are led by other prin- 
ciples then we know of; they hve in: 
p—_ thatdorh ſupport'rhem,we imderſta 

- Ir is'd wonder men are not afraidto 
yr” Wenn they' do-' As Nun. 12; 8. _ The 
Lord faith to Miriam and Aron, conte 
' Moſe when they ſpoke againſt him, Were y 
not afraid to heal rt y ſervant '? 
The words are very em linthe 
they are thusg+Were ye not afraid to ſp tak, a* 


_— 


good for 4-0 4 
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nanimity; 'that'it is a wonder their yi | 


gainſt wy ſeront; ag ainft Moſes ? Wer "oc We 
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| |bave ſlain you ; but now he ſays to Fether his firji 
'{born, Up and ſlay them. Soſhill God hereaf- 


— 


<d, :were you nit afraid to ſpeak ag#inft him? 

Gertainly,//the Lord: will not ſuffer-preeious; 
choice-ſpirited men to; pledunder feer; 
he Jooks updn;thems; ins their, loweſt-cſtate- as! 
his Jewels. even. while they {age:inthe dirt ;! 
ra na ger" 06 when he CE up his ! 
-Jewels:3 as Melec, 3417, athere hal ; 
beardifterence between oe wt 
wicked; berweenhimthas fervech God, and} 
him chat'fervtth him not; vere:#8+; God will | 
owa the 'excelency! of the ſpirits of his ſer- | 
vants, to be thtlinage of -himſelf 5 and what 
confuftton will chis be to rheunZodly World, 
when the Lord before Men and Angels (hall 
own that, for the luftre and beauty of his 
own excellency, which they, when time was, 
made matter of their ſcorn, objz&s of their | 
hatred ? When God ſhall come to them, as 
Gideon to Zeba and Zalmane , Jacges 8.18. 
What manner of men were they, ſays Gileon to 
them, whom you ſlew at Tabor ? They anſwered, 

As thou art , ſo were they; each one reſem'” led 
the Childr cn of a King. Then be ſaid, They were 
my brethren, the ſons of my mother : as the Lord 
liveth, if you had ſaved them ative, 1 would not 


ter ſay to the men of the World, What were 
thoſe men, and what did th-y, whom ye 
fo-hated and abuſed ? What? Were they 


bd 
. 


| ſome vilc ſpirited men ? how did th:y carry 
REY FS. thems | 


WEREoange ob) 
themſelves? Your conſciences ſhall beforced | 


Fchen to anſwer; O Lord;we | | 
werethoſe who EC 


| mon pollacions of the World,they lived ftri 
[1y in their ways, they walked unblamable in 
|:cheir courſe; they were very forward inthe 
dutics of the worſhip and ſervice of 'Gad. 
The Lord ſhall then anſwer: What? theſe 
men they were my Saints, this was my holi- 
| nefſe, my image, my glory z theſe were not 
common ore hap theſe were = choice 
ones; men pt eyes, ſeparated 
from the wh hens ſort of the World for 
praiſe. Tf you had loved them, prized them, 
and honoured them as the choice of the carth; 
if you had followedtheir example, Ihad not 
{lain you, but fiow youſhal periſh evcrlaſting- 


ly. 
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| a choice #11d a precious ſpirit. - 
| Ins | CHAP. VII. 
diſhonenr to be ſuigular.. . Seven wtes to dif- 
| 9 Cover that bop mens differing g/— = 
. mtu proceeds mt from proud humeros ſingula- 
rity, but from the choiceneſſe and excellency of 
_: . their ſpirits. 
T5 godly men be men of another ſpirit, and 
this. be their commendation ; why then 
ſhould any account ita difhonour to be fingu- 
| tar from che World? Singularity is caft uponi 
Gods ſervants as theirdiſgrace ; bur certain- 
ly it is their glory; they are ſingular, and 
elr waysare fingular; it is true, and they 
avouch it, / they tejoice in it , and bleſs God 


OC — 


for they art of ariother ſpirit, peculiar peo- 
ple, fepatarcd from the World, HE apr for 
God; their ſeparation is a woriderful ſepara- 
tion. Exod. 33. 16. So ſhall we be ſeparared 
| faies Moſes, I and thy people, from all the 
| people that areupon the face of the earth; the 
| word is in the Original ; We ſhall be won- 

dertully ſeparated : No marvel then, though | 
their ſingularity be ſach, as the world, wile 


| Theift ways are different from other men ; 
[Tthat is true indeed; who can think others 
wife? Their principles, their eftates, their 
ienities, their hopes arc raiſed higher| 
hen other- mens. Would Saul have been 
offended; if his former acquaintance had 
complained; Oh-now Saul, ke mindes other 


| for it; it is impoſſible bit that it ſhould be ſoz } 


| 


{ knows not thelre- principles, wonder act it. | 
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things ; go: On if other waye:, lives after. 
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| another faſhion then we. do 31 that is grue In-J 
| deed} for his condition is altered , his tftate}] 
is raiſedhigher then yours , he harh"anothet 
| ſpirit: To complain of Gods ſervants, thaty 
they are ſingular from others, is all one, as if 


k 


you ſhould! complain of Pearſes that t oY are! 
more gliſtering then dirt and gravelI. cir} 
way, their lives are. ſingular 3 Why 2 how! 
would you haye them live? would you haye 
them live according to, the common courſe 
of the world? they cannot; for they have not 
receive the ſpirit of the world but: another 
ſpirit. | Ef 
When the Spirit of God would ſet out. the | 

greateſt miſcry of men;,.' when they are the 
| children -of wrath, without God in the world, 
without. hopezlIt is,that they lived acording to 
the common courſe of the, world , Epheſ-2.2. 
And thoſe: two are joyned together , . living 
according to the common courſe of the world 
and according to that ſpirit, that rules-in the 
children of diſobedience : So long as they 
were ated by that ſpirit, they did-live ſoz. but. 
now there is another ſpirit that they are ated 
by, and would you have them li Ye ſo ſtill.as ? 
| they did beforc?Certainly,itcannot bez You cry 
out of difſimulation,and that juſtly.Bur-what 4s. 
difiimulation if this be not? where there is not 
a ſutableneſs between the inward cy 


the inward frame and diſpoſitien of thefoir 
and the outward ations, Now if Gods peoplF 
ſhould not live fingular.Jiyes, certainly their! 
outward-a@ions would not be agrecable to rhe 
i2awa:d principles,{rames Melipoldongofegerr 
S - pirits: 


| 


{ſelf would ſuffer, as if it were ſuch a difhonou: 


1conlſcience witneſſes to thetn, that their ſpirits 


_ 
>, 4 


|were; yea,and witnefſes for them, that their 


ſpirits; tor they are fingular,' differing from o-; 


aadhbee.d 
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of tijens. | As there may be a diffembling, 
for aman to ſeem better thenhe is, ſo'there 
may þ2? aiſſ:mbling, to ſeem worſe then 
we are; Tsthere not as much evil in a life diffe- 
ring from the ſpirit, as ina ſpirie ditfering 
from thelite? if a man ſeems to be godly, and 
1s not, it is anargument the man is vile, who 
will thus play the hypocrice; bur it is a com- 
mendation to godlineſſe, that men will ac- 


able; but if a man hath godlinsſe in his hearr, 
and yet his life be no other then other 


ſhamed of Godlinefs it ſelf; here godlinels it 


rable thing as would bring. ſhame to a man if 
it did appear ; as if though indeed it muſt be 
reſerved in the heart tor neceſlity ſake, yet 
it muſt be kept -down', not ſuffzred t9 af» 
peare in thelite , for teare it bea diſgrace to 
men. Hs not here then as great an evill, in 
this way of difſmulation as in the other ? 
B:tter all the men of the world had ſhime 
caſt upon them then that godlines ſhoul4 have 
the leaſt ſt2in.' Surely chen,where the ſpirits 
of 'men be other ſpirits ,- ſingular choice ſpi- | 
rits; their lives ought, and muſt needs be 

other lives, fingular from'other men. Thei® 


are chang=d,that they are other from that they 


lives are other lives, ſingular trom other men: 


and in this witneſs their fouls rejoice. 


count the very ſeeming of it to be honours | 


mens , this would argue that a man were a«=[ 
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Bur is there nota proud phantaſtical ingur;| 
larity ? may not pride, ſullennef{c, and: 
carry.mcn on in fingular wayecs, diticring 
om other men, conceiting themiclyes to be 
wiſer then others, loving to ſatisfie ſeme odd 
humours of their own ? if it were any choice» 
neſſe, or.excellency of their ſpirits, *rwere a» 
nother matter , we would not ſpeak againſt 
them ; but it is this proud hypocritical , 
humerous ſingularity , we ſpeak againſt. 


To this I anſwer; if you indeed ſhould do 
as they do, if you ſhould live after a different 


1 manner from the commen courſe of the 


world, having no other principles then thoſe 
you have, it would 'certainly be ſingularity, 
pride, hypocrifte, and humour in you ; and 


| chus your conſciences would tcl you, and that 


becauſe you had not principles ta carry you 
out in this way,you have not ſpirits ſutable to 
it; and you judging of others, by that -you 
feel in your ſelves, this makes you to think 
the different ways of Gods fervants is-onely 
from pride and humorous ſingularity; y=a,and 
they themſelves know, that there was a time 
indeed, wherein if they ſhould have done as 
now they do, it would have been no other in| 
them, then that you now accuſe them of; 
namely,when their ſpirits were as other mens 
( oY arc; but now they know they have o- 
ther principles, other qualifications of ſpirit" 
then formerly they had, . But ſurely, you 
doe not think indeed, that their ditterent 


lives do come irom- proud 'and mate 
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didlieon yourfick-bedtwhen.you apprehend. 
ed your ſelves going before the greatGod,then 
you could wiſh it were with youas.itis with 
them. 

But what ſay,yov? it you thought jt were 
not from this pride, and conceitednefſe you 
ſpeak of, then you would think it were well; 
then yoa wonald joyn in juſtifying of them, 
if you were ſure it were ſrom a choice excel- 


1 lent ſpirit in them. 


Wel then, let Gods ſervants rejoyce in 
this, that they know it is not from pride, that 
it is not from humour, that they run not 
into exceſſe of ryot as others do, but from the 
work of God upon their ſpirits,and this wit- 
neſs they have for themſelves, thisthey have 
to encourage themſclves in, that if the 
men of the world did but know their prin- 
ciples, from whence they work, as they know 


| chemthemſelves,even they would juſtitic both 


them and their ways But further we muſt 
know there is a way of God that is real, that 
tends to life 5 whatever way it} be, this is 


| certaingit muſt be diffzrent from the common 


courſeof the world; and if this be not it, in 
which Gods people do walk , tel us what is 
that way,and we vvill walk init. TheScrip- 


|-rure tels us, the way to lifeis narrow, and 


that few walk in it; and the other way 


is broad that tends to death; we cannot 


therefore burfear when weſ:e the mark of} 
A 


fingulari 7 for it youdid, why did your con- Aa 
ſciences ſo wel approve of them , when you]. 
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might appear, Chriit addes another word, 
fo the words are, Fear notlittle flock. And 


St. 7ohn 1 Epift. 5.v.19.ſaith,thewhole world 


We are of God, and yet 'the whole{World 
lics in wickedneſs , but weknow that we are 
of God. "What a fingularity 'was this int. 
7obn? how doth he difference a'few odde con». 
tzmptible people from the whole world. 
lies in wickednefſe, and the world ſurely 
isnot grown better fince ;'but that you may 
ſee, that the'way of the godly is not from 
fingularity , 0: humor, take theſe Evidences 
and judge according as conſcience ſhall te] 
you in truth. +58 
Firſt, Where humour and: conceited fin- 
gularity prevails with men, there is noea- 
vennefle ,- no: conſtancy in' their wayes , no 
proportion of one'thing withanotherin their 
courſe ; they are ſingular & humorous in ſome 
odd fooliſh things, butin other things where 
they have as much reaſon to be ſingular, they 
do as others doz but in Gods people you-ſhall 
ſee an cvnneſſe, conſtancy , and proportion 
in the courſe of their lives; that which makes 
them fingular in one thing , makes themſo 
in all other of the ſame nature. They ar: 
not as hnmorous people who- have theirj 


pam 


tits, and take them out of their fits , they are]. 


as' 


other menzthey aredifterent from themielves|. 


| 


———__ 


| but Gods people goall the ſame way, they 


"| neſs, which evidently ſhews , they areled , 


thoſe trings for which the - world diflikes 
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de dd 'puide 
more ek. 5.00 other meng' yetthere is 


lefſedifference' from themſelyes;.:: -.'; ---, 

. Second] | 
gularicy, they care lefle for fuch things. they 

o-out of that principle, whenthey-come to 
becommon, thenthey did before ; But it js 
not ſd here in the ways of godlineis ; the 
more common'they: grow , the better they 
are, the more doth Gods people rejoyce and 
bleſs themſelves in-them, they are the more 


Tovely,and amiable in their eyes. 


Thirdly, humorous ſingular men differ ex- 
ceedingly one from another z one wil be fin- 
gular in one thing, and another in another; 


have the {ame courſe with ſuch asthey never 
ſaw; Obſerve the ſpirits and waysof godly | 
men-in all placesof the worlds though their | 
education, their conſtitution , their employ. | 
ments , their former principles be exceeding 
different : yet now for the main, they arc 
the ſame, they ſavour and relliſh the ſame 
chings, they delight in the ſame way of holi- 


ated by one andthe ſame ſpirit; though they 
may differ in ſome things of -lefſer moment 
one from-another, yetthey differ very little 
amoneſt themſelves, in things wherein their 
difference from the world principally lies; in 


Pi 


whey art fron other men; -bus where rhe | 
$ , though there be no. 


Thoſe whodo things-qut- of hs | 


them and their ways z'-there is_a. general 


agreement | 
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greement inthe ſpirits of all ; 
————_ — pads « 
Aa greater evis any outward m $ 
loving the ſtrifteſt ways ef halinefſe; inhs+ 
tokeep themſelves: piire, as much as 
they can, from the ſinsof the times, and 
ces | where they live, .&c; In theſe and 
like chings, which are moſt; proper to godli- 
]nefſe, and for which rhey are judged ſingu 
[lar, there is a general agreement of - a[l 
| rhe ow of. the godly throughout the 
World, 


p——_——_— 
1 < 


Fourthly-, proud, conceited fingularity 
| ats it ſelf efpecially in things that are ta- 
ken notice of by others; if others look-not ! 
aſter them , and will not vouchſafe torake: 
notice of them, they quickly grow weary of 
thatthey do; and this is the beſt way to call 
with ſuch people, to negle& them : Let them 
perceive no body thinks them worthy of re- 
garding, of 'once minding them, and this 
makes them ſooner weary then all the oppe:+ 
ſing of them that can be : The end of fan- 
eularity.is, that itmight be obferved ; this 
isthe humaur of theſe people, they would 
fain be tak:n'notice of for ſomething, let it 
be what it wil'be ; obſervance is the thing 
that feeds this hamourz wherethis isnot, it 
| ſoon grows weary of it {elf ; and hence wher 
theſe people are alone , when none. can ob- 
ferve them, they do but as other men do. 
Bur now the ſpecial work of godlineſle,/ 
| whercia/Go1s people differ. from other men,|  _ _ 
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= of the fteirs , ſpew me thy ſight, let me hear thy 


' '] elemene;-wherefore ſurely ix is nota humour 


ſin rr things : The countenance —_ 


> ' \Fikblyeibicwes humorous ſega A 


Sap app. 
P Cn nn Fo. 


Here bSchaus there wot abyndance inthe | 


heart : Godly men are tly godly 
| voice of the Church is moſt —_ and come- 
ly in ſecret places, Cant. 2. Dove that 
art in the holes of the rock, in = borer et places 


_ for thy: voice is [weet, and thy fight is: 
Godly mcn dare not. indeed but be 

col plas RE On 
em, \Let your rs men, "that others. 
muy fee your good works; but iris one thingto. 
do that which may be ſeen , and another-40 
do it to that end that it may be ſeens and 
co make that the higheſt na If they-make 
their end, that the light may. be ſeen, and 
nar that chem(ſclves may bee ſeen ; and that 
their Father in Heaven may be glorified, and 
not themſelves gloriged.,. it is no other then | 
Chriſt would have. But between Godand 
their awn-ſouls , there is the chief work of 
godlinefſe; there the ſouls of Gadr ſervants 
do moſt expiate .themſciyes, there they are 
-moſt themſelves, there is their moſt proper | 


af ftingularity. 


et 
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| hend the glory 'and'majeſty of God, ſo. as the 
tgodly do; none underftand what eternity 


'terfully apprehended by Gods fervants , even 


ir rol not” bring then lo] —_—— 


+ eat 


| | hon they have to:deal with God in x ſpect« 


ive reat Gomarave the ſentehce of theiy 
br 47 doo 
| crernity, how # | 
{heput into their hearts, to gs/ another way, | 
-}not according to-the*commoen - courſe of the 
| world ? Though hamour arid canceitednefſe 
1may pleaſe, and give content for awhile, yet 


T———— the 


e * end heavenly joy when \1 [ite ps 
pon their fick-bedls 37" ind death 


 when'they a to appear'b: 


 - & FI 


116 they ar? to - enter upon 
"then blefſe God thatever | 


—  — —_ —— 


it can never brihg fiich peace and true Joy 
in ſicknefſe and death, and whetr the foul ſees | 
it hath to deal with ſuch awinfinite , holy, 
God , 'ſucha'dreadful Majeſty; none appre- 


|mcans ſo/as they do; the fight of theſe things 

would ſhake men out of an humour : ir is not 
hiatus thaticanfſtand before” God; and the! 
eternal miſery or happineſſe ofthe creature 
rightly apprehended ; ic is' timenow'to lay: 
aſide bumours, - andconceits; - andiyet then 
-wheichele rhings are meſt clearly;moſt pow-| 


then they are more for the ways 'of Gcd.,' in 
which they differed from the world,” then &, 
verthey were before ; it is nowthehr greateſt : 
grief, that they have no more'iffered-from 

chem een they Kaye, and ifthey were to be- 
gin again, they would differ far: more then 
eve: tacy did, ſ 


| Robles ivie norhmoronscOnccired 


new” 
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| mour of fingulaticy, that afts them 1 in the way! 


Cem Maanls go'ty 


an Ghis/argunicnt; onely with thefe two 10 Cav. 
tions 3 5 £5; V1 '6 q 
+1. Thatthermen yowbring. in, benich of 
| inlightened conſciences z for \whathave-We 


| rant? though there were never forma 
fands of them, they can ada nocingara] 
PRE_— FE bY 
2c whom wh 
when. they at&rmo 
able to: Judges do nat: cake them-when they: 
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when their ſpirits zreicalmed; and in'thobeſt 
| temper, when conſcience hath the moſt liber-' 
| ty to ſpeak indeed what it thinks; and ot ſuch: 
| mer, in ſych times, we ſhat have the moſt on! 
| our tide z amdrhercforc {urely-it is not a bu 


yenture.upon this, :yca efirechall en] 


fericugwtriahayare bet 
are in paſſidn/when- theipJuſts arcupyabue | | 


arts 


þ 


| afgodlinaſe..” 

l: Fit is nockngularientors we have| 
the Prophers, A ſtles,Marryrs,Saints of God, 

before us, clouds of witn es,thouſand thou»! | 


| een thouſands of others, asS; Cbryſojtome hith 
| an exprefliou in one of bisScrmensto the ped» 


Olus Sons Gy 4he 


- 4 lpirey bave many. .half-pennies 
70 is bereer,, then, mulrirudes 


| ſands of them, and cvery one of them worth | 


to'do withothers,, who are blind: = at Abi ad i : 


Chryf how. . 
26, ad POP« , 
| ple of Anticch; .itis better to have one, pyech» | Antioch. * / 
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to the number of them ſayshez for one Hat 
.thena thouſanil wicked 


cording to-that irthe Prover 
thouin the ways of good men, 
of the righteous. ; 

Now then , let neither the ways of god- 
lineſs, or godly men ever be blamed for their 
18ularityz other ſpirits maſt needs lead in- 
toother ways. It waslaidto Lathers char 


1 


to be one, but ablefſed and a holy 'Afoftate, 


"}* | one that hathfallen off from fſÞdevil.. So we 
confeſs, this is fingularity, which differences 


Gods ſerrancs ' from this vile wicked world, 
inwhich they live, whereby they live as men 
of another world;as indeed they are, 


ms 
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 Bleſſe God for making this 


your ſpirits 
of thi works 


Glng this other ſpirir.is ſoexcellent and. 


blefſed, then do you, to whom God hath 
Soren other ſpirits, learn'to+ bleſs God for 
them; che mercies of God to mens ſpirits are 
the greateſt mercics ; though your conditions 


be meaner then others, in other reſpefts, yet 
if yourſpiritsbe rafeto in higherexeailen- 
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ence whereas Saint Marthew ſays, Chats. 7, 
12. How much more 
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others know nothow to want; anc} 'it Is. as 
goodto be in ſich ancitate, tohave no need? 
od wc irktuad it. 
And farther, it is the excellency" of tua? 
bleſfings rokerp down: aphooy 
the ſpirit bove the boa 
glory of che 
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A gracious ſpirit, 


reports ofthem. Spiritual bleſfings are ſuch 
as inable men' to improve all other bleſſings 
they enjoy : without theſe,.the greatelt of o- 


| 


— — —— 


ther bl-ffings would provetobe the greateſt 
curſesto us; and yet further : Theſe bleſlings 
upon our ſpirits, coſt God infinitely more 
then other bleſſings do. Other bleſfings God 
can give at a low rate, but theſe coſt the dea- 
reſt heart blood of his only ſon ,and therefore 
above all letGod have the praiſe of theſc.Out- 
ward bodily mercies we are unworthy ofzbut 
when we confider of theſe, let vs lay asDa» 
vid, P ſal. 66. 16. Come and hearken all ye that 
feare God, 1 will tel you what he hath done to my 
foul: There God hath magnified his mercies 
| toward mee'inded, You may remember how 
baſe your. ſpirits once were , how blinde';, 


i 


| 


| 


fooliſh, droflie, ſenſual; -and it may be.zma- 
licious, This S. Paul. cals:to mind, to ftir 
up himſelf and others, to praife God for that 
bleſſed charigehe had wrought in.bis,: and in 
their ſpirits, Tit. 3. 3. For we our ſelves alſo 


were in times pai (faith he.) unwiſe, diſobedi- 


ext, Yeceived; ſerving divers luſts, living in m1» 
liciouſneſs and envy; hateful, and hating one a 
nother : but when the hountifulneſſe and love of 


God onr Saviour appeared, &c. But it your ſpr 


rits have not been ſo vile as ſome others, if 
they have been tair and ingenuous, if you 
have been of ſweet natures, and tratable diſ- 
potitions , you have cauſe to bleſs God . in 
{ome reſpe&ts ſo much the more, for the 
change he hath wrought inthemyfor his mer 
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cy towards you, that. you did not reſt in thoſe | 


natural 
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ning, the drightne(s of which darkens all the | 


mans 
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naural excellencies, and miftakethem for-ſa-| 
Ying graces, as many do with much danger| 
totheir ſouls: and when you ſee” the baſe] 
corruptſpirics of other men , as thoſe who 
have any thing to do in the world, ſhall 
meet with exceeding vile corrupt ſpirits; nct 
onely tn the worſt ſort of mn, but in thoſe 
who ſeem to be fair, ia whom a man would} 
never have thought to have met with ſuch 
baſe workings of ſpirit , that would make aj 
man wonder. Oh Lord , what are the ſp 
rits of men ? Then, Ifay, when youſeethis, 


blefſe che Lord, letyour ſpirits, and all that is] 
within them bleſs his name, who hath pur| 


(auch difference beeween your ſpirits and 
theirs, as you cannot but acknowledge z Cx 


cept you ſhould be exceedingly injurious to| 


the grace of God in you. 


| WE 
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Communion and converſe with men of ſuch ex, 
cellent ſpirits, is a moſt bleſſed things | 

F the godly ,be of ſuch excellent ſpirits, 

[ then congerſe and communion with 

them is a moſt bleffed thing; no greater hea- 

ven upon earth then this; for hers you may 

ſee the beauty and luſtre of Gods graces ſhi- 


beauty and glory of the world to a ſpiritual | 
eye. Seneca ſaw ſo much excellencygthat mo-! 
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A gracious ſpirit, 4 
rality put upon a man, that he ſays, that the 


— vir} dele- | very looks of a good man delights one + The ver 
at, 


fight of ſuch ſervants of Gad , who. wal 

cloſe with God, who are carctul to keep their 
ſpirits clear and ſhining, truly it is very de- 
lightful, it hath much quickening in 1t; 
the uprightneſ(s, holineſs, ſpiritual enlight- 
nings, that their ſouls have, wil guide them 
to adviſe for God 1m ſafe and good ways. The 
advice of godly men in things concerning 
God, is much to be prized. It was a good 
ſpeech of Shechania to Ezra, Chapt. 10. 3s 
Now therefore let uw make a Covenant with our 
God, &c. according to the counſel of the Lord, | 
and of thoſe that fear the Commandement of our 
God, It was goed to follow their counſel. 


The ſpirits of theſe are ſavory in their diſ- 
courſe, in their duties, in all their carriage ; 
[their example exceeding powerful and profi- 
table. The bleſſing of Abigail epon David, 
was, The Lord binde up his ſoul in the bundle of 
life. Enjoyment of communion with Gods 
people,is the binding up of our ſouls in- the 
bundle of lite, for every one of them hark life | 
in him, Do&or Taylor the Martyr rejoyced 
that ever he cameinto priſon,becauſe he came 
ther2 to have acquaintance wich that Angel 
of God John Bradford, as he cals him; it the 
ſocicty of one ſweet heavenly ſpirited-man, 
be enough to make a priſon chearfull, what a 
blefling then is the enjoyment of communion 


| with many? 


| | | All 
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a choice and a precious ſpirit- 


juſt men made perfe& , He*. 12. 23. When 
we are amongſt them , we may in the behol- 


ny. failings 'in our own , that: we ſaw not 
before ;+and-ſo be humbled for them, and 
be put on to :ſeek help: We may fee che 
ſame graces ſhining ih therh chat we feel in 
our own hearts, arid ſo be' ſtrengthened 
and encouraged ih them, arid ſtirred up to 


*| blefſe God for them; and the futablenefi= 


between their ſpirits and ours, if ours be 


as from thence there wil ariſe an unſpeaka- 
ble delight, and incomparable ſweetneſs * 
No ſociety under Heaven hath that pleaſant- 
neſs and ſweetneſs in it, as the fociery of the 
Saints; ho mens ſpirits cloſ2 ſo fully one 
wich another, 4s theirs; no-mens ſpirits 
bound fofirmly by ſuch indiffolublz bonds 
together as theirs; they know the exc:llency 
of one anothers ſpirits ; ſo asthey can freely 


4 open-themſelves , unboſome their hearts on- 


to another, ahd yenture their lives one upon 
anorher:and it is themoſt honourable ſoctery 
inthe world; * for itis the affociation of th: 
moſt excellent and glorious creatures; God 
himſett delights to joyn himſel{ with them , 
to be amonef} them: as 2 Coy. 6. 16. I wil dypel 
among them( (a ith the Lord) and walk there,and 
I will be their God, and they ſhal be my people-But 
the words ar: more ſignificant in the Oci- 
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©" All my detight(laith Dovid) is m the Saints, | 
in them thatiexcel in the earth.' Tris the ble, 
| {ing of the goſpel rocome to the ſpirits of 


ding the work of their ſpirit3;come to ſee ma. | 


| 


right; will cauſe och cloſing and mingling, | 


| 
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| bodies, In Orat. 
| The ame is 


Gregory Nazi- | 
anzen lays of 
himſelf,and 
Baft/, thar one | 
ſoul in a man 
ner was in two 


Fun. Baſilii, 
ſaid of Minus 


'1us Felix, and 
Odtavius. 
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" | gina, they expreſs Gods delight, not only 


©» A gracious ſpirits. © 


| | 


to dwel among them, and: walk: with -themy 
but to wel in chem, and walk in them. And 
hence that. expreſſion of © Zertwllian , thatwe 
made uſe of before in another caſe, is very 
pertinent for.our paxodine likewiſe; #hrn 
good men meet, ( {aics he). when godly men ave 
gathered together, this is not to be called a F ati: 
0, bur a Coutt,', ; What place is accounted fo 
honourable, and excels in mor&delights then | 
the Courts: of ; Princes ? . The: ſociety of 
Gods Saints, communion with Gods people, 
hath more honour,is filled with moredelights | ' 


| 


bet | therto a gracious ſpirit ? how loathſom 1sthe 


| away the unclean ſpirit our of the Land, and 


thenany Court, in the World where this: is 
wanting : the ſocicty of the wicked, thar is' 
 unſavery and tedious, becauſe. their ſpirits 
are ſovile and corrupt, like the: ſlime and 
filth there 1s congealed when many toads arid 
venemous filthy creatures do joyn together; 
how abhominable is their breathings toge- 


1 


'mixture of their ſpirits? Zachi 13-2.we have. 
a promiſe that God will in his due-time take 


oh what a bleſſed time will that be) -How 
happy would Gods ſervants think themſelves, 
if they 'might be delivered from the noifom» | 
neſſe of corrupt unclean ſpirits ? L ct us keep 
our {elves what we can now, from mingling 
with them. wee ſhall within a while be for 
ever delivered from them. 
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That all thoſe-whoſe ſpirits God hath thus 41 
renced', ſhould improve this mercy,by walking 
notjas other men. 


F God hath been mercifull to.-you, in gi- 

viag you another ſpirit; improve this mer- 
cy; {new in all your waics that you are ated 
by other ſpieit: [Tet the renewed ſpirit 
guide you,Jer the beauty and excellency of it 
appear ; 1j we live'in the ſpirit , let us walkin 
the ſpirit, {aics the Apoſtle, Gal. 5. 25. The 
works of the fleſh are manifeſt, Gal. 5: 19. Why 
ſhould not the works of the ſpirit be ſo roo ? 
God hath beaurified your ſpirits with his own 
image, io this he .hath honoured you, that 
you might honour him, in holding forth the 
beauty and excellency of his image 3 he hath 
made you a peculiar people, to that end that 
you might ſhew forth the vertues of him who 
hath called you our of darkneſſe into his miar- 
vellous light, 2 Pet.2. 9, Ir isa dithonou: 
to a Parent or any ſp=cial friend, to hang his 
Picture i1fome dark hole, in {ome odicure 
contemptible plac2; it is expeRged we (hould 
make ic conſpicuous, that we ſhould hang it 
in ſome eminent place, ſo as to manifeſt that 
we CcJoIce in it, as an'onament tous. It isa 
grcat evil to obſcure the' graces of Gods Spi- 
rity to keep in the work of God upon our 
ſpirits, in which hee hath ſer out t3e glory 


jof hisimage, to that end, that he "_ 
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A gracious ſpirit, 59 
be glorified in us befor2 Men and Angels, 


” _ 


W- if he cftecms his 'excellency to conſiſt, 
t Eloquence, Wiſdom, or any Art,wheres 
in he hath attained any. eminzncy ; yea, if he 
. ccounts his excellency to conſiſt inhis rich» 
es, in his honour, inhis beauty, he loves to 
"make them appear before others ; as the Pro- 
phet in another caſe, Eſay 60. 1. Ariſe and 
ſhine, for the light is come; and the glory of the 
Lord is riſen upon thee. If God hath ſhiged' 
upon your ſpirits by his grace , Jet your light 
ſhine before men, that the world may ſee 
there are men of other ſpirits, who.can do 
ſuch things as / they caynot. Oh what 
beautiful , convincing converſations would ! 


rented {pirit! As it was ſaid of Steven,they 
conld not refiſt the Spirit by which he ſpake; 
!oir would betrue here, men could not res. 
ſt that Spirit by which you Jive. What do 
you more then other men ? ſayes Chrift to his 
Diſciples, Mat.5- 47. Men ot other ſpirits muſt 
manifeſt their lives, that they can do more 
then other men. Let me in thename of the 
Lord plead 'with you for more honour and 
ſervice for the Lo-d,then he hath from others. 

Firſt , your birth-is from him,you ar? born 
of God in another manner then others are, 


live as other men do Hence we read of a 
cuſtome amongſt the Heathen,they were wont 


| hit delights ih the expreſſion of that, | 


men live, if they were onely ated by this| 


and therefore it muſt not be with you as it is] 
with others. * Men of high birth will not | 
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to derive the p2degree of their valiant men 
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from their gods; to this end, though the 
thing were not true, yet they bele:ving then 
ſelves tobea Divine off-ipring, they might 
upon confidence thereof , undertaks higher 
attempts then others , with the more bold- 
neſs: Much higher things ſhould thoſe 
endeavour after, who are indeed born of 
God, 

Secondly , God hath put forth = 
manner of power out upon your ſpirits, then 
upon other men ; other men have but a gene- 
ral common inffuence cf Gods power let into 
their ſpirits; but he hath manitcſted the ex- 
ceeding greatneſs of his power in you; as 
Eph. 1, 19. oblerve the gradation there ; the 


| 


Apoſtle ſpeaking of the {power of God , put | 
forth upon thoſe rhat do beleeve, cxpreſles it 
It ina ſixfold gradarion. 


t. Itis his power ; onely the power of a- 
God could do it. 

2, It is the greatneſs of his power. 
3- It is the exceeding greazncſs of his 
power. 

4. It is the working of his power. 

5. It is the working of his mighty pow- 


| 


er. 

6, It is the ſame power by W ich herat- 
ſed Chriſt from the dead , and (ethim at his 
right hand in the Heavens,far above all prin- 
cipality,& power,und might. Now Go] doth 
not uſe to put torth grzat power, but tor 
great Purpoſes; he uſes nor his extracr- 
dinary Power tor ordinary things : when ſu- 
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caſus, tanto mas 
107 eſt cr1mi. 
nu, quante prj- 
niqnam caderet' 
majuris erat vir- 
tutzs, © 
Bern. de inter: 
dome. c. 50.- | 
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{quainted with more truths; God hath revea« 


| certainty , the infinite conſequence of the 


| nunion unto himſelf z thongh God is to 
| -c feared by1all, yet more eſpecizlly in a 


at gracious ir, * 


£8 


might raiſe to ſupernatural] operations. 


which he hath endyed your ſpirits, is a ſpark 
ofhis own divinenature z as you have heard, 
it hath a divine power with .it, and a divine 
a&tivity in it: thatis expeRed from you, that 
nowe can doby an inferior power , as by 
the rength of parts, education, moral prin» 
ciples.: if your lives benot beyond the high- 
eſt of thole who have nene other principles 
then ſuch to raiſe thewf, you diſhonour God 
and his gracc,and your holy profeſſion, 


Fourthly, your ſpirits have been made ac- 
led to you the ſecrets of his Counſels, of his 
Kingdom; he hath ſhown you himlelfes, 
1is Glory , his Majeſty , Soveraignty, Ho-: 
iinefſe3 he hath fhewen you the reality, 
veauty g- Excellency, equity of his blefſed: 
wayes : He hath made known to the 


things of © eternity 3 the vileneſs, polkution, 
poyſon, danger of fin : he hath given you ex- 
periences of the things of heaven, the ſweet-| 
neſs of his ways, the diſtreſs of conſcience 
for fm, | 
Fitchly, he hath feparated you for him- 
elt, he h:t' taken you. into a near com- 
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| *!gher Cegree he is to be feared in the 
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permatuarl ”ower-is put forth, itis, 'thar-it | 


3. Again, God doth put other abilities in: 
to you, that others have not * that grace with 


afſem- | 
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| thiaxs that they did walk as men , He that! 


| "5 chan and 4 precio ſpit. 
aſſembly of hls Saints , and to be had in re> 
| verence of them that arc about him , 'P ſa{m 


upon you, that be hath not put upon other 
mn 3 he hath made you Citizens of thenew 


eruſalem, favorites of Heaven', heirs, co- 
heirs with the Lord Jeſus Chriſt- God hath 
raiſed yon above the condition of men; and 
theretore you mult not walk as men. The 
Apoſtle , 1, Corinth. 3. 3. blamed the Corim- 


bath redeemed you from the earth, Reveh. 4 . 3. 
Therefore you muſt not walk as the-men of 
theearth ; God hath not dealt thus with 0+ 
ther people , they know not what theſe 
things znean. Therefore wel may the Lord 
expe trom you other manner of ſervice and 
honoar,then he hath from other men. 
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Sixthly ,'God hath put other dignities 
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Seventhly , more depends upon you then} 
upon others ; the weight of many ſervices de- 
pends all upon you, which areno ways cxpe= 
Red to be performed by others : What ſtall 
become of Gods name, his glory, the fulfil. 
ling his wil in the world, if men whoſe ſpi- 
rits are fitted-for this ſervice, ſhould not live 
in a higher way of holincſs, and do more for 
him then others ? God expeRts gre2t things 
from you, Eſay 63. 8. I jaid, ſurely they will 
18 {ze; when others are bale, untaichtul, and 
vilein theirwaycs, yer God rejoyceth in 
this, thathe hath a generation in the world, a 
choice company of other {pirits,precions and 


excellent 
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exceltent ſpirits, and he hal have other dea- 
lizgs from them. . 
Eightly, your fins gonexrer tothe heart of 


God then others : -Qther men may provoke 


God ta anger, but.you grieve his holy Spir 
rit. God took it very ill at Solomons hand, 


that he dealt ilI-wich him after he had aps |. 
peared twice to him,1 Kings 11. 9, How often | 


hath God appeared to your ſouls? what gra- 
cious vifitations have your ſpirits had from 
him ? it is a ſhameful thing (indeed for 
you to fal as other men do : it was an aggra- 
vation of the fall of Sanl, 2 Sam. 1.21. that 
the ſhield of the mighty was caſt down , the 
ſhicld of Saul, as though he hac not been a= 
nointed with oyl ; for you to fall, as though 
you had not been anointed , as athers which 
haveno ſuch oyntment poured upon them, 
this is a great and ſore evil. 

Ninthly, the eyes of many are upon you: 
the Name of God, the cauſe of God is eng a- 
ged in you, | 

Tenthly, you are appointed by God tobe 
Judges ot other men, 2 Cor, 6. 2. Do you not 
know that the $ aints ſhall judge the world ? yea, 
verl. 3. Know you not that we. ſhall judge the 
Angels ? God wil bring your lives and waycs 
betore all che world to judge the world by; 
and therefore they hadneed to be very exatt, 


and to have ſomething in them more then 


ordinary. It isa ſhameful way of reaſo- 
ning, for any man to reaſon for fin by exam- 
ples 4 as it like a Thicfe , he would fain 
(cap2 in the crowd : but much more m—_ 
fu 
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a choce and a precious firit. - | y 
hul is it, that any godly man ſhould be found 
to argue for fin this way z forthis-is an ags 
gravation of fm, not a lefſening of it, asifl 
ſhould 1ay , God hath diſhonour by ſuch and 


| ſuch,and therefore why may he not have ſome 


more by me? Sin is a ftriking at Godzand eve- 
j . e- o , ws 

ry {inner ſtrikes at hint; and thou comeſt run- 
ning for thy ſtroke too. What? Wilt thou 


Jaiſo have thy blowat him ? And what thou 


tor whom the Lord hath done ſuch great 
things? asCeſar ſaid to Brutus, when in the 
Senat*houſe the Senators had wounded him 
with many ſore wounds, and Brutas he comes 
alſo for his ſtroke ; Whereupon Ceſar looks 
on him ,” and ſayes tohim; What? and thou 
my Son Bryutzs too? Conceive as if thou 
ſaweſt the Lord looking on thee, and ſaying 
thus to thee, when thou ventureſt upon any 
finful way upon the example of others. 


But in what particulars ſhould we manifeſt 
this choiceneſs of our ſpirits in ways diffc- 
ring ſrom others ? : 

| Anſw. In theſe eſpecially : 
1. Infelf=denial : ſhew that you can deny 
your Opinions, your delires, your wils;though 
you havea ſtrong mind to a. thing , though 
you have fit opportunities to enjoy your de- 
fires, yet if you ſee God may have more honor 
any other way, youcan freely and readily 
without diſturbance , withour vexing yech; 
and 'do not deceive your ſelves .in this; 
be eaſily convinced in particulars , which 


Jace tor God againſt your ſelves; the —f 
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It was a brave 
ſpirit ofZwing- 
I'us expreſſing 
| It ſelf rhus, in 
his 3. Epiſt. 
Nui non opor« 
_ | tet mortes =_ 
e[rgere, quod non 
ſupplicium poti. 
Ms ferre,umo 1nd, 


quam profundum 
inferni abyſſum 
_ . (non intrare, 
\quamn contra 
cenſcientiam «t- 
| teſtarz 2 


— 


| 


| 


\\Many coneeit an excellency' of{piritto-beiu 


[and boiſterous; Certainly this 'comes from 


{that is excgllency to'be able to. overcome, 
[to rule ones ſpirit, to havecommand of ones 


"I 


| have them do more then others do, 


| ſufferinss; but a gracious ſpiric thinks the) 


—— 


| 


- 


'* A gracious fertt, 


cellency of 2 mans ſpirit is much ſeen in this 
ſelt-wildneſſe, in being paſltonatc;' froward 


weakneſfle of ſpirit , no excellency is requi- 
red for this, every fool can; bee thus. But, 


ſpirit, to fubdue ana bring in order paſſions, 
and violent ſtirrings of ſpirit; this 1s preci- 
ous and honqurable in the eyes of God'and 
Man ; this is a well tempered ſpirit indeed, 
that can be ſtrong, zealous, full of courage, 
unyeceldable in the cauſe of God, and the 
Church, but meek, quiet, yeeldable, - ſelf-dee 
niable in its own cauſe : thoſe whe uſually 
are the moſt - boiſt-rous and paffionate for 
themſelves, are themoſt pooreſt-ſpirited men, 
and the moſt baſely yeelding, when it comes 
tothe cauſe of God, 


enabling youto do that which others cannot 
do, by loving your enemies , praying for 
them, doing them all the good you can; this 
is the ſpecial thing our Saviour commands to 
his Diſciples in thas 5, Matth. when he would 


3. Fear the leaſt fin more then the greateſt, 
{affering 3 Morality raiſes the ſpirit higheſt 
next to Grace; and yet a meer Mora{nian, 
ye2ld in little things,for the avoiding cf2reat 


feaſt truth of God worthy to be witneſſed to, 


2. Shew the excellency of your ſpirirs| | 


accounts it fooliſhneſle to be ſonice as not to |- 


by 
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by-the lofle-of his deareſt conifotts, and ſf- 
fering che" prevreſt evils 3 yea ,*he accoutics 
ae eget ar ene 

ſufferings of a1, as reſtifying the preateſt | 
loves avids Worthies ewe el arav | 


&ft love to him, 'in venturing their lives to 


| Fug , and f{eerce duties to perform 


gerchim a lietle water. 

+ Prize' opportunities of fervice more 
then all outward contentmentsinthe world; 
a gracious heart thinks 'it honour" enough , 
that Gd employes ie z| he 15 hot onely wills} 
ing to go on inhis work , though outward 
contenements come not in ; but. increaſe of 
ſervice for God, he efteems- ſo great a pood, 
as:he acconnts' the want of outward things} 
made up in itz; Though I get not ſo.much by 
that "I'do as others, yet Tblefſe God Ican | 
po on'in wy work as cherefully' zs others; for | 
contentment is thade up to mee in this that|| 
God will imploy me in his ſervice more| 
then othere; | | 

5 'Make confcience of time; this few doe; | 
few regard tic filings up of their time , 
their ſpirits having no excellencey in them, | 


they cannot make uſe of their time in any} 


worthy imployments for God,to themſelves 
br others; but a ran of an excellent ſpirir 
knows how to employ himſelf in. things 
that are excellent, and therefore prizes the 
time he hath towork in, and is conſcientious 
in the ſpending of its | 

'* 6 Make conſcience of thoughts and ſecret | 
workitigs of heartz of ſecret ſines to avoid 


them; 
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 eA graciow ſpirit, - 


them a man that hath 'a precious ſpirit-, 


doth nor like to 'have it runne waſt inex-> 
travagant.. thouglits and affe&ions ; the 
int. . of his mind are precious, the affeQi- 
ons of his heartare precious; as his ſpirit 1: 
precious : We let water run waſte, uſe 
we put no priceupon itz we think ir little 
worth , and therefore we let itrun to no uſe; 
but it it were ſome precious liquor, ſome 
precious oyle, compounded of dear ingre- 
ditnts, we would not do ſo, bus wbuld be 
careful to ſave every drop; this is a precious, 
{pirited man indced who knows how to lay | 
out his thoughts and his affe&tions at the beſt 
advantage and will not lavith them to no 
purpoſe. | 

7 Make conſcience of the -mahner of 


performing. holy duties , as well as of the 


doing of then), and look after them 5 what 


| becomes of them when they are done; this is 


not according. to the common ſpirits of the 
world , who think to put off God with flat , 
poor and dead ſervices ; | A gracious ſpirit! 
hath much of. the excellency of his ſpirit a- 
&ing in holy duties, and therefore he doth 
muck minde them, and- lookes wuoch after} 
them ; bur. others have little of their ſpirits 
ating inthem, and therefore they are little 
regarded , little loaked after by them. 

$ Rejoyce In the good of others though 
it eclipſes thy light , though it makes thy 
parts, thy abilicies , thy excellencies dimmer 


[inthe cys of others; were it not for the emi» 


nency of ſome above. thee , thy parts 
| perhaps 
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 @ Choice and a precious fpirit. 


| perhaps would ſhine bright,, and be of h high 


| eſteem z yet to rejoyce in this fromthe heart, 
from the ſoul to bleſs God. for his gifts and 
graces in athers,. that his Name may be glo- 


do. little, yct bleſſed be God , thereare ſome 
whocan do more for God.then 1, and in 
this I do,. and will rcjoyce ; this is. ind 

to be able todo much more then otbers,, rhis 


world hath, whicre this is not, come far 


| ſhort of chis excelſcncy ; to be able to do 


this, is more then to beableto excel others{in 
any excelkncy whatſoever ,. if this be wan- 


| ting : if God hath given thee this , he hath 
| given thee that which is a thouſand times 


more worth then ſtrong parts and abilities, 
in which thou mighteſt have been far more 
eminent,then thou now art,or then others are. 

9. If thou wilt ſhew the excellency of this 
ſpirit in ſome choice thing , then labour to 
| keep the heart Jow in proſperity,. and. an 
heavenly chearfulnets in adverſity ; not only 
contented , but joyful, ina quier , ſweet de- 
lightful frame :_ In the greateſt difficulties 
and ftraits, when you are put upon hard 
things, go on in your way with what ſtrength 
you can , without vexing, diſtratting 
thoughts; let yaur ſpirits be ſtayed on God, 
quietly and meekly committing your ſelves 
and cauſe to him + as the people of God 
in 1/ajab the 26,8; - They. profeſſe-their 


wil- 


ſhews a great eminency of ſpirit: All the; 
parts , gitts , abilities, that any maninthe| 


rified more by ethers, then { can glorike it | 
my felt; tobe able truly to ſay, ThoughT can} 


"I — 


_ A 


Py ads. AMD aA MLA 


| 


—_—____— 
———— 


rfiey give thereaſon, becauſe the deſire of their 
=r4 to bis Niue” and fo the. remembr ance of 
im, If in the times of our troubles, the de» 


fires of our ſouls were to Gods name, and to | 


therememberance of him, 'and not untv/our 
own names, and to the remembrance of our 
ſclyes, we Rould not have ſuch finking, dif- 
couraged, diſquict , yexing ſpirits as we 
have. The ſpirits of moſt men, if any difh+: 
cult thing befal them, they are preſently in 
a hurry, ſo diſquiet and tumultubus , that all 
the peace and1yeetneſs of rhem is loft, and! 
they hinder themſelves exceedingly, both"in| 
the bufineſs they are about, , adding much to 
the ditficalty of it , andin alfother buſinefles 
that concern them. This notes much di>! 
ſtemper of ſpirit, like diſtempered fleth of a; 
mans body, if it be bat toucht with the finger! 
or theleaſt ayre come to it, it preſently fe- 


ters and rankles. - 


10. Be more careful to know the fountain 
from whence all your mercies come,& to have: 
aſan&ified uſe of them when you enjoy them, 
then to have the poſſeſſion of them, or des! 
tightin them: An ordinary fpirit looks at 
nothing, but onely to have the ching it de-; 
fires, is not ſolicitous about the fountain 
from whence they ſpring, nor careful to at- 
tain any ſanftified end jto which they zend 3 
looks not atthem as from God , neither uſes, 
them for God; but where all theſe are, here is: 
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| willingneſs in all quietneſs to wait upon]. 
God, in cheways of kis jud , and] 


| 


the work of a choice precious ſpirit indeed; 
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T | 


were not convinced;but when Hoſes did that 
which they could not do,then they acknow- 
op the finger of God: ſo it is herez while 
wicked men ſee thoſe that are religious, do 
onely ſuch things as they could doif they 
would , as going to Sermons , ſpeaking of 
good things, they are never convinced by 
them; bur when they ſee them do ſomething 
which their conſciences tel them they cannot 


there is a rcal excellency in godlineſs which 
they have not, as Chriſt ſaid once, If I bad 
not done thoſe things that no man did, they 
bad no fonne;,*.Febn 15- 24. It aggravated the 
lin of the Jews, that they did not believe in 
Chriſt, notwithſtanding he did thoſe works 
amongſt them that no man ever did. So it 
ly men did manifeſt the choicenefe of 
their ſpirits'amongſt the' men of the world, 
in doing ſuch as none other can do, this if it 
wag convert them, and bring them .m 
ove with Gods waics, it would certainly 
much aggravate their ſin, and increaſe their 
condemnation. It is therefore a moſt ſhame- 
ful thing,that thoſe who make a ercat ſhew 
and profefhion of godline(s , ſhould in their 
lives be no. more equal unto, yea be lower 
then others who are meerly moral; lower 
then a Socrates, then a Fabritius , then 0- 
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do, then they are forced to acknowledg, that 


th2 peculiar work of it; this is to do more | 
hen others, and thugGods_ſervants muſt do, 
. [Cele they can never have convincing lives. |. 
" [While Pharcoband his Magicians ſaw, that | 
| | Moſes did no more then they could do, they 
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Ve non preſtet 
[fider,, quod 
treſtitit infidel;- 


Fas. 


— "A gracbous ſpurt, 


thers of the Heathen. How many civil | 
morsl men go beyond them who would 
be taken for godly? they are more meek, and | 
| patient , more courteous,- more faithful and 
rruſty,more liberal and helpful,more ingenu-| 
ous and candid. Many ſervants who would 
ſeem godly, are not fo obedient, ſo diligent, 
bs humble and ſubmiſſive, ſo conſcionable in 
th:ir work as others whom they judge meer- 
ly carnal: So many Wives not behaving them 
(elves with that quietneſſe , reſpeAiveneſſe, 
loveand obedience to their husbands , as 0- 
th ers, whom they themſelves judge to be on: |. 
ly civil. In like manner,many husbands, and 
maſters of Families , whoprofeſs godlineſs, 
yetin their houſes are more froward, more 
dogged, more churliſh, cruel and bitter to 
wife and ſervants then others, whom they e- 
ſtcem. . only carnal. So many children 
more, ſtqut to their Parents, and Parents more 
negligent in thecarc they ought to + bave of 
their chilaren then others. | 
What a ſhame is it, ſaies S. Hierom,that faith 
ſhould not be able todo that that infidelity | 
hath Qone? What? not better fruit in the gar- 
(den. in the Vineyard of the Lord, theuin the 
wilderneſs? What? notbetter fruit grow | 
upon the tree of life , then upon the roa | 
of Nature ? where lies the power of godlinefs? 
If it carries not-men beyond theſe, what is irc 
to-live gedly in Chriſt ?in thevertue, in the| 
pow:r and life of Chriſt, if it &oth not enable 
to go beyond.others ? There needs no ſuch | 
|vertue, power, ite of Chriſt Jeſus, to enable 
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= godlinefs bot a-notion, buta'conceit, that 
trace? 
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M1 Exhortation to labonr to get this excel- 
leys ſpirit. 


pet this other ſpirit; Every one defires to be 
erminent,to be above others in cſtate,in eſteem, 


eminent, let us Iabour to be eminent in ſpiri- 
wal bleſſings ; in;pertirig our ſouls endued 
with higher ſpiritual excellencics rhien 6- 
thers have. It'is conimenidable to fitive 
co beas eminent here as eminent here as we 
can, eſpectally you whom God hath' raiſed 
higher then your” brethren in other thitigs; 
in the Nobility o f your Births, theeminen- 
2 of your places,che greatheſs of your eſtates: 

0 you labour co be high above others in the 
exeellencics of your ſpirits; that as your birch 
ts'Gther; your ies other, your eitare cther 
hetj common mens , ſo your'(irits may be 
other ſpirirs? Whar an excellent thing is it 
ro have a ſpirit ſutable to'ones condition ? A 
great mind becomes a'great fortune, ſays Seue- 
ca;He means greatrieſs of tnind In the exer:iſe 
ot vertuz, which only gives a trad greatneſſe 
RY ro 
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oneto do that which others tah do; What ? 
t wilnor carry ment beyond the "light of 11a» | 
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] T isan uſe of Exhortation; letuslabourts 


in natural excellencies ; if we would fain be | 
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Magnus ani 
mus magnam 
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Divitie non fa- 
cunt infgnes, 
miſt ques prſſunt 
bens ojeribus 
facere Clar7M» 
65, LaRavrius 


; | A gracious ſpirit, , 

t9 the minde,l know this is a powerfull argue 
ment with-you.to-make grace lovely-and deſt-: 
rable in your cycs, to tell you that it will] 
raiſe your ſpirits, that it will put beauty and 
' glory upon them , that it wil adde greatneſs 
andexcellency tothem. The world is much for 
brave ſpirits -we deſire - yours may be ſo; 
—_ miſttake not the trueNobleneſs,the'true| 
 excellency of ſpirit; certainly it is in that] 
which may bring you neareſt to God, the 
higheſt cxcellency:You can noway be ſo ho» 
nourable, asby the raiſing of your ſpirics by] 
grace: Wiſdome with an inheritance s good; | 
Wiſdom with birth andi eminency of 
place is a great blefling; indeed to be rich in 
goods and rich in goodneſſes, is ahappy con- 
nexion.You wonld account ita great diſgrace 
not to bave education ſomewhat ſutable to | 
your birth aud quality;what can be ſaid more 
diſſhonourable of a man then this , He bath 
left him indeed a great cſtatc,and is of a great 
heuſe,but he hath no breeding?what?is a com» 
p<tent meaſurcof knowledge in tongues, and. 
arts, and. otherthings ſutable to your births, | 


to them, and is not grace and godlineſfſe” 
"much wn om theſe adde an cxcellency tg | 
your quality, and put an honour upon your. 
dignitics,and will not godlineſle nh ood F 
Shall Seca and - Land betravelled over with 
much h7zard,ſoul- hazard,and bodily hazard, 
with great expence of eſtate to.get knowledge 
of faſhions,and a Gentile behaviouzr becaule| 
you, think they will be Ornaments to your 
great 
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and eſtates, accounted a beauty and ornament | *| 
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|WViſdom bath builded her bouſe, ſhe hath hewen 
[out ber ſeven Pillars, ſhe cryeth upon the higheſt 
| ”e of tbe City. How honourable doth god- 

ineſſe make thoſe, whole birth, whoſeplace. is; 
[honourable in the eyes of God, his Saints, 


— 


Os 


t citates you were born to 3 and ſhall 
no labeur þe-undertaken to perils Fogg 


1 


r eftate? How is this to {light the very 
glory of God himſclf, and to contemn the 
higheſt dignity men or angels are capable 
of ? Are'\any places ſo fit for wiſdom as 
the high places of theCity? Prov. 9. 1, 3. 


u33 


gct your ſpiries raiſed by gracezas an ornament | 
to - tne(s of your birth. & eminency of | 


bleſſed _— and in the conſciences of all? 
How well doth grace ſuite with the higheſt 
dignity ,, a$ a bright ſhining Diamond in a 
golden Ring ? As the world is drawn more 
conſpicuous and ful in alarge Map, then in a 
(mal; fo the beauty & excellency of grace and 


glorious in great men and honorable , then in 
thoſe who are of a meaner rank. - 


Firſt, youhad nee1 of others ſpirits more, 
need then others forthe improvement of thoſe 
great mercies that you have above others. As 
ſome fowle that have great wings, yet can'tlie 
but littlezſo many men have great cftat2s, but 
not having ſpicitsto improve them,they are of 
lietle uſe. that your cftates are either 
mercies or miſ{eries, blefiogs or cur{ings to you 
according as you have: hearts to improve 


godlinctic, appeares more conſpicuous and| 


L3 them; 
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Divites ſunt, 


LaRant, lib. 


z '5 CaP. x6. 


non qat divitiasy} Cages tO honour God by, to doe good withal],, 
babent , ſed qui. t 
utuntur ills ad 
opera juſtitie, 


as" / "7 
them; if thy be improved for God, as adyans\ 


Ps, 


are great bleſſings then indeed;andthat is |. 

ah dren an”"argumentr of the ttuth'of grace , as 
any to be agecarzneſt with God for an heart 
to iImprovean eſtate, or a place of dignity for 
God ,1 as rejaycethat you have ſuch an cſtate 
for your (elves, or that you are in ſuch an ex» 
cellent place, whereby you may get honour to 
your ſelves. When God gives not a more excel- 
lent ſpirit then others,as wel as an higher con- 
Jlition then others, an eminent eſtate is made 
but as fewell for a nouriſhzr and maintainer of 
all manner of evill; to afford opportunities for 
aCing effm; andis not this the excellency 
that many account to be in their eſtates, in that 
| it is higher then others , in that they.can have 
their wils, and fatisfie thcir Juſts more then| 

| others?” DAE | IG 
Secondly, you hadneed of other ſpirits,for 
the improving of the large opportunitics of ſer- 
vice forGod and his Church , that you have 
more then others ; theſe are as great: bleſſing, 
as your cſtates', or any dignities- you have a» 
bove others. God betruſts you with much; in 
givingyon ſuch large opportunities of ſervice , 
for the hcnour of his' great Name. If your 
birth'be high, Jour cftates high,aud your ſpirics 
 indued With excellency' from on high, how 
fit thenar2 you to be fed by God inhigh and 
honotrable ſeovices? Herſce the converſion of a 
| breat man is of exceeding great conſcquence ; 
whereupon Saint Paul was ſo loth to loſe the 
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Converſion of the Deputy Sergius Pauals who 
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01 thee and thou ſb 


a choice and a precious fpirit. 


began to liſten to preaching; of whom we 
when Elymas withſtood him in this work, ſee- 


the ſpiritof Saint Paul roſe againſt him with 
much indignation; and being filled with the 

Holy Ghof he ſers his cyes on him and faid, 
O full of all ſubtilty aud all miſchiefe, thou chil4 
of the Divel, thou enemy of righteouſueſſe, wilt 

thou not ceaſe to pervert the right way of the 
Lord? and now behold the hand of the Lord is up- 

alt be blinde As if Saint Paul 
ſhould have ſaid , Whar? will you hinder meſ[ 
in ſuch a great work as this,wherein God may 

have ſo much honour in the converſion of this 

Noble man, this man of publick and eminent 

places ? this indeed is to be full of a!l miſ- 

chiefe, to be an enemy of all rightcoutneſſe. 

Thus you (ce bow his ſpirit was ffirred when 

he was put in feare of being hindered in ſuch 

a notable prize as this ; as a man when likely 

to have a great draught, there comes in one 

and Aiſturbs him,and is like to hinder him of 

it. Surely Saint Paul ſaw thatvit was a won- 

derfull great bleſſing xo the Church , to have 

great men to be brought in to the obedience 

of the faith , and tobe added to it. 

And further it is to be obſerved,thatGod gor 
ing along with St,Pauhand finiſhing the work | 
of the converfion of this great man ; that 
upon this Saint Paul had his name given him, | 
| beirig changed from Saul , and called Paxlus 
from that: notable wark of the convernon of. 


read, As 13. verſe 7. and ſo on : Therefore | 


king toturn away the Deputy from he Fait”, | 


this Paulus Sergius : As 4g great Caprains' 
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|] amongſt the Heathen were wont to have 


A graviow (pirit, | 4 


cheirnames changed upon their ſuccefſe in 
ſome noble enterpriſe and great vierics, as 
Scipio Africanus, he was called Africanus from 
his conqueſt of Africa. | 


3 You who are in high andeminent digni- 
tics, you have the earneſt prayers of Gods fer. | 
vants in all places, that God would raiſe yau | - 
up with truly noble, excellent, and gracious 
ſpirits, that you may be Inſtruments of his 
glory: How blefſed yow, if God fulfils the 
prayers of his ſervants upon you! What great 
pitty is it, that ſuch bleſſed opportunities of 
ſervice, of honouring God, your {elyes and 
families as you have , ſhould be loſt for want 
| of ſpirits? Were it not more honourable to 
you and your houſes ts be imployed as pub- 
lique blefſings to Church and Common- 
wealth, to have thouſands of ſouls bleſs you, 
and bleſs God for you, then for you to go fi- 
ner then others, to have your . Tables better 
furniſhed then others, to ſport and garne 
more then others, to ſpend more then o- 
thers ? 

4 Again, you had need of other ſpirits,for 
your example is looked ft more then others, 
either in good orevil; as Chriſt ſaid of him 
ſelf gn another caſe, If Tbe lifted up,I wil draw 
all men aſter me: {01 may ſay, if godlineſs be 
lifted up in the examples 7 great ones, it 
wil drawall men after it. Whatever evil 
15 {2en in you, is not only followed by others, 
but uſed asa plea to'maintain and encourage 

tha, 


L — 


that which is evil in many. others, Charles 
thefifth way wontto ſay, that as the Eclipſe 
of the ſun is a fore*tokenof Ly praa-qymmy 
fo the errours and overhights of great men, 
bring with them great preturbations to the 
places where they live. 

s Thcir fin is worſe then others , for it 
doth more hurt , and therefore their puniſh. 
ment wil be greater then others; as their aQi- 
ons are exemplary, ſowil their puniſhmenes. | 
Hence that place, Mich. 6.5. O my people, re- 
member from $hittim unto Gilgal; at Shittim the 
Lord deſtroyed the Heads of the people:Numb.25. | 
4+ Thedeftraftion of great ones is to be for 
ever remembred, ; 

6 And yet further, you haveneed of other 
ſpirits, becauſe you have temptations grea -| 
ter and ſtronger then others; therefore it you 
traye not the more excellent ſpirits, you are in 
greater danger then others. The high eſtate of 
great outward dignity isa very dangerous c- 
ſtate, if God gives not an extraordinary ſpi- 
rit. There isa notable ſtory of Pius Quintw 
that Pope who excommunicated Queen El- 
zabeth; my Author of the ſtory is a Jeſuite, 
Cornelius a lapide , one highly eemed a-| 
mongſt the Papiſts, and therefore the truth 
of it 1s tO be the lefle ſuſpeRed : the ſtory is 
this; he ſays that this Pope Pits Quintus was 

wont t2 ſay of himſelf, that hen I was firſt in 
religious Orders ( that is, without any turther 
Ecoletiaſtical dignity )Thad « very good hope of 
the ſalvation of my ſoul ; but eh 4 Car- 
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A gracious ſpirit, 


Cornelius a 
Lapidein 
his Com- 
ment upon 
Num, 1 1.11- 
Cum eſſem 
Religioſus, 
ſperabam bend 
ſalute anime5 
Cardinlis 
fſaFtus extimui,, 
pon tx eq- 


1165 pene deſpero, 


| 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| Sedes prima 
wita Ima, 
Bern. Indu- 
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& Byſo> 

& ſubinde 
con(cientia 
pannoſa jacet 5 
Fulgent mo- 

| nilibus, moriÞ#s 
fordent; 8 cont74 
| tu foris pantoſa» 
intus ſpecioſa 
reſplendes 
divinis 

| eſpeibus, 

non bumanis 
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godly, he ſays , that others were cloathed with 


| Pope , I do even deſpaire. So ſays Cornelius, did] , 
Clement the eight, that followed after him, 


think of himſelt.Thus by this example we ſec 
what a dangerous thing it is to be jraiſed in 
outward honour, and yet ſtil the ſpirit to con= 
tinue baſe and vile, 

7: Above all, you whoare honourable and 
great inthe world, you had need Jabour to be 
gracious, becauſe fin is more unſutable to 
your condition then to others. It was the 
complaint of the Church,Lamn 4-5-that thoſe 
who were brought up in ſcarlet, did em- 
brace the dung - How nuſutable was this, to 
have the higeſt places, and the lowelt ſpirits ? 
Beraard writing to a noble Virgin, who was 


purple and filk , but their conſciences were pooy 
beggarly; they gliftered with their Jewels, 
but were baſe in their manners 3 but you ( ſays 
he) without, are meanlyclad , but within ſhine 


exceeding beautiful, not to humane , but ts Di 
vige eyes. How unſutable was the one, bur 
_ comely and ſutable the other?Itis repor. 
ted of Scipzo Atricanusgthat when he took new 
Carthage,he took a young Gentlewoman pri- 
ſoner, who was ſo tair that ſhe raviſhed all 
mens eyes; this Scipio then (aid, If F were but a 
common ſoldier, I would enjoy this Damſel, 
but being commander of an Army, 1wil not 
meddle with her ; and ſopreſerving her en- 
tire, reſtored her to her friends. Thus he, 
though a Heathen, thought wickedneſs too 
mean for,andunſutable toGreatneſs. Sin is 


(u—_ 


ms m_ A CQ © -. 


4 _ ay £4 5, ©, pq 


uncomely any where , mygh more uncomes- 
' ly 
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ly amoneſt Great ones z and grace is comely 
wherever it is,much more to the Great ones 
of the earth As Zneas Sylvins was wontto ſay 
concerning learning,] may fay rhe ſame con- 


Jp chozand 4 preciou ſpirit. | 


Sophiam 
virginem 
nobilem. 
Plutarch.| 


cering godlineſſe, Popular men ſhould eſtem 
learning as ſilver, Noble men ſhould account 
it like Gold, and Princes ſhould prize it like 
Pearles 3, Thus if godlineſfſe be as filver to or- 


dinary men , ic is to- be accounted as gold 
and Pearles to you. The ſcriptures compare 
beanty in a woman without wiſdom, to a 
Pearle in a ſwines ſnout, Prov.it.22va8 athing 
unſugable. Thus are all outward cxcellencies | 
where there isnot grace, 

$ And would it net bea grievous thing to 
youzto ſee. poore, Inferiour mean men and 
women to be lifted up to glory,8& your ſelyes 
caſt out, an cternall curſe ? havenot many of 
them moſt excellent precious ſpirits ? do they 
not do God far more, ſervice then you? do 
they not bring more honour to his Name , 
;hen ever you did? Think then with your | 
ſelves, Why ſhould God put thoſe who are of | 
ſuch choice precious ſpirits , unto ſuch alow 
condition,and raiſe mes to ſuch an hightIs ir 
not becauſc 


e he intends to give me my portion 


them aſtcrwards? It would be very griveous 

indeed if it ſhould prove ſo: | 
9 The hopes we have of the continuance 
of our peace in the happy enjoyment of thoſe 
precious liberties of the Goſpel, that in' 
lo great ©. mercy have been centinned} 
unto 
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in this life , but reſerves better mercies for 


ys 
—_ — 


— 


11a TH - v 


| 


POE 


| 


| night; but if it hedark in the skie,it is night 


" Tgracios fri, 

nco us , depends much upon the work of 
Gods grace upon your ſouls: if God takes gf 
your ſpirits from common vanities, the plea- 
ſuresofthe fleſh, from the poor low things 0 
theworl4, from your own private ends , and 
cauſesthe fear of his grearName to fal upon 
them, and raiſeth them to the loye of, and de» 
light in the great things of godlineſs,to be gi» 
ven up wholly to him, to lift up his. great 
Name, we fſhal then look upon you as the 
Joyful hopes of our ſouls, that God ſtil doth 
and wil defight in the bleſſing, peace, and 
proſperity of his people: But it we {ee dark» 
neſs upon your ſpirits, then a diſmal night 0 
darkneſs is upon us. As when we ſce it wax 
dark inthe vallies,we ſay.it is towards night; 
if it begins to be dark upon the hilgit is nigh 


indeed: fo where we ſee the works of dark- 
neſs a the people, itis a fign that a 


] of tlie Lord to labour much that you may! 


nightis coming 3 but whaewe .ſcethem in 
thoſe ofa higher rank, in the Gentry, it 
makes us fear that the night is nearer; but if 
in the Nobility and great men, thenit is a 
diſmal night indeed. 

Wherefore be you exhorted in the name 


have more gracieus and holy ſpirits then; 
others, together with your dignitics whereby 
you arelifted up above others. We envy not 
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your honours, wedefire that they may be' 
raiſed higher by grace. Grace may wel ſtand 
with the enjoyment of all your dignities, yea 
grace is the only thing that bleffeththem,and 


| advanceththem. _ Andi} 
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| choice and preciow Pirit. 
. And ou whoſe ſpirits God hath raiſed a- RE: 
bove- in the ex cies' of your 


[ya toraiſt your fpirits higher by grace and] 


eminent would you be in grace, itthoſe pzres 
andabilities of learning 
AMified tor God ? whar bleffed inſtruments 


of ſtrong abilities, but he hath a corrupt ſpi- | 


pores ,and many excelleng endowments of 
earning you have,who are men of larger ty- 
| ig enfzons then 
ordinary men as} 
low and mean in reſpe& of difference be- 
rween your parts and'theirs: Do you labour 


godlineſs, that as you differ from them in 
natural 'excellencies, ſo you may differ from 
them much more infpiritual and divine?}ow 


'you have, were ſan- 


might you be of glory to Ged , of comfort 

and.encouragement tohis people ? but other- 
wiſe your parts and gifts are poiſoned; a fin- 
ful wicked heart wil-poiſon all. ' | may be 
ſaid of many, as it was of Pope Engenizs the 
ſecond, he was a'man of great Learning,and 
great Elaquence,wich a mixture of great hy- 
pocrifie: if it may be thus ſaid of any , He is 
a man indeed of cxcelknt parrs, verylearncd, 


rit heisa man of a __ minde; ſurely 
theſe parts are all poiſoned ; no marvel then, 
though ſuch men {wel ſo much by reaſon of 
them. | Parts unſfanCified do exceedingly 
enlarge mens ſpirits, tobe ſomuch the more | 
capable ot ſpiritual wickedneſs, more then 0- 
thers ef meaner and Tower parts can be; your 
parts'wil aggravate all your fins,and increaſe 


your damnation : 1c is a lamentable ny 
that 
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 gracieatſirit, 


that ſuch excellent parts and abilitiesas many 
have, which might be of ſo'grear uſe for'God 
and his Church, yet'that they ſhould :yanith } 
yn nece'| | jp c Na L F22 
It-was the great m_—_— one Roberths 

Gallgs, a 264. 0s man, an oppoſer of the oor» | 
ruptionsof thoſe times in which he'lived, 
which wasin the 13 Century: He «c 

"the School-Do@ars to one having bread and 
good Wine hanging on both his fides;yet nots 
withſtanding, he was gnawing hungerly on a' 
{flint*ftone. Thus they leaving the wholſorn. 
food in the Scriptures, buſted themſelves with 
ſubtile queſtions, wherein there was no cdifie | 
cation, - or comfort to the ſoul ; thus their 
excellent parts did all yaniſh into nothing. | 
Now if it be ſo grievous a thing for partsand | 
learning tobe employed about mean and 
unworthy things: how much more grievous 
is it whenthey are imployed againſt God ?|. 
Oh what great cauſe have we then to pray 
for theſe men whoſe ſpirits arc raiſed by 
natural parts? and how great cauſe hiave| 
they themſelves toſeek God, and to uſe all 
means that their ſpirits might be likewiſe 
raiſed by grace, that that great bleſſings of | 
parts ana learning might be blefſed to thetn, | 
by Gods beſtowing upon them this other ſpi- 
rit? On conſider what an opprobrious thing it 
| iS to you,that God ſhould have more fear;ho» 
Noury (ervice, from men of lower, far meaner, 
wz2aker abilities That their hearts ſhouldcloſe 
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_—— more with the ways of Godlineſs ; That 


| exiſtant & |\Eheir hearts ſhonld be more enlarged to 
ſemper extis | : wards 
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«choice and a precious ſpirit. 


wards God then yours; That they ſhould en , 4 jy 
joy more heavenly, ſpiritual communion; fue ulls 
with God then. you, yea, ſuch communion] do#rine boni; * 


with God, as you arealtagether acquainted; ex pbilo- 
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withal ; And that at length their ſouls ſhould, 
be ſaved, and for ever bleſſed, when yours: 
ſhal be caſt out as filth, and an everlaſting ab- 
horring from the preſence of the Lord, What 
a grievous thing wil it beto you, when it ſhal 
appear, that your parts ſhal ſerve for no other 


end then to enlarge your ſouls to be more 
capable of the wrath of God then other men ? 
for be you afſured,that none are ſofilled with 
Gods wrath as knowing men. t 
| It was the grievous complaint of St, ; Aus 
ſtine in his time; The unloarned, ſays he., riſe 
up, andtithe Heaven by force, and we withall our 
learning, are thruſt down into bell. Ic is a ſpeech 
wel knowyto Scholars; of how great uſe 
might it be, © if God did ſettle ic upon: their 
hearts ? And St. Bernard hath a ſpeech ſome- 
what tothe like purpoſe 3. Let the wiſe of the 
world, ſays he, who mind high things, and yet 
feeding upon the earth , let them with their wiſ- 
dom go down into hell, And Luther hath a no- 
table ſtory, which may bevery uſeful for this 
purpoſe. Tris inhis writings upon the fourth 
Commandement, which he makes the third; 
it is to ſhew how the h6lineſs ofthe ſpirits of 
mean and nnlearned mcnfſhal confound great 
men, where there is tio: the like godli. 
neiſe. 


In 


 detrudimur in 


phis autem 
perraros fuerit 
qui aliqnrd In 
vita laude 
dignum fece» 
rit. Lat 1. 3+ 
C+- 15.8&l5» 
CAP, I. 
Nutant plu» 
1imi,(o mazxme, 
qui lite- 
rarum aliquid 
attigerint. 


Surgunt indoZi| 
G& raptunt 
c2/eum, 

(F nos cum 
dofrinis noiris| 


gebennam. 


Stnite ſapientes 
bujus ſxculi 
alta (apientes 
et terram lin- 
genres 
dijcendere in 
Inferum Bern. 
de Vita {0+ 
licaria ad 
fratres de 
Monte Dei. 


144 


"3-35; & ” : he, < 
, 4 V4 an . = 
o - 
| 


| a Shepheard in the field weeping;one of them 
pieyiatn ſays, that he could not paſs by]. 


|City, he came to life'again, and then "cried 


| You therefore whom God hath honoured 


A gracious fpurtt, 


—Tntherimeot the Councel of &o Pt he | 
tels ns, There wererwo Cardinals riding to 
the Counct, and in their Journey they ſaw 


he muſt needs go to yonder man, and 
comfort him ; "and cory, ing to him , he 
asked him why he wept : he was loth to tel 
him at firſt ; bat being urged , he told him, 
ſaying, Tlooked upon this Toad , confidered 
that T had never praiſed God as Tought, for 
making me ſuch an excdlent creature as a 
man, comely and reaſonable; 7 have not ble(+ 
ſed him, that he made not!made me ſuch a 
deformed Toad as this. When the Cardinal] 
heard this, he was ſtruck with it, conſidering 
that he had received greater mercies then this 
poor man; andhe was fo ſtruck, as he fell 
down prefently dead from his Mule ; his ſer- 
vants lifting him up,and bringing him to the 


out, Oh Saint Auſtize , how truly didſt thou 
ſay, The unlearned riſe, and they take heaven, 
and we With all our learning wallw in fleſh and 
blood ! | 


with excellent parts, that you may not be 
thus confounded another day before the Lord 
.and his blefſed Angels, and Saints , be you 
 reſtlefſe in your Gits, til you find God hath 


| added a further beautie ro them z eyen the 
beauty of holineſſe, the ſanQtifying graces of 
his Holy Spirit, that may make you lovely 
| in his eyes, cruly honourable before him, _-_ 
for 
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oO achoiceand a precians ſpirit. | 
2ed you reſt - 
not cither in gifts-of learinjg,, or -inigitts of: | 


s 3 


Wy C—_—_ WWF Wy y——y wW ya- "' S, WW —— Jy c—c —_ _. . —_— SF * 
l - p= 


| withal for the relief of the poor. Taat Herod” 


| adverſity, | free: from outward 'grofſe de. 


| in which he did not offer Sacitice; and for « 
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for-ever bleſſed ofhim.. Take 


;moralicy; the. gifts of. moralicy- arz yet a 
further ornament to mevs ſpirits, but yer: 
they come ſhort of thoſe divine excellencicsof 
ſpirit, that will mak= it ble{{ed-for ever. 


nent in mmoralexcec]lencies,snd yet altogether 
ttrangers from the life of grace, As for ex». 
ample, Joſephus lib. 15, c.: $: reports of Herod' 
the King, that would : make. one think, he 
was raifed-40 very great moral cxcellencics; 
once making a ſpeech to his Army, amongſt: 
| other paſſages he hath this3- Perhaps ſome mes. 
will ſay, '' (that the ' greater © number of men 


We read of -many, who. were' very .emi--| 


and means are with the other; bit. this their 
ſpeech is unworthy of my followers 5 for with thoſe 
with whom Juſtice is, with thoſe alſs God is; and; 
where God is, there neither wants mnltitude, u0r. 
fortitude, #2 037 WM Wat 

And Chup. r: he reports of himy that inthe 
time of a famine; he tauſed: all his veſiclsof 
gold and filver:xo be melted, to buy corne: 


likewiſe which Saint Luke tpcaks of in che 
I2. Atis,' 23. 'who was {mote by the Anat]; 
and caren 'ot wormes, yer cven rhis man hat 
many excellent moral gifts : Zofepbus reports | 
of him, that he was a man ofa moſt mild 
diſpolition;ready to help thofe which were in:| 


filements, and thatthere was nv day palt him, 


t:ſtimoay of his milde and g.mtle temper, 
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OG pena | 
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= || he*rels'# notable:ſtory- 'of himythat when one | 
| ; | Simon aLawyer, 'iwhis abſence, had ſcanda- | 
| lized him with many gricvous accuſations bes | 

- 


fore the people 3 As that he was 'aprophane 
man, "and that-upon juſt cauſe he was for*|: 
| | bidden -to enter .che Temple : When Herod|| | | 
| ' was certified of theſethings, and came tothe| 
Theatre , he commanded that this Sm 
ſhould be brought: to him, and would have 
[kim ficdown next $o- im, and in'peaccable 
and kinde mannerhe ſpake thus to him, T ell 
| me,T prethee, what thing thou ſeeſt fault worthy or 
| contrary to the Law in me? This Simon not ha- 
ving anything to anſwer,beſought him to par» 
don hitthe Kinggrew friends with him,and 
| diſmiſſed him, beftowing gifts onhim, What a 
ſhame is this'exampleto any Chrſtian?and yer 
we-would 'allbeloth to be in this mans con-| || | 
| dition. It is reported likewiſe of Titzs, whom 
| God made a gricvout ſcourgeto the Jews,yet 
hewas ſo meek, ſo liberal,ſo mercitull, of ſo 
| milde and {weet a nature,that he was uſually |. 
called the love. and delighes of mankinde : If 
he.. had done no good in any day,he would 
uſe; to fay, I haveloft this day, Suetonius tels 
of him that he has wont to uſe this ſpeech , 
| | That »one ſhould go away ſad from ſpeaking with 
2 Prince, Excellent things are likewiſe 
reported of Trejer, he was accounted a Pat» 
tern of upright dealingyzin as much as when a 
new Emperour was afterwards eJe&ed, the 
| people were ' wont to wiſh him The good 
{ſucceſsof augufius, and the uprightneſſe of 
Irajanw : and yetthe perſccution of Chriſti 
ans 
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| 
ans under ' hin was very grievous. Ic is 
likewiſe faid of Antonius Philoſophus, thathe 
was of-ſuch a ſweet temper, that he was ne» 
ver much puſt up in proſperity,nor caſt down 
in adverſity. Fg 
Thus wee ſee,men may have excellent gifts 
of morality, and yet all theſe but as the flow- 
ers that grow on brambles,far different trom 
thoſe gracesof this other ſpirit that we ſpeak 
of, which onely grows vpon the Tree of Life: 
As onely a faire lower may gtow out of a 
ſtinking root,ſo many ſweet diſpoſitions, and 
faire ations may be,where there is onely the 
corrupt root of nature; It is true , learning 
an1 morality are Jovely, they are pearls 
highly to be eſteemed, they are great bleſ- 
ſings of Gad; but there is a pearl of price that 
is beyond them al,which the true wiſe Mer» 
chant will labour to get, and will be content 
to ſell all to obtain, as Math. 13. 45, 46. And 
this pzarl of price is that, by which this other 
ſpirit'comesto be ſo excellent above all that 
learning and morality, or any common guifts 
can make'it. It is faid in that place of Saint 
Matthew, That the wiſe Merchant ſought other 
goodly Pearls; common gitts are to be 
(ought after as things that have much ex* 
cellency in their kind; but it was that one 
pearl of great price that he ſold all for. Tis 
that grace of God in Chriſt, thatraiſes the 
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prized awd ſought atter above al}things what- 
{oever. And that you may knoyy, that thzre 
is a greatdcal of difference berygeen natursl 
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| amine what change you have found in your 


A gracious ſpirit, 


tual;cxcellencies; thatthis other ſpirit is far 
beyond the excellencies of theſc, take! theſe 
notes of aifterence. 


new ſpirit will I. give you, faith the Lord, in 
Eztk, 11. 19, It doth not ariſe out of yrinci- 
rhes bred up with us; the Lord makes the 
ſpirit ſenſible of its natural corruption and 
"weakneſs, and of the Almighty ,work of 
his grace upon it. Tris made another ſpirit, 
b7 a bigh and ſupernatural work of God 
upon the ſcul, working a mighty change in 
it, creating new principles, new habits. Ex- 


ſpirits; if they be no other then cycr have 
been yea, if the change be only gradual ; 
not eficntiall;1t if be only the railing of ſome 
naturall principles , ſoas. to enable you to 
live in ſomewhat a fairer way then you did ; 
if it be not the work of God breaking your 
ſpirits in pieces, and making of them anew, 


yet, _ ſpirits are void of that true bleſſed 
excellency, that this other ſpirit hath. 

2 This other ſpirit works from God, and 
for God ; it is ſenlible of the need ic hath of 
continual influence from heaven,and it draws 
v-rtue and efticacy from God , conveying his 
grace to the ſoul, rhrovgh that bleſſed coves: 


nant that he hath made with the children of 
menin Jzſus Chriſt, and receiving thus gra ce 
'rom 11 high, it is ated upto God himſelt, 
je looks at God in whar it doth, 1t is carried 
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cndowraents, moral vertucs,” and true ſpiri- | 


7. This other fpirit is arenewed ſpirit 3 Al 


it it benot a new creation in you; ſurely then, 
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in ſuch vertuous ations 3 and the highe| 
pitch they reach to, is thelove to that <quity 
which appears in themtoa mansreaſon ; and 
thereforc the ſpirir.of a man that is raiſed no 
higher then theſe, blefſeth ir (elf rather then 
God in the excrciſe ofthem; irs farre from 
drawing ,any vertue from God in a way of 
covencant of grace, from denying it felt. 
and returningal the praife & honour toGod. | 

Feneca was a man of as brave a ſpirit off 
Morality , almoſt as ever lived, and yet ſee 
how far hc was from wcrking from God,an( 
for God; obſerve a ftrange-cxpr:ſlion of his 
in one of his Epiſtles : The cauſe an4 tound- 
dation of a bleſſed life is to trujt ones ſelf, to be 
confident in ones ſelf , it is a ſbamefull thing to 
weary God, ſaith he, 1» prayer for it. What needs. 
prayer ? Make thy ſelf bap py, Its a fooliſh thing 


ito deſire a good minde , when thou mayeſt have 


it from thy ſelfe : right reaſon is enongh to fill up, 
the happineſſe of a man, 


is a connexion of all ſpirituall excellcncies, of 
all graces, Epbeſ.5 9.The ſrut of the ſpirit is in 
all gredndfe and righteouſneſſe , and truth;and 
the reaſon is, becauſeall arcunited in one 
root, namely in love to God and holinzfſs.\ 
The beauty and comelineſſ2, that ' God puts: 
upon the ſpirit in the work of grace, is a per-! 
te& bzauty and comelinefſe Ezek16. 14. There | 
is no zZrace wanting, there is all true tpiritual. | 


M 3 bleſhngs, 
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out of love to him with unfaincd deſires to | 
lift up his great Name. Morall 'vertnes ar: |. 
{wroaghtby that reafonablenfl: the ſoul ſees | 
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Beat# vite 


cauja (Fy firma- 
mentum eſt 

ſubi fidere ;, tur- 
fe ejt Deos fati- 


£41. Nvid v0ts 


Opus Ex? fac te 
fJelicem : ba- 
nam mcnrem 


og 2 | ſtultum eſt op- 
3 Where trac (pirituall excellency is,there tare, cum poſſis 


a te impetrare : 
Tatio reg ejus 


. 1 
umma m firm!. 


fatem implevit. 
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A” A gracins ſpurit, Ps 
bleſſings Epbeſ. 1,Weſſed be God who bath bleſ- 
ſed us with all ſpirituall leſlings; ſo the words 
' | are. in your books, butin the Original. bleſ- 
(nglis in thefingular number,with all ſpiritu- 
all bleſling ; there is all, and yet bur one bleſ- 
ſing3 to note , that ſpiritull bleſſings are ſo 
knit together, that they all make up but one 
bleſling8& ther:for2 where there is one rutly, 
there none can be wanting;there is ſuch grace 
as inthe growth of it, it ſprings up to erernall 
life; there is ſuch a perteRion as wants onely 
the ripening , and it would be the fame with 
{ the life in heaven; but where there wants any 
eſſentiall part, though itbe ripened never ſo 
much, let it grow up never ſo 54 , it will ne- 
ver come to be perfet. Thus if there be an 
| work of grace wanting, if there be any defe 
inthe principle, though that that be there 
grow up neverſo faſt, yet itwould never 
_ unto eternall life. Therefore in the work 
of ſanQilicaion, where it is trueghough it be 
never ſo weak, yet there is this perteQion, 
| that all grace3 are init, but where there 
is onely a ſweet nature, where there is onely 
ſome morall work upon the ſpirit, there are 
onely ſome particular excellencies; I he moſt 
Morall man chat ever lived, hath had ſome 
way of evill;that his ſpirit hath run our unto. 
4 Wherethere are true ſpirituall excellen- 
cies,there is an impulſe of heart,a ſtrong bent 
of ſpirit in following after the ord ; there is 
ſych a powerfull impreſſion of divine truths 
upon the ſoul , as preſſes it on with ftcength 
in Gods wayes, ſo that it cannot cafily be hin- 
| | ". 1 7 0 
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Lord: ſpake to him with a | 
|he ſhould not walk inthe way: ofthepec 
|ſ{uch a ſpirit hath not onelyſomedefires,and 
[ſome wiſhes to that which is good ; but goes 


[dered,as the Propher fairh Loan , 
g han 


lafter him 


[full work is there in the ſanfifyiug graces of 


. [there was a law of fin. 


|drawn theother way 3 they joyn with thoſe 
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on bound in the ſpirit as Saint Pay! ſayes of 
himſelf; The love of Chriſt conftrains him; there 
is a power of Godlineſſe- where iz, is true. 
When Elzab had caſt his Mantle apo Eliſha, 
the ſpirit of Eliſha was preſt to follow him , 
1 Kin, 19-19-20. ſo that when Eliſha defired 
leave of him to go to his father and morher 
to take his leave of them ,, and faid thar then 
he would follow him, Eljaþ anſwers him ,| 
What have I doneto thee? Eltah indeed did 
a7 egy. in outward appearance to draw him 
3 for what was the caſting of his 
Mantle upon him to work ſuch an cfte& in 
him ? but together with: the caſting of his 
Mantle, there went a ſpiric into Elifpa, that 
he could not but follow him : Such a power- 


Gods Spirit,as with ſtrength tocauſe the ſoul 
to follow him; there is a law of the minde 
that hath power and command in it, as before 


But where there are only ſweet natures,there 
men are caſily drawn one way , and as cafily 


that are good in good aQions, but their hearts} 
are not ſo ſet onthat thzy doyhut that they may: 
becaſfily taken off, and carried another way- 

Fifthly, where there are.only moral prin- 
ciples;there the (oule ſees not into, is not ien- 
fible of, turns not trom the evill of fin, as the 
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|| God ſhould bring thoſe evils upen then for 


[they ſhould Joy their hands upon "their 


'as oppolite tg an infinice* good, and 


greareſt' evilt;z"iti ſecs not fuch . evill 
it', as 'to make it fubſeyibe ts the righ 
[oulneſſe 'of 'God in all © thoſe vdreaatull 
things that are threatned " agairft it, but 
| thinks they are 'too hard ;/ Surely, God 
is not ſo (cvere a ' God ; 'God forbid 
[things ſhould be'ſo as 'thoſe we read 
lof in the Goſpel, when Chrift ſpake that 
Parable concerning thoſe who ſmote the 
[{ervants of the Lord of the Vineyard, 
Luke 20. 16.' and told them, that the 
[ord ſhould come and deſtroy thoſe 
{ Jusbandmen, and give his Vineyard to 
others: "It is ſaid, When they heard that, 
thy (aid, God forbid: So many when 
they. hear the ' dreadfull wrath of God 
denounced © againft fin, they ſay, God 
forbid; they think indeed, that fin ought 
not to he 'conmited,' but they doe not 
think is ſo great an evi: as to' procure 
ſo great wileries, but if their ſpicies 
were right,” they would apfrehend fin| 


| 


ſo having a kind 'of infinicenzls. ot evil 
in it, they would not - onely yecld to 
the Juſtice of God revealed, Eut acknow- 
ledge, that there are greater. an d more 
fear{ull miſcries due ro it then can be 
conceived: 'yea, they would fee caute that if 


their ſin, that there is infinite equity that 


mouths;and take(hame tothemſcl ves, and ac- 
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J|- - Sixthly, where there. are only natural and. 
{| moral excellencicathey' de not raiſe the ſoul 
waycs 'of 'God;. 


| needs be diſtatefull ro them, becauſe it ſeeks 
to. empty a man of himfelfe,to cauſe him to} 


E - «3 F eo wi; v T yy ! ' id. G pe” ">. 
L . "ch ! _ Fo a 4 of 2 ES» oo s ” 
EET" IS | > þ. ha : "_—_ , 
4 a = B Py — P S 
& Choace & Precious d' ; 
% b . ; 
F 


rberF peohny and exafneſsin 
eythink of accarat , 1eſsin 
Gods wayes to- be but niccnefſe and ro,muc 
preciſeneſs ; luke-warmneſs isthe only tem- 


J]per/ ſatable to. them ;/ they thinke wiidom 
confiſts in- the remiſſion'of godlin fs, not in 


the-improvement of itz and what' is: beyond 


their temper, they judge a and m_ 
at moral men muſt 
| 


[yz and it moſt needs | 
have-ſuch thoughts: of the ſtriftneſs of the 


wayes of God,becauſe that good'they have is 


{uch-as ariſcs from the principles of natural 
reaſon, and makes a natural good its end;and 
theretore all their vertue and goodneſs muſt 
be ſuch as muſt not ftr:*tch nature, but muſt 
be ſubſervient to that natural good they trame 
tothemſclves. Now the obſerving of ſome 
Rules. and Dutics of Religion will ſute 
wel with this; and ſo farre they approve 
and like wel of Religion : and here they 
ſtick, and think any thing that is further 
then this, is folly, and more then needs. The 
work of godlinefs, 'in the power of it, muſt 


deny himſelfe ; to fetch all from principles 
beyond himſelfe, and to be a bigher good 
then himlſelfe is, which is an infinite good ; 
and therefore if it were poflible, it would 


work infinitily towards it , but howſoever| 
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wil ſet on :limits to it ſelf. | 2 | 
(2 Yo ſh "Seve Ts 


—_— 


| —— wk. 


= 
o 
- 


4 m ws : [,. ? 4 *.. = 
4 " « ” 36 on 
L "Pts 4 
_—_ — 


——_— Se 


| nances arc. dead 


' A gracious ſpirit, - 


| moraility,/ there is no ſenſe of the Ro 
of Gods Spiritin his Ordinances ; theOrdi. 
-andflat thingsto them : a 
meer moral aman can like 'well enough of 

eſenting himſelf in the Ordinances, but he 
> 198 yertue in them, no: imprefſion that 


they work upon himythat abides on his ſpiric 


| after the Ordinances are done: he knows nor 


! what it is to enjoy God in them, he knows 
| not hat it ists ſtir up himſclfe to take hold 
on God in the exerciſeof them; thoſe excel» 
lencies that he hath, are not drawn out,main 
tained or encreaſed by ſpiritual obje&s and 
duties: but itis otherwiſe where true ſpiritu- 
al exellencies are; ſuch a one goes to Ordi- 
nances and holy dutics with expeQation to 
| meetiwith the Lord there 3 He can diſcerne 8: 
feel the gracious preſence of theLerd ; he 
findes the Spirit of the Lord breathing gra» 
cioully upon his ſpiritzand refreſhing his ſou] 
with much quickning, and life, and ſweet- 
neſs; he findes his ſpirit drawn out by ther, 
his heart much enlarged, his graces much in. 
creaſed in the uſe|of th 


fible of the want of it, of that difler- 
ence that now he feels between that which 


| omnetimes he hath had, and that which now 


he wants ; but the other is (ſenſibleof no ſuch 
want,all times are alike with him. 

Thus you ſee how you may cxamin your 
picks, whetherther-exellencies of them be. 


| 'Seventhly, where there is only natureor | 


3 or if at} 
ſometimes he wants this, then he is ſen« | 


[, whether they be only maral, or true: | 


Iv | 
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# choiand @ precious flirit, 
or ly ſpiritual. By. theſe Notes, you _may ſee , 
ingsf tha tos be tous of your ſclyes, A apa 
di. | our ſaid ty bis Diſciples in another caſe, You 
: afſ[kow Ht what ſpirit you-are., Though God 
hath given you many excellent bleſſing 
beautified you ſpirits with _ excellent 
endowments, which ave in themſelves lovely 
and defirablez yet |he hath not raiſed your 
ſpirirs tothattrue ſpiritual excellency that he 
aſeth to raiſe the ſpirits of his people unto, 
even in this world; There are yet other high- 
er excellencics tobe attained-ro,to be ſought 
after,without which altlthe other wit yaniſh, 
and never bring up yourſouls to the cnjoy- 
ment of God as yours in Chriſt. 

But what ſhould be done that we may get 
another ſpirit ? 

Work what you can upon your hearts ; 
what ever truth may further convince you of 
the difference of ſpiritss that you may be 
further convinced, thatithere is indeed a vaſt 
e- | |<fſential difference, and that you may ſee 
, | | into the evil of your ſpirits, and be ſenſible 
1. | | ofthe want of this true ſpiritualexcellency, 
it if | and lie down before God dejedted, and hum» 
» {f | bled in the ſight thereof. 
= | Secondly, be much: in the company of the 
} If | zodly, When Sau! was among the Prophets, 
7 
1 


the Spirit of God came unto him, and he be- 

gan to propheſie too. Elijah. told Eliſbe , 

| that if he were with him when he was taken 

* [8 | up, then he ſhould have his ſpirit come upon 


d 


| 


I] | him; wherefore Eiſhe keptcloſe to him, and 
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the riches of the world,lt you be not faithfull 


| would by no meanes leave his company. 
By being muck'in the copay of the god} 
you wil come to'ſce ſome beames of the ex+| 
cellencygftheir EE ſhin outto you,where-|fl| d 
[by you will ſec that your ſpirits are not like|i { 
cheirs;that they arc in happicr condition thenſf]| d 
| you,that they arc men'in a nearer reference toſfll c 
1 God then yqu ; you will ſoon diſcern , that}fll C 
ſuerly the world is miſtaken in iheſe men. JÞ} « 
| Thirdly, frequent the ordinancics of God|Fl| c 
; where the Spirir uſes to breath; ſer your ſouls] v 
before the work of Gods Spirit breaths where! fl] ; 
it lifteth, therefore it mult be attended upon|}| 1 
in thoſc wayes which it ſelf chuſeth. Though| | c 
your ſpirits n?ver fo dead and polluted, whoſ | c 
knows but at length in the attending upon] B{1 
God in his way the Spirit of God ey bragth IF 
upon you the breath of life- it ? breath-||t 
ed upon as dead polluted ſpirits asf|t 
yours , and it hath clenſed them, tan&ified| F| 
| them, it hath filled them full of ſpirituall anc] | 
glorious cxcellencies. 


Vit 

Fourthly, nouriſh and make good uſe off | 
thoſe common works of Gods Spirit you] Þ|« 
have already; they have much excellencies| (|; 
in them and if they be not reſted in, but im-| Þ |! 
Proved , they may be very ſerviceable for the] Þ |] 
Works of Gods gracc; butas Chriſt ſayes of the] || | 


in them,who wil truſt yon with the true riches? 
{o if you be not carctullto make uſcof the 
common , works of Gods ſpirit,how can itbe] | 
expeftcd. that theLord ſhould bl:{{> you with] Y | 


farther 


mu 4 
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|| fucther :mercy this way 7 Be ſure you donor 
wilfully go againſt the rules of rightreaſon 
ou are convinced ofsz do not darken that 

ight ofzeafon chat God.hathſet up-in you; 
k+in natura com 


fl! donot extinguiſh thoſe ſpar 
# ſcience that God hath kindled: there 3 do not 


ceived in your education ,, and. natural con» 
{cience you have, to keep inyour ſpirits, 
that they be not..let out to feed upon finfull 
delights. With what face can you complain of 
weakeneſs,& yet feed your exftempers? There 
is little hope of ſuch as have exſtinguiſhed:the 
light of their common principles,which on 

they had in -an eminent manner 3 their light 
of reaſon once was at Ilecaft as a fair Candle. 
light, butnow it is like the ſnuffin a ſocket, 
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dead thoſe principles yow have re-| 


| almoſt drownd "and quenched with their fil- 


ever in their filth? _ 

. Fifthly, ſeek carncſtly from God to renew, 
${ co ſanAihe your ſpirits; ic. i8 he that is father 
df} {| of ſpirits, and the ſpirit of man is under no 
vu] £| other power, but the power of God himlelſe ; 
es] © and he hath the command of al,and with him 
| | | there is abundance of ſpi.it, and he is wil- 
1c | | ling, yea, he hath promiſed to give his Spirit 
ze] | |to them that ask it. Lake 11. 13. 

l But you wil fay, How can I pray without 
$) [| the Spirit? 


| | | who knows but aſſiſtance and blefſing may 
hj | come? preſent thy . ſclt before the Lord tcl 


[""_ 


c lanſwer, put thy ſclfc upon prayer, and, 


thy Juſts. How juſt with God were it, that! 
theſe men ſhould be left to dic and periſh we 


| 


| 


| 


him | 


| God then yqu ; you will ſoon diſcern , that| 
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| would by no means leave his company. 
| By being muck'in the company of the godly 
you wil come to'ſce ſore beames ofthe ex+| 
cellencyofcheir \ out to you,where-| 
by you will ſee that your ſpirits are not like 
cheirs;that they arc in happier condition then| | 
| you,that they arc men'in a nearer reference to| 
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| 


ſuerly the world is miſtaken in iheſe men. | 
Thirdly, frequent the ordinancics of God| 
where the Spirituſes to breath; ſer your ſouls| 
before the work of Gods Spirit breaths where, 
it lifteth, therefore it muſt be attended upon] 
in thoſe wayes which it ſelf chuſeth. Though 
your ſpirits never fo dead and polluted, whe 
knows but at length in the attending upon 
God in his way the Spirit of God ay branch 
upon you the breath of life- it ? breath- 
ed upon as dead polluted ſpirits as 
yours, and ithath clenſed them, tan&ified 
them, it hath filled them full of ſpirituall anc] 
glorious cxcellencies. Til 
Fourthly, nouriſh and make good uſe © 
thoſe common works of Gods Spirit you| 
have already; they have much excellencies| {| 
in them; and ifthey be notreſted in, but im-| 
proved, they may be very ſcrviceable for the 
works of Gods grace; butas Chriſt ſayes of the 
the riches of the world,lt you be not faithfull 
in them,who wil truſt yon with the true riches? 
{o if you be not carctullto make uſco? the 
common , works of Gods ſpirit,how can it be 
expeſtcd. that theLord ſhould bl-{{> you with 
| \ 
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env rememeniamd 


$| wilfully go againſt the frales of rightreaſon 
po are - convinced ofz do'not darken that 
[8] light ofzeafon_chat God. hathiſer . 
-[F] donot extinguiſh thoſe ſparks in-natura 


not 
ceived in your education ,, and.natural con» 
{cience you have, to keep inyour ſpirits, 
that they be not..let out to feed upon finfull 


delights. With what face can you complain of 
weakeneſs,& yet feed your exſtempers? There 


light of their common principles,which on 

they had in -an eminent manner 3 their light 
of reaſon once was at Icaft ay a fair Candle. 
light, butnow it is like the ſnuffin a ſocket, 


is little hope of ſuch as have exſtinguiſhed:the | 


further :mercy this way ?. Be fure you donot | 


| ſcience that God hath kindled: there do | 
dead thoſe principles yow have re-| 


— 


thi | almoſt drownd "and quenched-with their fil- 


h-{ | thy luſts. How juſt with God were it, that! 


as} | theſe men ſhould be left to dic and periſh for 
2d! I] ever in their filth? 


6| $|.; Fifthly, ſeek carncftly from God torenew, | | 
${.co ſanAihte y,our ſpirits; ic i8 he that is father | 


off || of ſpirits, and the ſpirit of man is under no 
pu] Þ| other power, but the power of God himſelle ; 
es| || and he hath che command of al,and with him 
n-| | [there is abundance of ſpi.it, and he is wil- 
1e| £| [ling, yca, he hath promiſed to give his Spirit 
1e| | |to them that ask it. Lake 11. 13. 
I] But you wil fay, How can I pray without 
$) [| the Spirit? | 
ic lanſwer, put thy ſelfe upon prayer, and 
xx | | who knows but aſſiſtance and bleling may 
bj | come? preſent thy , {clt before the Lordy tcl 
bim 


A 


| 


| 


|thou haſt given me many bodily bleſſings; 
| great bleſſings of my eſtate more then others, 
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haſt to be bleſſed with ſuch afſpirit: O Lord'z 


many excellent gifts ; but Lord, there are 0- 
ther mercies my ſoul wants 3 O that thou 
wouldeft give me another ſpirit ! As Caleh, 
Toſhua 5, 19. gave hisdaughter Aobſab a bleſ-Y? 
ting, namely the upper ſprings and the ether 
ſprings 310 do thou ſeek of God , that as he 
hath given thee the bleſsings vf the nether Ul 
ſprings, ſo he may give thee the bleſſing of! 
the upper; namely that he may vleſſe thy.ſoull 
with crue ſpirituall bleſsings 
Sixthly, be ſure thou 1 ook up to God inſl 
Chriſt;to ſeek this mercy in him;look on him 
as anoynted by the Father with the fulneffc 
of the Spirit; look to him in whom all the tul= 
nefſe of the Godehead dwels bodily, that our 
of his tulneſſe ſpiritual bleſſings may be con- 
veyed to thec;for otherwiſe whatſoever thou 
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| thou canft; rhen follow the work ot Gods} 
| grace,make much of ſuch beginnings,give up] 


ſeckeſt for of God , and'nor in this way , thou 
ſcekeſt but in a naturall way. 

Seventhly, be caretul to .- "Ba the begin- 
nings of thoſe ſpecial ſtirrings, of Gods Spi=ſſj 
rit in thee, thoſe =_w that ſometimes thoufſſſ 
mayelt feel, and then put on what poſſibly 


oti-1}/ 
ONS!” . 


A ne 


thy ſelf to the power ofthem; turn the m 


— — — 


| not know what we loſe, when at 
Ewe loſe the ftirrings of Gods Spirit in our 


SD 


hea rts* Who knows butthat thy ceerale 
» ſtate may depend upon thoſe ſparks that he 
 o. is now kindling in thee?It is a erlevous wick« 
edneſſe to ftifle the childe in the wombe 
Ywhen it is new conceived; and is itnot a 
preat wickedneſs to ſtifle thoſe bleſſed moti- 
ons-that are conceived by the work of the 
Holy Ghoſt?And for a ack of this point 
let thy ſpirit be for ever reftleſs, untill thou 
© fecleft God graciouſly comming inunto thees 
let no mercy atisfic thee, till God gives thee 
ſoul mercy, and blefſes thee with his choice 
{piritull bleſſings, ſuch as are peculiar tothoſe 
who are good in . his eyes. 
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And bath followed me 
bring into the land , 
went ; and his ſeed 
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IV hat it is for & man to follow God fully. 


| He ſecond Doftrine follows 
| which isthis; Ic is the high 
W praiſc of ſervants that th 
follow God fully; This 1 
| their commendation , th 
| they bave their hearts com 
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tully oft in the wayes of obedience , to fullfi] 
| the good will of the Lord; this is that perfet 
heart which God ſo often calls, for in Scrip 
curg;and for which ſo many of Gods 
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Walk before me, ſaith God to Ubrabam, and. 
| | be thomperfett;, Dem. 18.13. Thos, ſhalt be 
perfelt with the Lord thy God, This Noah is 
commended for, Gen 6.9, He was ajuſt man, 
and perfe& in his generations:fo Zob, Chaps. 
1.1. He was perie& and upright, The want 
.\ | of this was the ſtaing and blot. upon Somos, 
— [1 Xx 11.6. the text there (ayes, be went nor 

fully after the Lord, as did David his father x 
This likewiſe was the Rain of the Charch of 


If - 4choice and preciow Spirit. 
of | arecommended inthe Word ;\ as,..Genz17.1,| 


if | Sardis, Revel.3.2, I have not found thy wayes 
perfeft ; the words arc, [ have wot foxnd thy 
{ayes filed wp ; thou haſt not filled up thy 
: courſe in following me ; ſomthing indeed 
thou haſt done , but thou haſt not tollowed | 
me fully :- To bave a heart full of goodnefle, 
as Saint Pax! tftifies of che Rowanes, Chapt. 
15.v,14 and to have 2 life full of good works, 
*s, Ats9 33, is witneſkd of Tabiths. This 
is theexcellency of a godly man, this is the 
true &tclaration of the exczlencie of thar | 
ſpirit, wherein chis doh co. filt. 

Ws In this Argument we ſhall firſt ſhew, what 
highlFicis ro follow God fully, or what the frame} 
theyſ| of the ſpitic is in the following of the Lord 
s 1g\fully, | 
thall Secondly, wherein the true excellencieof 


omglithis lies. | 

1161F}- Thirdly,apply it. | | 
rfeg | Forthe firſt, rake this Caution premiſed ; 
ripll When we ſpeak of a tulneſſe in following 
antlthe Lord, we do not mean 8 legall fulneſle, 


I {fuch a tulticf whetein tt.erg is no! Wihit or} 
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imperfection» notro finne, is here onely our | 
[|aw, in heaven-itſhall be our reward,,. But] 
- | there isa'true following of the Lord- fully, || 
that is even inthis life. co be attained unte, 
an Evangeiicall fulnes, and that is the falneſle] 
chat weareto ſpeake of. The Goſpell requires 
perfe&ion as well as the Law, though in a 
c:fferent manner: and this is. 

Firſt,a fa\nefle of.all graces ; though not the] 
degree of all graces, yer the truth of every 
grace: There is no grace wanting, where 
this Evangelicall fulneſſc 1s, 

Secondly, there is no want,nonot of an 
| degree, where n the ſoul reſts ; there is foch 
a per feion as the ſoul takes no liberty to it 
ſelf co faile in any-thiog. 

Thirdiy, there are finc+re aimes, as in ghe 
ſfghrof God, to atrain- ro the bigheſt per- 
fetion, the full meaſvre of holineſle ;; and, 

Fourthlr, there is that uprightneſſe of the 
ſou!,as it doth not only defireand endeavor 
to attain, but doth indeed attain to the track 
of thac I ſhalldcliver. 

Firſt, the hearr 1s fu'ly ſet and reſolved for 
God : there is fulneſle of reſolution : ſo the 
Sertuagint tra: ſlates that place in 7oſbaa 15, 
| verſ.8. where Caleb ſpeaks of his following 
aggoeTihny. | of God fully: they rurnit thus, I decreed 
| I determined to follow him : The heart is 
fully caken off from ſhifrings, from hanker- 
ings afcer other things, fromthe engagements 
that before ic had ; from diſputings, reaſon 
ingsfor the wayes of the fleſh ;it doth nor] 
' | havg between cwo, aunſerled/'irreſo &d,l 

9h; 112 cn _. wavering ;| 


= ww A ws ww. on - as ... 


Sy << 
—_ ans Is Gan 


JYj # choice-and precioms Spirit. ---. 1 1 
I wavering ; 'butis truly and- 
$jand che reſvulutions 0k a 4 
y.l | for the wayes'of God. Many have ſomecon- 

viRions, ſome ſtrings, ſome makings to- 
elf} vard che wayes of God, ſome. approbation 
of them ; thinking with themſelves; it were 
well, if wecould- doe thus': Surcly they are 
the beſt men who can doe thus; bur ſill 
he {| ſome ingagetnenr holds thee faſt; they have 
thoughts fitgngup and dowa ; they would 
and they would\nor ; they could like well, 
were it got for this ching;this inconvenience 
ny [29d che other trouble would follow ; and 
- ſo they delay and pur off and think, ic may 
be they may hereafter doe better;ztheir good 
deſires and incliantions they hope,may ſerve 
he turnfor the 'preſeat. And thus they ſtand 
bMing with God and their own ſouls :they 
1d 4] are 38 Sexeca ſpeaks of fume alwayes about 
to live:Burt this ſoul who fully follows God, 
{is fully broken off from former ways ; the 
1k || oughts of it are come to. a detetminate 
| idue; it is reſolved againſt them whatſoever 
tor Þ<comes of ir;refolyed to liſten no wore after ed 
hel) thereaſonings of ficlh and. blood, as. Saine| 1,07 Wake 
5. Paul fayes of himſelf, Gal.1.15,16:that after| * 
ing it pleaſed God to call him by his gaxce, and 
«4 $1£0 reveal his Son, in him immediately hecon 
ferred not with fleſh and blood. Many are a 
great while before they be thos fully raken 
nigh [off ; they are us Agrippe, A2.26,28.almoſt} 
| |perſwaded to became Chriſtians ; the rrpths [bn ſag-\ A 
of God do move them, but not throvghly' _ pg > 

J|perſmade them ; they ſtrive with them, bur "3 
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bumavay [p<- 
ſertim cum ali- 
quid de gaud is 
ſecult metuit 8. 
mitier! 
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! ment of mans heart to his lult;,char makes bim 


|do not chronghly.vanquiſh-rhem.. The Spirit 
of God leaves ſome in che-very birch, that 
|rhere is never irength co bring-orth ; bak it 
is a moſt bleſſed thing, when the hears comes 
off kindely and fully; now it is not ſo ready 
toraiſe objRions againſt the wayes of God, 
[Nor to hearken toobjeRtions 1a;:ſed by others, 
as it was before. When the fire is fully kindled, 
there is lictie ſmo:k ar the firſt the ſmoak ri. 
ſes thick,that we can ſec nv fire; The reaſon © 

ſo many a:guings & objections of the fleſh,is] 
becuuſe the h: art is not fully cak«n off, Ter] 
| tw{{iax hathra notable exprefgion to this pur-| 
poſe : How wiſe an Arguer,layes he,doth the 
pride of may ſeems to it [elfe, when it us afraid 
ro'loje ſome worlily joyes |! It is the cnogage- 
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think there is any (trengh in thoſe objeRions }] 
and reafonings, that he hah in his beare a | þ 
gainſt Gods wayes , when the heart js taken | x 
A, chey v:iniſh of chem'elves. Fa 


| che will of God, as ({{0/.4.12, T bat yee may 
| ſtand perfet,and full in the will of Godas the 


2 There is a folnefl: of all the faculties of | P 
the ſoul working aftrr God, full appre- 
henſions full afeRions;the ſoul 1s filled with 


ſails filled wichrhe wind ; My ſonl and al| 
that i Within me praiſe the Lord,(a-th David,| 
As itis 4n giving men 1tull poſſeſſion of alfſfol 
houſe ; they give up the keys of every room; 
ſo here the ſoul gives up. every faculty eo 
Gyd ; the whole ſoul opens it ſelf, to] 
rece've cheLord and his truth, There is a loy-, 
ing the Lord wich al the mind, with "A 
, ol 
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a choite and precious Spirit. 
ty! heart, and With all the foul; thereis a ſpi- 
f| rituall life, quickening every faculty ; there 
is a ſanQtification threuzhout- every-faculty, 
though ne faculty be chroughly ſandtified, * 
3 1 he ſoul followes God fully, in regard 
of che true indeayours of it, to put forth 
What ſtrenzth it hath in following the Lord; 
$lall che faculties work, and it is-not ſatisfied, 
that they ſhould work remiſſely, but it | 
5[would have them work fervently,and power- 
fully,as David,Pſal 63,8 My ſoul follows hard 
W[ efter th:e, there is a panting of the heart, a 
gaſping of the ſpirit after the Lord; As the 
Hart panteth aftry the water brooke, ſo panteth 
my ſoul afier thee O God, Aaith David, FP}. 52 
I. My heart breatheth for the longing it hath 
[unto thy judgement, Pſal.11g 20. The ſpirit 
a (boils in fervor while it is ſerving the Lord, 
en | Row 13.11, Fervent in ſpirit, ſerving: the 
| Lord. Eſay 26 9. With my ſo»l; - ſaith the 
of | Propher, 1 have difsred thee, and with my ſpi- 
re-Brit within me will 1 {ck the. This foul doth 
th Enot onely love God, with all the mind,and 
4) with all chehearc, but wich all che ſtrength 
he too; there is no-ſtrength feſerved for any 
all {thing elſe bur the Lord. 
id. 4 The ſoul that fully folloxs. the Lord, 
' alffollows him without delay,iothe uſe of all 
; {means,and in all che waies of his: command- 
ments; the delaying & puting off is anargu- 
ment of retniſſeneſſe. Davids foul followed 
"Fhardafcer.the Lord, as you heard before in 
© [the 63.7 ſalme: and this made dit ſeck the| 
JLord early, Verſe. 1.. Q God, ::thow art my 


19od.carhy wilt 1 ſeek.thee,faithhe, the preſent? | 
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A gracious Spirit, 


%.. MN 
time is the fulncfle-of Time wich ſuch a ſoul. |} | i 
We read of Hamas, Efter 3.5. that he'-was | | 
fail of wrath,- and hence he procures, that the|Þ |: 
Poſts ſhould be haſtened about his workin] || 
deſtoryiag the Jews.Yer/e'15.Andicſers up- [if | 
onall means, what way fſoever it may be{l | 
brought ncar to God, either "by ordinary} |: 
means, ot elſe by extraordinary; uſech all |' 
ordinances conſtionably in their.ſfeaſon, will [1 
abſtain from a'l occaſions of eviil, avoids all |} |: 
hinderances, in thac which is good ; it-helÞf |; 
knows any thing may furthechim in the.br= i} | 
inging of his ticart nearer to God, he readily © [f 
andthankfully embraces it, and makes u'c of [ii 
it; he uſech all means, and yet reſtech novinſÞ c 
any means, | s i 
5. Again, a ſoul that follows God fully, Þ | 
follows himin all the wayes of his Com FE [n 
marg«ments, . as the Lord faith of David, | 1 
= 13:23, That he had found a _ that 
"0.,- | wouldfulfill all bis will ; inthe Orizinall, the 
| ho plea ponder; TEp wank 
fulfill af bis wils,There are many reaſons thar 
many give, why David was called, A mas 
after Godt own htart :; Some think, becauſe 
he was ſo broken a hearted man: Others,he- 
he had ſach a thankfull heart; but chis Scrip- | 
turereſolves us, for God ſaycs, That. be bad 
found a'man after bu own heart, and gives 
char reaſon of ir, becauſe he would fulfill al 
his wilggThis foul defires to fulfil all rrghteouſ- 
nee; as-Chrift ſaith of himſelf, | [t becam 
bims to fulfill” all righteonſnes. It deſires to 
yceid obedience to God, and-to be holy ini 


+ 


T7 aa cLOARA n= wu Ss ©t ©, ©. 


| 


|ir is not willing cobalk any way,of God. Za-. 


[the Ancerity and power of their loves ro him 
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_ a choice and precious Spirit. 
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ih 8 Per.1.1 5 Then ſpall not 1 be aſpamed,(aith 
D avid,whey I have reſpeft unto all thy Com, 
mandements,Þſal,119.6, We have a notable, 
place for this naiverſality of obedience in the 
3 Coleſ.9,10,11. Fe pray,faith the Apoltie, 
that ye might be falfiled in all knowledge of his 
will in aff wiſcacre , that yee might walke, 
Worthy of the Lord, an 


thened With all might , through his glorious 
power, to all patience : there are fix alls. tow 
gether in this Scripture. A hearc that is fully 
for God, is for all Gods, waycs,inall things ;. 


chariab and Elizabeth were two choyce ipi- 
they walk wich God in all the Commandex, 


Lake 1,6. ai} 6h a4 
 1.1tis willing to follow the Lord in difficule 
duties , when 1t maſt puc the, fleſh co- ic, . 1n 


cannot be done. without ſorye. hard things 
attending on them. God hath ſome hard 
pieces of ſerivtes. to put his people upon ,, 
to. try the uprighencſſe of ' chew _bearts ,| 


in; and God takes it exceeding. well when, 
they. will follow him in Tych .duries ; 8s; 
that hard pieceof ſervice he put Abraham up- 
on,.in off-riog; his ſonne, when Abraham 


Manxer F( converſation,as the Apoltic ſpeaks, 


rits indeed, and this was their honour, that| 


ments,and Ordinances of the Lord blameleſs, |' 


duties that require. paines, .muchJabour, that | 


pleaſe. him in all | 
things,being fruitful in all good works. ſreng- | 


was willing to follow, him in that, Now, 


| fch he, 1 know thou loveſt mes. Itis nottung, 
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to follow God in ſuch daties, as wil fo jt 


with us, wherein we need parour'felves to 
no trouble; ma 
ſoch duries , and ſeerato' 
ch:m ; but coe beyond thoſe and | fn them| 
1190N further, and they ſtirre not; 


bur if you paſſe that rime;the hand ſtands 
yet ſtill, it goes no further than itdid,and fo 


ſhews the Diall notto be good : $0 there, | 
whea itfals ont ſo, that a daty is enjoyned, | 


which is ſutable to a mans minde, and ends, 


he wil readily yield to it, & ſeem 3s if he made | 


conſcience of obiedienceto Godin it; bor if 


you pat him'on further , in duties that are | 
not fo ſurable co hitn, chere he ſtirs nor, be- | 


cauſe of che difficulty which he fees in them, 
and in this be ſhews the fallneſs of hs hearr, 
chat he doth not follow God folly. 

2 Again, one that fol'aws God fully,” 
wil! follow h'm in diſcountenanced duties. 


Some duties are liked well enough of in the” 


world, for reaſon tels every man,God muff 
have ſome ſervice ; & ſome generall way of 
ſ:rving of God, all rationall men approve of; 
and if God would requires man to follow 
bim,in noother dories bur theſe,it were fine; 
bur there zre ſome others that will make hit 
fo bee « bſeryed;ſome,in which if he follows 


the Lord he (hall be reckoned amongſt ſuch | 
. 'of whoſe number he dah. | 
not like to c accounted one ; he knows| 


they | 


kind of me 


| 


are well content with [ 
eeld to'God i | 


ut 2$ the | 
rufty hand ofa Dial,if youcome atthatrime|: 
of the day,wherin the hour falls out che ſame,} 
at which tfcband ftanis,it ſeems co go right | 


| 
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This creatures; it is enough for ns,that he bics 


enough to dog things unreaſon 
| his obedienceuntoman, whoſe willismany| 
Jjtimes unreafonable z how much more reaſon] 


ES 
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4 choice and precious Spirit, = 
they are difcountenanced, and defpiſed, and: 


D—C—— 


chis he cannot bear --and therefore choſe are | 
duties he hath no mind unto, and then ehink-. 


eth with himſelf; Why may 'not my obedi- 
ence in other things ſerve the turn ? 

3 And yer fatther, onethac is willing to 
follow God fully in all duties, he wil follow 
himin thoſe where he ſees no reaſon but - the 
bare comimnand of God;zit is enough to him, 
thatchety are commanded of God; it is not 
for the Lord to give account of his ways, to | 


us follow him ; abſolute obedience is that 
which is our dutic ; there is alwayes reaſon 


eaough in Gods will; bur whether we ſee it, 


or ſee it nor,ifwe can but ſeecheCommand- | » 
Rmenr;itis enough forus ; we take too much 


upon us,to diſpute abone the reaſon of thirigs 
with God, we mult not be Judges of the Law, 
but doers of it. $«u{could ſee noreafon,why 
be mightinor ſpate the beſt of the cattell, e-| 


ſpecially when he did it to keep them for|. 
eme,God| 


(acrifice, bur it coſt him his Kingd 
rejeted him for it, and told him,Qbedzence 
warbetter than Sacrifice. Luther ſaith, He bad| 
rather obey than work miracles, And Caſſianu 
reports of. one Johannes eAbbus, who when 
he was young Was willing fora whole yeare 


rogether,to fetch water everyday neare two 
miles to water a dry ſtick, becauſe he wa 
cammanded ſo todoe ; he thonght it reaſo 


. 
- 
% 
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| toſhew| 


Mallem obedj- 


re quam MiTk- 
cul; facere. 
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is there then, that we ſhould ſhew our obe 


{dience.to God, in duties, where through 

weakneſs we cannot ſeethe reaſon, when 

e may he ſure that there is alwaics reaſon 
enough, if we Were able to ſee. it ? | 

Fourthly, and yet further , the ſoul that 

is willing to follow God; in all duties, will 

follow him in Commandements that are ac- 

counted littie Commandements : God ex- 

pets faithfulneſs in little chings ; God pri- 


_ ||zeseverytirtle of his Law more worth chan 
[heaven and-carth, howſoever we may ſlight 
[many things iQ it, and-chink them too ſmall 


| mans authority make ſmall ch 


LL ——— 4 


_ * "Jto-pat- any great bond upon. us, Chriſt 
.... : ſaith thatbeaven and-carth ſhall paſs away, 
: but not one7ot or tittle of his Word. As if 
- | he ſhould ſay, If heavenand earth were jo 
| one ballance, and any jot or tictle of m 


Word in another, and if one of them my 
needs periſh, I had rather that heaven.and 
th ſhould periſh,than thatone jot or cicrle 
of my Word ſhould faile: The Authotity of 
Heaven pats weight on things that are never 
ſo little in'themſelves: If mans authority do 
this, how much more divine? Man cannot 


| [bear diſobedience in lictle things ; though 


thetbings- be-very ſmall in themſelves, yer 


[if commanded by Authority, itis juſtly ex. 


peed that they ſhould be __ Shall 

gs to beac- 
counted great, and ſhall Godsauthority do 
nothing ?--Obedience in {mall chings is du 
to Magiſtrates much more to God : Give ta 
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obſeryeable in tha place,the Articleis twice 
repeated in.the Greek Text,when he ſpeakes 


be to give God his due. 
Fifthly and laſtly,nor to inſtancein more 


lly io all duties, is wiliing to follow him ir 
duties wherein it muſt goe alone : it is wil. 
ling to follow God in ſolitary paths. 
men, were it that they might haye compan 
inthe way,in following che Lord, would be 
conrent. ; but to go all alone in ſuch ſolitary 
wayes, Wherecin they can ſeenone go before 
them, wherein they can have none along 
with chem, few or none are like to follow 


God with him, that be walkes along witl 
God;chis is company enoughylet the way b 
What 4t Will be ; as Day Pſal. 23. 4 

Though 1 walke through the 1 of the 
ado of death, yet am art brag Goc 
promiſes that he will go before his people ; 
Chat is enough,though there be none elle, It 
is trae, company.in Gods wayes is delight- 
ful,& it is a ſad thing that there. is ſo little 

tra& in Gods.paths, Ile was the complaint 


thera. But if company cannot... be bad, it is 


| 


enough, we have the Lord,z Tim. 4-16, At 


\ ia 
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Ceſar the things that are Ce(ars, and to Ged 
the things that are Gods, AMait. 22.21. It is 


of God, more than when he ſpeakes of Ce-| 
/ar: ſhewing, that our eſpeciall care ous 


articulars , . the -Soul that followes God 


after them ; this is aedious. But 2 childe of] 
God chinkes he hath enough, in that he hatly 


of Gods people, Lem.1.4, that the wayes| , 
of $;on did mourne, becauſe none came in; | 


—— 
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et, 
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A gracious Spirit, 


my firft anſwer, ſaith Saint Pan! no may ſtoot 
\ | with ne, bat all forſook me , notwithanding 
| the Lerd flood with me. Elijah thought he 
was left alone, he could ſee'no man, go that 
way he did ; yet he continues in'his feryour: 
and zeal, following the Lord, Indeed we 
ſhould rather follow the Lord, becauſe we 
ſee ſo few follow him: What >? hull he 
have none to follow him ? as Chriſt ſaid to 
his Diſciples when many forſook him, 54 
Jour alſo forſake me ? 
Thus you ſee by theſe ſeveral inſtancesin 
difficult duties, in diſconntenanced duties , 
in dutics wherein we can ſee no reaſon 
but a bare command, induties that ſeem 
to be ſmall; andin duties wherein if we fo/- 
low God, we mult follow him alone: That 
foul that follows God fully, will follow him 
ta thefe, and fo by the fame reaſon in all 0- 
ther duties that God ſhall require tq folow 
him in: And this is that Preciow Choice Spi- 
rit we ſpake of before, which ſhews it in 
this, that itis thus willing ro follow God fully. 
Youknow it is required of us to be verfect, 
as God himfelf is perfe&, to be holy as God 
1s holy; yea, this the Goſpe/ requires of us; but 
how can that be? Yes,thus ; Gods perfeQi- 
on and holineſs is made known to 'us in his 
wil, in his Commandment; '; now look how 
large they are ſerforth rons intheſe, ſo large 
muſt our obedience be: though wecannot 
attain tothedepree, yet our hearts muſt in- 
| large themſclyes'to the things, towhatever 
part 'of Gods Will, God makes known his 
4 . per» 
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ment is very broad, fait » yet godli- 
nefs enlargeth the heart to every ducy it cals 
for : there isa grace Within che ſoul ſatable 
to every daty the Law requires. 


in thoſe who are eminent in Grace , 

whom God hath beſtowed a great meaſure 
of his Spirit; but is this in every one that 
hath any truth > Wherefore. (for anſwer ) 
let us know, there is this perfe&ion, or elſe 
there isnotrurh at all, only remember, do 
not ſpeak now of the perfeRion of degrees; 
inthis conſiſts the righe ſtraigheneſs of a 
mans heart, A ſtraight line will couch with a- 
nother ſtraight line in every point; but a 
crooked line will not, it touchech but onely 
here and there in ſome : ſo ſtraight hearts 
will joyn with Gods Law inevery part, but 
crooked and perverſe hearts, oply in ſome, 
only fo farre as may ſerve their own turns. 
In this conſiſts the true plainneſs of a mans 
Spirit : you know plain things wil joynlike- 
wiſcin every point one With another , but 
roundand rugged things will not; ſo proud 
{woln hearts and rugged fpirits,wil not cloſe 
fully with Gods truths; but where there is 
plainneſs of Spirit, there is'a full cloſing, a 
athrough union. There is a great dange- 
rous miſtake about this point , which yet is 
a general miſtake; multitudes of people milſ- 
carry eyerlaſtingly upon this miſtake ; they 
think becauſe we cannot in this life attain to 


———_—. 


perfeion and holineſs by. Thy Command- | Tt 
= | b David 


Jt may be this is indeed, may ſome think, 


the perfeRion of holineſs in the degrees , 
4 there- | 


| 
| 


| 


| 
| 


| 


| 


| therefore there is no perfeion atall neceſ- 
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ſary, burthat they may befaved withourit :: 
they think therefore, that if they do ſome 
good things, if chey obey ſome Command. 
ments, it is ſufficient , though they. take li- 
berry cochemſelves in other things;they find 
they can yeild in ſomething; yet other things 
of Gods Wil are excecdingly unfurable unto 
{ them. Be convinced of your miſtake herin ; 
a godly man indeed is weak, and cannot 
attain to the performance of every part of 
| Gods will,” buc the frame of his heart is to 
every part z every part is futable to his ſpi- | 
ritz He eſteems all the Precepts of God cons | 


Flr! 9.128] cerning all things to beriche,& he hates eve- |} | 


ry falſe way. He finds the Law of God,in the 
latitude of it, written in his heart; there is 
no command of God that is not dearer to 
him than all the world. Mark that place in 
Isb, Chap.8.ver{ 20.Goawill not caſt away 
the perfeft man, neither will he help the evi 
deers : The perfe& man 1s oppoſed to the 
evilldoer, who ſhall be caſt away. If you 
be not perfe@ in this ſenſe that hath been 
ſpoken of then you are an evill doer, who} 
muſt be caft away,how glorious ſoever many | 
of your ations may ſeem to be. That place| 
in Ezek. 18.v.21.that is uſually taken for | 
the place of the greateſt mercy in all the] 
Scripture, and by many is exceedingly abu: | 
ſed ; yet ſee what that requires of men in| 
their repentancezthe words are uſaally taken | 


ſaith 
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up thus, Arwhat time ſover a ſinner repents 
him of his fin, 1will blot out al his iniquities, | 


it þ 
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{any place of Scripture, butthere are to the 


linfinitely juſt and equall , that he ſhould 


(| this univerſality of obedience ſhould- beex- 
©" phrada—Tn ſome who are eminent. 40 | 
: | « gra ce! . 
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© 4thoice andpreciows Spirit. 
the L17ds There are not thoſe yery wordsin 


like effe&,whicharcin this place of Exechich. 
And in no other place is Gods mercy to ©: 
ſinter , more. fully revealed; There is no 
Textin Scripture comes nearer to that which 
men ordinarily take vp, than that verſe and 
the 27, 28. verſes in the ſame chapter, ' and 
ſe whar of Gods minde - we have made 
known there; the words of the Scripture are 
thus, /f the wicked will twrn from all bis fines 


and doe that which i lawful andright, he foal 
{urely live.and again.v. 38, Becax/e be confede- 


you ſee,that Godin the largeft promiſes of 
his mercy to thoſe, who have the leaſt mea- 
fare of grace, he requires the turning from 
all figs , and the keeping of all his Statues : 
and this God brings to ſhew the iofinite! 
equity of his ways towards ſinners. Asit he 
ſhould fay,except this be, nv mans conſcience 
in the world but muſt acknowledge it to be 


periſh everlaſtingly, if there be any way 
of wickedneſle reſerved , if any ſhtute of 
mine be negleQed,if he thinks ta have mercy 
without an univerſall turning from his ſiane, 
wichout an univerſall obedience, his conſci- | 
ence will tell him, that it is an unequall and 
unreaſonable thing, that he ſhould everexpeRt 
it, And yer futher , becauſe youthink ghat 


that he hath committed, and keep al my ſtatutes, 


reth, & turns from all his rr an/greſiens 1hus |. 
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grace, who have attained to a great meaſure | 


_—_ 
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poore Widows, 1 75m.5.10. They muſt 'di-| 
lligently follow every good work. «© 
Eirſt,they muſt not onely have goad deſires, 
bur good works. of 
' Secondly , they mult follow good 
works, 

Thirdly , they muſt diligently follow 
them, | 

Fourthly , they muſt diligently follow 
every good work. | 
| And fifthly, they mult ſo follow , as they 
muſt be well reported of forit. 
| Yea,fixthly,they muſt do all this, 'oc elſe] 
they muſt not be received into the Church,] 


Surely then, jt is a ſhame for anyman,cſpeci-| 
ally of parts and abilities, to plead weakneſs, 

{ when ſo much is required of poore women ; 

certainly it is not weaknes, but falſnefſe of 
heart, that is contray to univerſality of obe- 

{dience, to the following of the Lord fully 

inthis reſpe&. The Veſſel of honour is di-| 
ſtinguiſhed frem the veſſel of diſhonour, 2| 
Tim 2.21, by this CharaRer, that it is one| 
chat is ſanRified and prepared for evcry | 
good work: You know what Saint 7ames| 
ſaith, Chap. 1. verſe 26, if any mar ſeems tobe | 
religious, and bridle not his tongue,but deceive; 
his own heart, this mans Religion ts in Vain, 
[tisa heavy cenſure, that all a mans religion 
is in vain for one faulr,. and that-bur for a}F, 
fault in the Tongue ; and yer this is the} 


of godlineſs; conſider what is required of |fl 


cenſure of -the holy Ghoſt, No queſtion, | 
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ſuch men who were guilty herein,would rea- 
- ſon thus wich:themſcives, We cannot be. per- 
F [fect io this life, we'do performe many durie 
of religion j and therefore we hope,.choug 
wefaile inthis one thing, that yer we ſhell 
dos well enough, * God will -accepr of us. 
No, faith Saint James, he deceives his awn 
heart ; ſuch a one ſhall never be accept:d. 
Totke like «fe& is that: of our Saviour, 
Jobs 5.44. How can je beleeve on me, which 
receive honor one of another? This wascnough 
to Keep them off for ever from Chriſt;and yer 
this was but an inward ſinnc,” no- ou: ward 
grofſe crying ſinne-in [the eltceme of the 
world. Leta man be never ſo glorious. in 
never ſo many duties of religion, yet certainly 
the giving liberty to himſelf in any one luſt,js 
enough to.keep him off for ever. from God, |. 
from partzking of good:iin him, As if a 
Wife bc never ſo officious to her Husband, 
yeelding to him in never fo many things,ſfeck. 
1ng to give him content in his defirenever ſo 
many wayes, yeif the entertains any other 
lover beſides himſelf, itis enough to alicnate 
his ſpiritfrom her for cver. 3' RL 
That which God fayes to Solamon, 1 Kings 
9:44is very obſervable to our purpoſe : After 
Solomo# had finiſhed. that glorivus Temp.e 
for the honourof the Lord,atter he had aſſem- 
bled all the Elders of Iſrael, 31! the Heads. of. 
{the Tribes, the chicfe of the Fathers of the 
children of Ifracl, co bring a> the Ark 
| [ufc Lo:d mucho {9lemnity,to that Tem:, 
fl | plc he had made for ir after he had made {i 
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an excellent prayer before all the people; 
and wben that was done,that he might ſhew, | 
{bis further reſpe& unto the Lord, he offer- 
[ed to the Lord two and twenty thouſand | 
Oxen, and one hundred and twenty thou- | 
| fand Sheep, and in his rejoycing in this great |' 
work, he made a preat feaſt ro the people | 
** ſeven daies,and to them he added ſeven daies 
more, and ſent away the people with joy-[F: 
ful and glad hearts: Here were great things [F 
\done in honor to God, yer all this would|F. 
[not ſerve So/omons turn, but Chap. 9. 4-at- |, 
| ter all this, God fayes to him, Jf thow wilt | 
| walk before me, as David thy Father walked, 
2 inintegrity of heart aud uprightne(s, todo ac- 
cording t1 all that T have commanded thee then ! 

1 will eſtabliſh the Throne of thy Kingdome : 
As if he ſhould have ſaid , Do not think to j 
a 

a 

ti 

b 

V 


put me off with any thing thou haſt done ; 
cthoughthe things be great things , yet I ex- 
| pect walking according to all that I have 
commanded thee, or elſe all is nothing ; | 
And therefore, as before ycu heard, he was 
| charged by God, Chap.11. 6. that he did 


not go fully after the Lord : One would : 
have thought thoſe glorious actions that he | = 
did, had been enough to have got him the|F- 


commendation of going fully afrer God ; 
bur we ſec it would not be : there mult be be- 
ſides theſe, a walking according to all that | 
Ged commands, a keeping his Statutes and | 
h s Jadgements, yea, and char is obſervable 
2 thac we have in the 6. ver/. of this 9 Chapt. 
bY. where God ſaycs afcer all this, That if = 

: 6.4 | ſha 


_— 


* ; 4* 
-» ”" + = I : : 
Hu. *%4 k £.-< * Poo "0 
A & + 
| : \ % + 
"gs T2 PRAYY'ES 


a S 0 ” 
WHEL 
+. 


precious pirit.. "5:5 - = 


a choice and 
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forall at all turn from following me, you, or your 
children, (FC, then wall I cut off Iſrael. we | = 
mult cake heed of cheleaft failing in our fol- i 


d| lowing ofthe Lord. God threatens Solomer | 
+ Y after he had: done ſo much, that if he did at 


le |} #1 turn from following him, he would cut 
'© | him off, Iris not our forwardneſs in ſome 
ood things, it is notour ſerviceableneſs in 
4 me publick and worthy imployments, that. 
5 | wil ſerve our turns,if we make not conſcience 


| 
5 of every duty,of ſecret duties, and conſtant- | - 
| 1 | ly. God hath ſo connexed the duties. of his | 
** | Law one to another, that if fo be there be | 
A | not a conſcionable care to walk according | 
*” [to all, it is accounted as the breach ofall, ac-| [ 
"| cording to that ef Saint Zames, (hape. 2:10. | 
* [ Phoſoever ſhall keep the whole Law and yet of- 
0 | fend in one point, is guilty of all, The bond of | 
* 3 | Yall is broken, the authority of allis lighted ; | 
*- | and that evill diſpoſition that cauſeth a man 
© | to venture upon the breach of one, might the 
At breach of others ſerve for his own ends as | 


well as that, it would make him venture 


14 | Pon the breach of any. [ - 
4 | Todraw to a concluſion of this Argu- | 5 
” Y ment, let us know, that ifthe heart be right, | i 3 
y Hit is willing to be caſt into the mould ot the I-20 
My Word, to receive whatſoever print the | 


Word will put upon it, to be in' whatſoever | 
form the Word will have it : as Metals that || 
arecaſt into a mould, they receive the printof 
Ye mould, printfor print in every part; and | 
Ytdis is the heart” that doth indee&follow | - 
God fully, This is Saint P4x/s expreſſion, || = 
&*7 | Br O 2 Rom. | a eroeton + W' "wp 
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| Rem G6 17. Tow have obeyed from the heart 
"0 , that forme of doctrine unto which you were des 
ci50y mTapts'0= J;vered ; ſo the words ane inthe Originall-:| 
-+ Seoag The forme of doQrine 45 compared to the] 
" | monld.& the ſincere obeyers from the heart; 
' are compared to the Metall delivered-into| 
this moald ,whbich takes impreffion from ity] 
in one parras wel aS inanother, No ſince 
obedience from the heart, no true following 
of God fully without this, I haye been th | 
larger in this particular, becauſe the miſtake 
is ſo generaHl and dangerous. 

5 Then doth the heart fuily follow afte 
{the Lord, when it is indeed willing to' ſearch 
fully into every truch, that yet it deth not 
fully know, with a readineſle to lie undet 
the power of it. Such a man is not afraid of 
any truth of God,leſt it ſhould put him upon 
that he hath no mind to, as Ahab Was afraic 
to eriquire of Michaiah what the minde of 
God was, becauſe he was never wont to pre 
pheſie good unto him.; but that man whe 
followes the Lord felly, doth alwayes ac 
count the word of the [ord to be good tc 
him. as 445c.2.7,Do not my words do good ti 
him that walks uprigh:ly ? He faith to et 
Lord,as Elihu, 1ob 34.32. That which TI (4 
wot, teach thou me*. if 1have done iniquity, | 
will do no more, Lord that, which 1 know no 
do thou teach me, and wherein ] have failed 
I ſhal conſcionably endeavor-to refrom.Ol 
let the Word of God be glorified for eyeiſth 
| whatſoever becomes of me;let it come in theſfſcor 
+ful latitude of it,my ſoul ſhal yeeld ws vj bcc 


- —— 


 — 


—— 


—— 


1 W 4 choice and precious Spirit. 


heartis prepared to ſubmit to whatſoever 
truth God-ſhall make known to me. 


piſtles written to Oecolampadims,ofa notable 
expreſſion of one Baldafſar, 2 Miniſter in 
Germany Writing to him ; Let the word of the 
Lord come, let it come, faith he,and we will 
Jubmit toit, if we had many hundred neckes to. 
put wnder, This is a degree further than the 
other;for there are manywho dare not go a- 
eainſt known truths, for then Conſcience 
would fiye in their faces z bur there are ſome 
truths which they are afraid ro know, which 
[they are ſecretly willing to put off, left they 
ſhould come to know them, which is an ar-! 
er gument chat their hearts are not fully after 
ol the Lord : when men are not convinced of 
onfl many truths, not becauſe there is not | 
vid light enough to convince them ,. but be- 
or cauſe they are not willing to be convin- 
704 ced, they (irive to keep out the power 
hol of the truth from their hearts ; they are, 
ac-H not willing that ſuch truths that ete not 
rofl for their curnes, ſhould come into their 
judgements, they ſeek to ſhift them off, when 
thetruth ſtands and pleads for erftrance,they 
ſeek. one ſhife or ether to put it off 
withall, Heb.12,25.See that ye refuſe net hims| 
tl that /peaketh. The words are, See that yee 
i oift not bim off that ſpeaketh. In the propriety 

LY of that word,as it is inthe Origirall,we have] 
refltbus much ſignified to us: Chriſt in bis troths] 
omes to-ask entrance, and We mult. tak 


| 


I remember I have read in one_ of the E- |. 


FWheed that we do not put him off. And if 
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the truth have got into our judgement, we 
rault take heed we do nor ſtrive to pet. con» 
ſcience off fromit; and if conſcience hath 
cloſed with ir, take heed we ſtrive not to 
get it out of conſcience again, and then thin] 
it a ſufficient plea, to farisfie our ſelves and 
others in thea&tions we do, that now ou 

judgements are better informed; wheres 
the truth indeed is, our lufts are more ſatis» 
fied, the corruptions of our hearts are more 
increaſed. Oh take heed forever of labour. 
ing to blind our underſtandings, of with- 
holding the truth in uarighteouſneſs, of im- 
 priſoning it, to keep it from working witl 
Power upon our hearts. This diſtemper of 
heart is exceedingly oppoſite to the folloy 

ing of the Lord fully. 

6. To follow God fu'ly, is. to follon 
him ſo, as to be willing to venturethe loſſ; 
of all for him, willing to decline from, and 
caſt off whatſoever comes in the way,though 
'neyer ſo dearunto us; to follow him cloſe 
' whatſoever comes in competition with him; 
| when wecannot follow him without parting 
| With much for him, when our following hin 
will coſt us the loſs of our formerly mo 
dear comforts and contentments; to fo 
low the Lamb whereſoever he goes, the 
row all aflitions, thorow al! ſtraights 
knowing that this way , thoughit be a wa) 
of blood , yet it leads tothe Throne 5 Te 
follow Chriſt ro Mount Calvary wher 
he is. to ſuffer, as well as tothar Moun 
| that we- read of 1/a. 25. 6, where- the 
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| 3.5. 1#ho « this that cometh from the Wilaer'| 

ll neſs, leaning on her b-loved? The Wildernef 

of} is the croubics and affiictions of the CE | 
| : | 
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Lord makes to his people ,; A feaſt of fat 
things, 4 feaſt of wines, a feaſt of fat things 


— —_— 


wlren our comforts, peace, eaſe, honour. goes 


whether it, be our own ends that we follow: 
As whena Serving-man follows two Gentle- 
men,we know not which of cheſe two he fol- 
lows til they part, but then youſhal fee which 
Was his maſter: So here, when Chriſt and own 
ends part one from another, then is the trial 
which was followed before. We muſt love 
the truth, not onely when we can live upon 
it, when we can get advantage by it, bur 
then aiſo when it mult live upon us, when it 
muſt have our cftztes, our peace,our names, 
our liberties, ovr lives to live upon, andeo 
be maintained by ; we muſt foHow him when 
we muſt deny our ſelves, and take up our 
Croſs, when we muſt throughly deny our 
ſelves;for the'word in the Original is a com- 
pound,noting more than a ſingle, more than 
an ordinary ſelf-denial z when we muſt take 
up oar Croſs ; not chuſe what Cros we are 
willing ro meet with; to think if ic were ſuch 
an affliction thatſuch a man hath, | could 
bear ir, but 1 know not how to bear this : but 
it mutt be our Croſs, and wiil-ngly took up, 
and chit daily too; We mult be willing to} 
follow him throg 1h the Wilderneſs, Cant.t 


full of marrow. It is nothing to follow him | 


along together with him; it cannot they be} 
known Wheth.r we foilaw him or no, or4 
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Mar, 16. 24. 
A bueget, /M- 
ning neget. 


O4 


em. 


— __—— — 


| 


s C4 Bade. "_—_ , ; \ 
"4-44". AVN 'S : "YT "TR eds Nh 
3 LOS - p uy 4 55 L \ = 0 v. St "RS a al da dead . & 
= ©, gn + = _ - ay, - . x ” _ 


Joſeph. lib, 18 
CIP. 4. 


| 


hel thunto bim,T he Foxes have holes and the 
| birds of the are have neſts ,but the Son of Man 
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ſhe coms through them with her below, 
reſting her ſelfe upon her Beloved..if the Lord 
will lead ns throvgh the Fire,and through the 
Water, yeewe muſt follow him there ; if 
ne wil lead us where fiery Serpentsand Scor- 
pions are, yet we muſt follow him there, 
Dent.1 $ 15. Toſephus,wtiting of the times of | 
Chrift,ſayes, There was one Jeſus, a wile| 
man inthoſe times, if i it be Jawtall rocall bim 
a Man, for he did divers admirable workes, 
yet he was condemned to the Crofſe; but 
notwithſtanding this, thoſe who followed 
him from the beginning, did not forbeare to 
| [ovehim becauſe of theignominy of his death, 
| but followed him ſtjil!, To follow a crucihed 
Chriſt, a contemned Chriſt, ro follow him 
in bloody paths cf his ſufferings, this is to 
fo'low him fully indeed, When one came 
and told Chrift that he would follow him 
wherefoever he went, Mar. 819. Jeſus 


Y | 


il 


hath not whereon to lay his bead, As if he 
ſhould have ſaid, You maſt notexpe& great 


matters in ſoilowing me,butyou muſt hz con- 
rent ro' ſuffer hard things. Chriſt'rels the 
joung man that came running to: him to 
know what he ould doe foreterna] life, that 
if he would be perfeR,he muſt ſell all,and cher 
come and follow him; if ke would follow bin 
fully, he maſt be content to part with all for 
Chriſt,ro ſell all,a$ the wiſe Merchant ſold all| 
for the Peatle. It there be any tliing in the] 
-Korld that you are not willing to pare -with-| 
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all, it any thing that you are not willing to 

ſuffer, you cannot follow me fally.. In this 
confiſtsche uprightneſſe of heart, to gotin a 
rightline toGod; whatſoever comes betwenn 
God and us, yet not to ferch a compaſſe,bur 
ro go through it ; for'if we ferch a com- 
paſſe, the lineis not right :: We muſt there- 
fore ſtrike through all troubles and hazards 
we meet withall, ill. keep our Way, not 
break the hedge of any Commandement to 
avoid any pecce of fou] way, Many thinkthey 
deſire to follow God, but when they meet 
with ſome troublein their way , then they 
would fetch compaſle to baulke that, and 
yet hope ro come to God well enough at 
laſt; they would beloathnot to be acconn- 
ted followers of God : But let ſuch know 
that this fereching compaſſe, whichthey think 
to be their wiſedome, it is the declining 
from uprightneſſe. Many follow God, as 
theDogge follows his Maſter, till he comes 
by a Carrion, and then he lets Maſter go,and 
eurns aſide to it. Thus many ſeem to be for- 
ward in profeſſion of religion, till they meer 
with ſome opportunity of ſatisfying their 
luſts,then they leave off and turn aſide to the 
enjoyment of them. But the hearc: that 
fully folfowes God, is not onely willing to 
part with any luſt for Chriſt, but it gives up 
it ſelfe ro the diſpoſe of God, to become of 
his eftate ,, credit, libery,comforts, life what 
God.. pleaſes ; ir is not ſolicirons' about 
theſe things ; the-buſineſſe chat ic hath to 
doe, is to follow the Lord;zit knowsthatic hs 
n - 
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ſhe coms through rhem with her below | 
reſting her ſelfe upon her Beloved.if the Lord 
will lead ns throvgh the Fire,and through the 
Water, yeewe muſt follow him there ; if 
he wil lcad us where fiery Serpentsand Scor- 
pions are, yet We' muſt follow him there, 


Joſeph. lib.1s') D-mt-.1 8 15, Toſepbu,wtiting ofthe times of 


Chrift,ſayes, There was one Jeſus, a wile] 
man inthoſe times, if tt be lawftall tocall him| 
a Man, for he did divers admirable workes, 
yet he was condemned to the Crofſe; but 
notwithſtanding this, thoſe who followed 
| him from the beginning, did not forbeare to 

| [ovehim becauſe ofthe ignominy of his death, 

| but followed him ſtil!, To follow a crucihed 

| Chrift, a contemned Chriſt, to follow him 
in bloody paths cf his ſufferings, this is ro 
fo'low him fully indeed. When one came 
and' told Chriſt that he would follow him 
| Whereſoever he went, Mar. 8 19. Jeſus 
\{x'thunto him,T he Foxes have holes,and the 
| birds of the are have neſts but the Son of Man 
hath not whereon to lay his bead, As if he 
ſhould have faid, You maſt notexpe&_ great 
matters infoilowing me,butyou muſt he con- 
tent ro fuffer hard things. Chriſt" cels the 
young man that came running to him to 
know w hat he Chonld doe for eternal life,that 
if he would be perfeRt,he muſt ſell all, and then 
come and follow him; if ke would follow bin 
fully, he maſt be content to part With all for 
Chriſt,to ſell'all,as the wiſe Merchane ſold all} 
for the Peatle, If there be any tliing in the 
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all, it any thing that you are not willing to 
ſuffer, you cannot follow me fally. In this 
confiſtsche uprightnefſe of heart, to go'in a 
rightline toCGzod; whatſoever comes betwenn 
God and us, yet not toferch a compaſſe,bur 
to $0 through it' ; for if we fetch a com- 

, the lineis not right :: We muſt there- 
fore ſtrike through all troubles and hazards 
we meet withall, ſtill. keep our Way, not 
break the hedge of any Commandement to 
avoid any pecce of foul way, Many think they 
Cefire to follow God, but when they meet 
with ſome troublein their way , then they 
would fetch compaſle to baulke that, and 
yet hope co come to God well enough at 
laſt; they would beloathoot to be acconn- 
ted followers of God : But let ſuch know 
that this feeching compaſſe, which they think 
to be their wiſedome, it is the declining 
from uprightneſſe. Many follow God, as | 
| |theDogge follows his Maſter, till he comes 
by a Carrion, and then he lets Maſter go,and 
eurns aſide to it. Thus many ſeem to be for- 
ward in profeſſion of religion, till they meer 
with ſome opportunity of ſatisfying their 
luſts,then they leave off and turn aſide to the 
enjoyment of them. But che hearc: that 
fully fotfowes God, is not onely willing to 
partwith any luſt for Chriſt, but it gives up 
it ſelfe to the diſpoſe of God, to become of 
his eftate , credit, libery,comforts, life what 
God..pleaſes ; ir is. not ſolicirons' about 
| theſe things ; the buſineſſe that ic hath to 
doe, is to follow the Lord;ic knowsthat it is 
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| the work of the Lord to take care for it a«| 
bouttheſe things,whileit isfollowing of him.| 
. It is ſaid of Frwaziah,2 (Þron.25.2, That 
he did chat indeed which was right in the 
ſight of che Lord, but not with a perfe& 
keart; he did many good things, but he 
' had not a heart to follow God: fully : and 
this was one Argument of it, which we have, 
verſe 9,that he was ſo ſolicitous about his 
money ; for when the Man of God came to 
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' him, and cold him the mind of Ged that he 
| muſt not have the Army of Iſraelto go with\ll | 
| him, becauſe he had hired the Army with] | 
\ and hundred Talents, he was very ſolicitous 
what he ſhould do for his money ; for ſo he 
ſaith!, Bat what ſhall we dv for the hundred 
talents which I have-given to the Army 
Iſrael ? Whereas if his heart had beea right 
and full in following God, as it ſhould have 
been, it had been enough for him to have 
known the command of God,let become of 
the hundred Talencs what they will, | 
Seventhly, to follow God fully, is to. fol- 
low him onely, ſo as to be wiling to dedicate, 
to devote, whatſoever God lets us ſtill en- 
joy, to God alone : If we haveany pifts,any 
eſtate, any ctteem inthe world, all ſhall be 
imployed for God alone,all ſhall be laid out 
for him, As we muſt be willing to loſe all 
things for him, when he calls for them (of 
which before ) ſo we muſt endeavour to.uſe 
all things for him, while we do enjoy them 
To follow God fully, is tafollow him as ith 


higheſt good, as the onely good, as the All-[ 
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ſufficient good, as the Fountaine of all good, 


to follow nothing elſe but God ; not ondy 


as the Rule of all good, tofollow him fo, as| 


to follow God chiefly, that is mote than t 
follow any thing elſe, but to follow him on- 
ly. But how is that ? I meanthus; wemuſt 
follow God in our following any thing elſe, 
we muſt follow all for God, in' reference to 
God, in ſubordination under God, and the 
we cannot be ſaid to follow the creature, bu 
itisGod that is followed in it, As when 
God is followedin reference and ſubordin- 
ation to any good in the creature, it is not 
then God but the Creature that we follow ; 
ſo when the Creature is followed | in 
ſubordination to God, it is God, and no 
the Creature that is follywed. As thus;when 
David was inthe dry Wildernefſe, no que- 
ſtion he defired water; yet, P/al.63.1.1 thirſt 
a{ter thee, O Lirdyin a dr ypund barren Wild- 
derne(ſe,where no water t:He doth not fay,1 
thirſt after water, but after thee ; becauſe h 
ſought all in reference to God ; and ſo it ans 
God alone that he thirſted for. When we de- 
fire nothing, when we ſeek after nothing, 
when welet our hearts to nothing,uſe,enjoy 
nothing, bar in order to God ? when all che 
g00d,comfort, ſweetneſs,defirableneſs inany 
creature is in the reference it hath to God, ſo 
far as God is in it,as God is honoured, or en- 
joyed by itz when Godaloneis lifred up i 
the heart, inthe uſe of every creature, this i 
to follow God fully. Thow ſo4/; worſobip 1 
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onely ſhake thou follow, Chriſt chargeth the 
Jews, in John 5+ verſe 44. that they did not 


and this was that which kept chem off from 
beleeving : this is enovgh to keep us off from 
GOD for ever. 

If-we would have our heart come up fully 
to God onely, it is not enough to ſcek- the 
honor that comes from God, but we muſt 
ſeek the honour that comes from God one- 
ly.: and this is the true ſinglenefſe of heart 


[carried in their motion one way by the Hea- 


{ hearts. | 
Eighthly, the ſoul then follokvs God 


les out this obje&, and eyes it alone. 


not ſo much in that it is otherwiſe within, 
than that it appears ontword, but in that it 
is divided to divers objeR5;it doth not fixe 
upon God as the onely objc&; and as dou- 
ble-minded men havedouble objects, fo they 
have double motions :as the Planets that are 


vens,but have beſides a private motion of 
their own;ſo,many are carried to God by 


tives; ,but yet they havea private motion 
of their ow: another way to other things ; 
God alone is not the Center of their 


fully, when ir carries thorow the work it 


hinderances: As a Ship comming with full | 
ſail;bearsall down before it. It doth not only 


ſeek the honour that came from-God onely; 
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thou ſhale follow the Lord thy God,and him 


which the Scriptute ſpeaks of, when it ſing» | 


The doubleneſſe of # mans heart. conſiſts 


ſome externall,yea,it may be, internall Mo- | 


undertakes, againſt all diſcouregemets and} 
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| comes in by them for the preſent, though ir 
| thing. comming in ; yet it murmurs not, it 


- | jt hath done for 
1 with thoſe Hypocrites, Eſay 58.3. Where- 


| v-4.though they were faint, yer they went 


work;but works thoroughly, works out that 
it doth. As Phil.2.12. #ork out your [alve- 
tion; work till youget the work thorow : 
This ſonl works after God in his wayes, and 
that with power ; though it findes no good 


hath wrought a long time, and yet ſees no- 


repines not, it rms not of any thing 
70d ; it complaines not 


fore have we faſted, and thou ſeeſt not, aud 


wherefore have we affiifted our ſouls, and 
thow regardeſt not ? Nor with thoſe in Aſa 
lach.1.13. who ſay,What 4 wearineſſe u this ? 
and,chap:3.14.who ſay,7t is in vainto ſerve 


kept his Ordinances,and that we have Walked 
worrnfully before the Lord of Hoſts ? But this 
ſoul that follows God fully, makes ne ſach 
complaints, but goes on till inthe way of 
God : though the fleſh be weary and tired, 
it goes-on-ſtiil. As Gideon and thoſe three 
bundred-men that were with him,? «dyes 8, 

| 
on purſaing ; ſo here, though there may be 
much faintneſſe- and weakneſle, yet the 


the Lord, and what porfit i there that we have| 


ſoul doth not think of turning back again 
but goes on fiill, purſuing in that way iq 
hath begun; ir is glad it bath done any thing} 


{for God , and it reſolves ftill ro do 
[pre , how, ever God pleaſcs to deal 
[ith 4-H 


Though bemay be weary in hi 
following the Lord, yet he is not weary, 0 


pL 


tollowing the Lord. Man 
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Many follow the Lord, as a begger follows | 

|a man, onely in expe&ation of Almes, he| - 
follows bim a furlong ortwo, begging; but 
if he ſees the man goes ſtill from him, . he 
leaves off,and lets him go: ſo many wil pray, | 
and heare,and feck after God for a while;but | 
if they feel not chat come in, Which they did 
expe , they grow weary, and leave off: 
Duties that bring preſentcomfort with them; | 

many can be content to be exerciſed in,” but | 
if chey finde nothing comming in by them, 
then their hearts fink in diſcouragement, they 
have no heart to do any thing. As it is ſaid 
of Ephraim, Hoſ 10.11- Ephraim ts as an 
Hegifer, that loves to tread ont the Corne : 
Ephraim loved to tread out the Corn, bnt 
nor to Plow : The Heifer while it was tread- 
ing out che Corn, did feed upon the. Corn, 
and ſo had preſent delight in that work it 
did ; butthe Mzifer that plowed, did la- 
bour, and ſpend ies ſtrength, buthad no re- | 
freſhment till afrer rhe work was doe ; Thus | 
it is with many ?that work,that hath preſent 
refreſhment in it;while chey are aboutit*they 
can take co..tent in it ; but if they muſt | 
work and tire the fleſh, and yet have no pre= | - 
ſent refreſhing, bur muſt continue working a | * 
gear while, and ſtay till the accompliſh |. 
mentof the work, beforeany benefit comes | : 
by ir, this they like not, But one that foliows 
the Lord fully , refoives to follow him, | - 
*hou 'h he hid himſclf; aS Davd, P/101487] * 
[ will behave my ſclf wiſely, in a perfect way ; 
Oh when wilt thow come unto me? 1 will wal 

| |  ____ within| 


Po; Mares 


{within 
if David ſhould have faid, Iamrefolved to 
walk before thee in a perfet way , and yet 
I have not thy gracious preſence with me ; oh 
when wilt thou comeunto me?” but ſtil what- 
ſoever becomes of me, I am determined to 
continue walking within my houſe with a 
| perfe& heart. Thelike place we have, P/al. 
1119.8, 1 will keep thy ſtatutes,  forſak, me 
not wrterly, As if he ſhould have faid,O Lord, 
thou haſt in ſome degree forſaken'me, thou 


| Lord, [ am determined that I wil keep thy (ta 
| tutes. Thus the upright heart reſolves,though 
I ſhould periſheverlaſtingly,yetI willperiſh 
following the Lord;& if I canot follow him, 
Iwil cry after him, and if Icannot cry after 
him,I wil look cowards him; yea though he 
appear to be angry,yet wil I follow him : as 


ſeemeſt as if thon wouldeſt forſake me ; yet | 


Cypr. upon | 


706, T bough he kils me,yet will 1 truft in bins. 
[ſhough there be much guiltineſſe upon the * 
ſpirit, ſo that the Devil, and an unb<lieving | 
{ullen heart would much diſcourage from | 
following after the Lord ; ye ſtill ic will oot ' 
leave off, bur it labours to encourage it ſelf, 
aS Samuel did the peop:e, 1 Sam.1 2.20, 21, 
Samuel [aid unto the people, Feare not ; ye 
2} [have done all this wickeane(ſe, yer turn not a+ 
J [de from following the Lord, - but ſerve the 
© | Lord with all your heart, ana turn you not 
aſide :for then ſhould you go after vain things, 
Which cannot roſe nor deliy r, for they are 
vain, Thnothe ſou thar follows che Lord, 
J[rcaſons with it ſelf 5 Though iris true 1 mel 
38 finned, 


— 


that yoycethat 


came from 
heaven, This 
is my beloved 
Son, hear him, 
Lequ:re Ma- 


| giſfter bono, li- 


bentex te audio 
& cum adycr- 
ark mihi , au- 
dis te cum 614» 


(ceris. 


4 choice and preciews Spirisg, wig | 
houſe within a perfeft heart. As x 
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ſhould flow with milk and honey,Gez. 12.1. 


| ſinned, mine iniquities are-great, God may 
i 


the ſeeks. Yea,though God feems co go croſs 
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juſtlybe provoked, and for ever xe)e& me, 
yet I wil not turn aſide from following him: 


now there is no good to be gotelſewhere :| 
though I be unworthy of mercy, yet God is|. 


worthy of honour , and therefore what eyer. 
I can doe, I will,chat God may have honour, 
chough I periſh ; yea, this ſoul though it re- 
ceives many a repulſe, yer ſtill it will follow, 
As the woman of Canaen, though Chriſt cal- 
led her Dog, yet ſhe leaves not off ; ſhe ac- 
knowledgeth her ſelf co be a Dog, yer ſtill 


wayes,quite contrary to that the ſoul expe&- 
ed, yet ſtill this ſoul will follow him even 
in thoſe ways. As when the Lord called A- 
brahaw to follow him into a land that 


Abraham Was content to leave his own 
Country, his Fathers houſe,his kindred, and 
all kis friends ; and notwithſtanding as ſoon 
as he came into that Land, he. found there 
was a famine inthe land, Yer/.10, fo that he 
was forced to get into Egypt,and that with 
the perill of his life, or elſe he muſt have 
ſtarved. Fleſh and blood would have mur- 
mured muchat this, and have faid, what ? is 
tkis that Land that God faid he would ſhew 
me ? ts this that fruitfull Land for which 1 
muft }eave my Country, and all my freinds ? 


and now as ſoon as I come into ir. Iam ready 
to ſtarve init ; and yet Abrahams followed 
God ſtill in all che ways he was:pleaſed ro} 
lead bimin; Again,when God promiſed to| 
. mujtiply} 


564 follows God fully: 
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raultiply his Seed as the Stars of heaven; yet 
for Landy years after this,' Sarah was bar- 
ten ; ' God ſeemed to negle& his promiſe *: 
and after when he had a child, ini whom all 
the Nations of the carth wereto be bleſſed; 
yet this child Abraham muſt kill: And here 
God ſeems to go croſs to his Promiſe, *yct 
eAbraham follows God till. One who fol- 
lows God fully indeed, looks up to thegood- 
neſs of God in himſelf & in his Promiſe;not 
to itaSit appears to ſenſe:he ſees more good 
iri the promiſe, than in all the things in_the 
world ; though he. ſees nothing, though he 
feelts nothing in himſelf,nor in any creature 
for the preſent ; and what work he followes 


will aot give over till he ſees ſomething come 
of it : if he followes God for a broken heart, 


he will pray and meditate, and pray and 


meditate again, and again, ifit were a thou- 


till the work comes to ſome effeft; And. ſo 
for power over a corruption , and ſtrength 
in any grace z where there is truth of grace, 


| Hence that place of our Saviour : Matth. 
12,20; where he ſaycs, he will not quench 
the ſmoaking flax, , nor break the bruiſed 


|£eed, till he ſend, forth judgement into vi- 


ity: 1f we obſerve the place of the Pro- 
tet from whence this is taken, «Which is Z- 


«- 


there will be working like fire that never| 
leaves working till it breaks forth, & gets the 
victory. | 


the Lordin, he will not leave imperfeR; he| 


ſand times, and a thouſand times over again, | 


lj 43.3: the wotds ate, He ſhall bring forth 


+Þ  guagenent' | 
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{ingood deſites it. hath, nor in gifts it re. 


muſt have ſome impreſſion of. God upon it, | 


* _ 
. 


| judgment unto trath: noting that whereſover 
| here is oth, [there will be viory : Chriſt 
[will nour:ſhche ſmoaking flax, that is, the 
[leaſt work of arace , till Judgement, thar is, 
this-work of Sindification be brought into 
vitory, and-overcone What opoſeth it, If! 
he brings any beginings of grace totruth, the 
vicorv is already gotten, Itis reported of 
Maſter Bra-fora, that he would never leave 
off when he was in holy duties, till he found 
ſomething comming in z as.in confeilion of 
finne, till he found his be-rt melt and break 
for finne'; inſecking pardon, till he found 


cionf;om God of his love; and fo forgrace, 
till he found his heart warmed andquickned, 
It. is an excellent thirg indeed, to reſolve to 
follow the Lord induty. hoxſoever, though 
nothing ſhould come in by it to out ſelves : 
bur yetchehzarr that is right, Will never be 
fatisfied in the p:: formance of a duty, ti! it 


find ſome manifeſtation of Gods preſence 
in it; ſore work of God put forth up- 
onit by-it ; it will not reſt in daty perform. 
ed ; it is not ſatisfied in good inclinations, 


ceives, nar in comforts it findes in the crea- 
ture, nor in enlargements and more inward 
joyes, bur ic muſt have grace, and God, it 


to carry with it as a: Seale. of that preſence 
of God it did enjoy, in the duty: it ſo ſtrives, 


A gracious Spirit, "i ; 


ome quieting of his ſpirit, in ſome intima- |: 


with the Lord,as it reſolvs notto let him "Fl 
till it bath gora. bleſſing. It is a. very foe 
exprefli. !, 
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expreſſion that Saint Bernard bath to this 
purpoſe intwo or three words; O whata 
mercy were it. continuajly to enjoy that 
which he ſaith }@ - Lord, fayth he, 1 never 


he never leaves offduty, till he gets the pre- 
ſence of God, and ſo carries the Lotd atong 
with him, Oh, how often do we go from 
God withour God ! We think it encugh 
that we have been beforebim in holy-duties, 
though indeed: we ſtill abide ſtrangers to 
him, and he to us, How ofren doth God 
ſend us empty; away from his preſence, 
Which we ſhould account a ſore ahd: griev- 
ous.affi&ion ? Burt bere is che miſery, we 
are not ſenſible of thiszif we have our deſires 
in the creature, we are quicted and ſatisfied: 
whereas if our hearts were fully after the 
Lord as they ought,when we are before him, 


| we ſhould cry to bim, as Moſes in-another 


caſe, Fxod,z 3. Except thy preſence go with me, 
Lordjend me not hence 6 

-. 9. One that followes God fully, is wil- 
ling to engage and binde himſelfro God,by 
the moſt full and ſtrong b ads, ard engap- 
ments that can be ; bis ſpirit is at the great- 
eſt hberty when þe1s moſt ſtrongly. bound 
to the Lord. Thar place in the-2a Chron.15. 
13, is very obſervable for this; 4/« and his' 
people enter into a "covenant 1o (rek the 


 Whoſoever wonld nor ſeek 'theLord God, 


| ] {ould be pur-to-death, whether: pal] or 
1h pI | P 3 


the 


Lord God of. their Fathers, with all their' 
\beart, and -with all cheir ſoul; yet ſo, as' 


, Nh anabs ; . 
por Ava) from thee, 'withowt thee ; he means 16> ©9143 tere- 


» cedo. 


| 193 


ern, 
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che Lord with ſhoatings,” and with Trom- 
pets, and with Cornets :'' Bat Were they 
| notafrerwardstroubledthat they had tied*8& 


thought ir þetter ro have beenatmoreliber. 
ty 2 Noſurely, for verſe 15:the Text ſayes, 
That all Jadih rejojcedin the oath, and-this 
|reafon is given, Becauſe they had ſworn with 


| whole ſoul. When any ſeek God with their 
| whole beart,with their whole ſoul,they are 
not onely willing {to .engape/ themſelves: to 
| God, but they rejoyce in theit-engagements. 
| This Nehemiah whoſe heart 'was' fully 'fet 
'for God, did bimſelf, and got tlie Prinee, 
the Pricſts;Levitcs,and people,to mskea ſore 
coyenant,to write itto feale*ir, (haps9-38. 
| And asif this were not engagementenough, 
| [they further enter into a curſe; and into an 
oath to walkin Gods Law,to obſerve and do 
all the Commandements of the Lord, and'his 


ee eee, 


ſcovers the fulneſſe of his fpiritin following 
after the Lord,in that he not-onely promiſes 


ments of the Lord, P/a.119 196, It'is a figne 
| chat mens hearts are notfully taken off from 
their fin,when they do not fully come of in 
the Covenznt of the Lord No,may ſome ſay, 
itis becanſe we often covenant with God , 


covenant with-him; & therfore we areaftzid 
| to enter 1at0- covenant: any more. Ts it'm 


« 
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. 


{great, man or woman; and they (ware unto 


-| bound -chemfclves >: Would 'they\ not: have 


Judgements;and his Statutes.Thus David di-| 


bur ſweares he wil keep the righteous Judge-| 


and find we are overcome apain, & do break| 
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all their htart, and ſought him with thein,| 
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betcer not to. covenant, than not torperforem.; 
I anſwer, Icistrue,if men covenant, and 
wilfully negle&, they were. better. not t 
covenant at all ; but yet when we enter into 
covenant, we have the teſtimony. of our con- 
(ciences,that we labouras in the ſightof God, 
to fulfill our covenants we make, and it is 
the burthen of our ſoules that we f:ile in 
them ; then I fay, that we are ſtill ro go. 
on, and engage. our ſelves further; our 
covenants do not aggravateour finne ; but. 
intimethey willhelp us againſt our finne : 
this is one Way that God hath appointed to. 
ſtreegrhen us,and therfore we mult not com» 
plaine of weaknels, and yet negleR any way 
appointed by God, to get ſtrength by. 

19 To follow God fully .is to abide in all 
theſe, conſtant to the, end of our dayes;that 
is, we muſt be conftant in Gods wayes, not 
think it en-pgh to enter into them by fits 
andfiarts, but the wayes of God muſt beour 
ordinary track, Prov.16.17. The high way 
of the mpright ts to depart from evill ; It is his 
common road, and con{ht courſe : and we 
muſt continue faithfull before the Lord unto 
the death. Itis the commendation of Heze. 
chiah, 2 Kings .$.6. Heclave unto the Lord 
and departed not. And Davia,P/am.119.113. 
be faith, He hath inclined his heart to perform 
Gods Statutes alway;but as if that expreſſion 
were not enongh'to fi>nifie his ,cortinuance, 
he addes, even wwte the end.. T0617 9. The 
rig hteons holds on his Way, A beart that bach 
| given up ir. ſelf fully co God ,doth never tote 
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ſake him. There is no Apoſtate in the world, 
- | but if we could cracethim along in his waies, 
ro'his very begioning, we mighe find, that in 
the ent:ance of his profeſſion, there was not 
a full giving up birfclf tro God, there was 
not an abſolute ſurrender made of all that he 
| was, and had, unto the Lord. It may: be 
| ſaid of him, as it was of ' Amaziah, That 
| though he did that which was riyht in the fight 
' of the L1rd , yet he didit not with a perfef® 
| heart. 
| There are three reaſons why it muſt needs 
' be;thar man which follewes God fully,nigſt 
| needs follow him conſtantly and for ever, 
Firſt, becauſe where cver che Lord brings 
any to follow him fully , he cauſeth ſach 
a perfect breach between fin and. that ſol, 
as there+is no poſlibility that ever there 
ſhould be a reconciliation made, that the| 
| brezch ſhould be made up again. An unſound 
| hearr fo falls out with his ſirne as there is a 
poſſibilicy of reconcilcment, and therefore 
when ſuch a onefinds trouble inGods ſervice 
be is willing to enter into parly again, upon 
terms of agreement with his fin : but it js 
\not-ſo'with a truly godly heartzthere is fach 
abreach made, as there is no hope of recon- 
ciliation. It was Achitopbel policie to pet 
| Abſolen to ftick ro him , ſo asnever to leave 
him, To tske away the teare that there mighe 
be, leſt 4b/olon in time might be reconciled 
to his father, and (o leave bim, therefore he 
ſought to make ſach a +breath detween him 
and'his father, as there ſhouldnever be uy 
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|[berween themagaine, As t'e Devill when 
he would draw one to be his for ever, he| 
[ſeekes to make great breaches between God | 


| +20oxy he labours to make ſuch a breach 
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hope of reconciliation, and fo he mighe be 


people thar joyned wich him, and therfore 


followers never to leave hint, to make fſach 
breaches between finnc and th:ir ſonles at 
firſt, ſo as there may never be hope of peace 


and him, thar if he ſhon'd have ever any 
thoughts of returning,he may diſcourage and 
finke hi- ſpirit with thoughts cf deſpatre;tel- 
ling hint there is no hope of good in return- 
ing that way, and therefore ic were better 
for him to continue as he is, as Jer. 3:25. 


loved ſirangers, and after them will 1 goe. 
whenthe Devill gets one who: hath been 
forward inthe profeſſion of religion to A- 


eeween him and his former courſe, as not 
onely to fall off from it, ' but to hate it, -and 
| fo perfecuteir, and to turn deadly enemy 
'to it, and then both the Devilland wicked 
men think, they are fure of him for ever : 
ant indeed itis very ſcldome that ever ſuch 
a one returnes. Biſhop Larimer ina Sermon 
before King Edward, tels of one who fell 


T hou ſaieſt, there is no hepe ; Ne, for 1 have | 
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the farer to keep conſtant to him, a: d'the'| 
b, 
he adviſed , that A/e/on ſhould go into his} 
Fathers Concubines upon the houſe top, in} 
che fight of all the people, 2 Sams.16 21,22. | 
It is the wiſdome of God , that he may have} 


P 4 .. - touched 


away'from:the known truth, andafrer tell . 
to mocking and ſcorningit, *8-yet was after | 


" he. 
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touched in We we it; beware of "this? 
fin,layes Latimer; for I have known no more} - 
but this. one man, that ever. fell from che | 
truch,and af:crwards repented; I haye known 
many fall, bat never any but this repent. Now 
the breach berween fin and the Soul in con- 
verſion,is as'great as: between God and the 
Soul it the Aopſtaſie: yea, greater : for there) 
is a poſſibility of reconciliation in the one, 
but never in the other : and therefore as the 
ane, becauſe of this great breach between]. 
God and his ſoul, duth follow the Devill] 
and his deſtruion for ever ;ſo the other,be- 
cauſe of the breach between ſin and the ſoul, 
doth follow the Lord, and his falvation for; 
ever: asin the one, thegif:s of Gods Spirit 
are ſo caſt out, as uſually they never return 
againzſo in the other,the unclean ſpirit is ſo: 
caſt out, as jt never comes back again. 

2, Aſccond Reaſon why chat man that 
 followes:the Lord fully, muſt needs follow 
| him for ever, is, becauſe ar the firſt giving 
ap himſelf ro God, he was content to let go 
all other holds,and al other hopesinal crea- 
 tare- comforts whatſoever , and fo to vyen- 
| turehimſelt upon Ged, asto be content .to|. 
be miſerable for ever if he find not enongh 
in God to make him happy : he hath ſo let 
all other things/go, as ifhe ſhould faile here, 
he hath no whether co retire , he had reſer- 
ved no way, no means for to help himſelf 
by, if he ſhoyld miſcarry here; he hath laid 
all che weight of all his. comforts, of al bis 
| hopes, of all kighapplarſonpen che 0s } 
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jt follows God fully. 
he hath no other prop that hedoth or can ex- 
peR any ſupport by , there is a bleſſed ne- 
ceflicy upon him to follow the Lord for.cver, 
and'this necefſlicy the ſoul is glad of, and chis 
is the reaſon why God in his firft bringing a 
ſoul home to himſelf, uſech fo much meanes 
to rake jt off from all other things ; namely, 
that ic might” follow him for ever. Asit is 
reperted of Williams the Conquerour,' when 
he came toinvade England, and had'landed 
his Souldiers, he ſent back his ſhips, chat 
fo they night have no hope of retreating 
back again, and ſo they were put upona 
neceſſity of fighting it out to the utmoſt, 
Thos the Lord takes off the foul from 
its former hopes and props, that ic may have 
no lingrings after any thing but himſelf,bur 
{.chroughly fight the good fight of - faith, 
and with refo!ution hold on its courſe to 
the end. Bur it is otherwiſe with a falſe 
.unſound heart ; . though ſuch a one may 
follow God in many glorious performances, 
yet it ſecretly reſerves ſomething r Gee 


of failing here; When it enters upon Go 

wayes, itis enlightned ſo farre,as ir thinks 
ſome good may be had here, yea, ithath a 
taſte, it may be, of much ſweetneſle in thee 


wayes, bur dares nor venture all npon them;| 
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he would be glad co have ſomething to retire 
to, incaſe he ſhould faile here; he reſerves 
a back doore , that he might turn anothe 
way, if this way ſhould prove troubleſom 
and dangerous ; he enters upon Gods wai 
{not Without ſuſpitions and mance . 
Oy the 
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har poſſibly he may meet with ſuch incon- 
yeniences as may make him to wiſh: he had 
been more wiſe, and not puthimſelf in too 


| a one there's a holy kind” of deſperateneſſe, 


farre; he ſecs many others, who bein 
deeply ingaged,and gone on ſofarre inth 
| waies, wherin they meet with much trouble, 
' many fore & heavy afflitions; andthey think 
' they do, or at leaſt may repent themſelves , 
and wiſh they had not ventured themſelves 
fo far,as that now they know not how te go 
back again;and if they were to bepin again, 
/bethinks they wonld be wiſer,and hearkxen 


'to grave advice for more moderation: 


The King of Navarre told Beza,he would 
launch no further into the Sea,then he might 
be ſureco return ſafe unto the Haven;though 
he ſhewed ſome countenance to Religion, 
yet he would be ſure to ſave himſelf, Many 
think it wiſdome not to venture, all in one 
bottome. It was once the ſpeech of a deep 
Politician, that ic was good to fol:ow the 
truth, butnot to follow it too neare at: the 
' beeles, leſt it daſht out hisbraines. Anavias 
and Sapphira would be Chriſtians,they would 
joyn With the Apoſtles, they ſaw great 
things were done by them ;their poſſeſſions 
muſt be ſold, -and the money laid at the A- 


| poſtles feet; but ſomething muſt be reſeryed, 


1n caſe they ſhould want afterwards, and 
then repent them. they had gone ſo far,whben| 
it ſhould be too late; & this is the very root 
of Apoſtaſic , . but it is otherwiſe with a 
lincere heart that followes God (ully,jnfuch 


'| to for ever, and follow after for ever. 
3- The ſoul chat follawes God fully, will] 
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follows God folly, = 
ſoro caſt it ſelf gpon God and his wayes, as 


never to expeR any comfort, any good, br 
there; and therefore this is thar icmuſt reſt 


follow-him for ever, becauſe in the ful fol- 


eace, joy, fatisfaRtion, as it is for ever 

etled and confirmed in this way : There is 
never eaſe, (weetneſs, and full contentment 
in Gods wayes, untill the heart comes 0 
fully; til then it is diſtraRed with jealoukies, 
feares, doubts, lingrings after ſome other 
'way, many temptations peſtering the ſpirit 
continually : but when ic is fully come off, 
then it goes 0N with eaſe, it is ſatisfied, and 
bleſſeth it ſelf in the way wherin it is ; tem- 
ptations vaniſh, the ſoul is freed from much 


lowing of the Lord, itfiades ſo much eaſe,j 


Tutiores viyi- 
mus, þ torn 
Deodamus ; 
non dutem nos 
ut ex parte, 
nobis exparte 


diftraion and trouble. As the Ship that is 
part inthe mud, and part in the water, 1 
__ up and down, and beats vp and 


in pieces; but if -it be taken off from the 

mud , andbe putinto the full (treame, it 

goes with caſe and ſafety, Thus it is with a 

mans heart : while it ſtickes party int 
0 


mud of the World, or filth of any luſt, and 
conviction of conſcience ſtrives to raiſe it 
but it is not fully takew off, there is nothin 
but vexation and trouble in that ſoul: þ 
when it is taken off, and gives up it ſelf fally 
to God in his bleſſed and holy wayes z O 
that ſweet & bleſſed eaſe that now it finds 


res 


When a man halts, the way — 
i 


cComultimus. 
Aug. de bono 


perſeyerant. 
C, 6 


own, ſoas in alittle time it beats- it ſelf all] © 6: 


= 3 


, - "delight in Gods wayes. 


| God tully. 


A'gractons Spirit, 
)  — = Fans 
| him, he is ſoon weary, and gives aver ; but 
when he is ſound, the way is cafe, he holds 
on his way to the end:(o when there is falſe- 
nefſe in mensheart, they do but halt in the 
| wayes of God, they quickly find them redi- 
ous; but others who are of ſound ſpirics, 
they fiade them delightfull, and goe on 
with ſtrengeh,& hold on to the cnd.1 he rea- 
font that Philoſophers give why che heavens 
are incorrnptible, is, becauſe che ſorme 
 efcthemis ſo. excel! enr, as it wholly filsup 
'the ucmoſt capacity of the matter : ſo the 
| reaſon of che holding on of the uprighe heart 
(is, the full ſarisfaRtion of it, che filling up 
| the full capacity ot it, with contentmeat and 


—_— 


Thus bave.you heard what j it isto follow 


Crap. IT, 


T he excellency of this frame of Spirit in four 
things. | 


Fj He ſecond thing propounded in the 
point, was, to ſhew wherein excellency: 
of ſuch a kinde of frame of Spirit lies; take- 
itin Ret og Bah eruly to ho- 
nour God as,a God, except God be honor- 


edas infinite 'be is not honored -as God, ; 
now it is the ful following him that onely. 
honours him as infinite ; where Godisfol: 
lowedand not thus he is followed.no 


other 


| 


——J 


np! 


th. 


wiſe than a Creature may be followed ; this: 
is not therefore to hotiout him as a 'God,; 
bar rather itis a diſhonour to-'that infifire. 
Excellency and bleſſedneſſeof his, whereby 
he is infinitdy above all that Creatures! 
are; or that they-are any way capable of. 
-| The great thing that God aimed at in' the: 
creating of the Heavens and-Earth, wasthat 
he might by Angels and Men,' be honoured: 
as 2' G O D,and therefore that which gives 
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him chis , hath'true and much excellency in 
| © Secondly," this ' full following” of God, 
| doth much honour the work of Grace,-and 
the profeflion of -Godlinefſs; "it Thewes:a; 
Reality, Power, Excellency'and Beauty in 
_ [ie3:it ſhews chatir proceeds out of the ful- 
neſſe of Jeſus Chriſt, ſuch: as bath high and 
-heavenly principles ; whenthere is power, 
 |proportion, and conſtancy in amahs wayes, 
here muſt needs be mach beauty in them; 
there is a forcing of convition-from' the 
 [conſciences of evill men bythem:this takes, 
away all pretentes from meo, **that they: 


of gedlineſſe ; they know not how to- op- 
poſe and perſecute them ; when they can 
ſee no flaw , when,though they watch-what 
they can, yetthey can fee nothing unſurable 
to their principles, The principles of godli- 
nefſe for the molt part are acknowledged by 

the'conpſciences of the worſt, who have any 
[lightin them;and:therefore when all a mans 


kwow nor how to-ſpeak evill 'of the 'wayes | 


ayes are ſntable'to. theſe," it-pats Wicked 


men| 


_ 


—— 


—— 


A gracious Spirit, | 
men to aſtand ; they koow not what to ſay 


| «gainſt ſuch-men, nor againſt their way; 


bur their own thonghts tel] chem;that ſu ely 
there is ſomething in theſe then, that hath 
reality, and power, and divine excellency in 
it, that is ffom-none other but from God 
bimfclf. 

Thirdly, this hath ſack excellency in it, 
as that God himſelf boaſts of ſuch as theſe 
are ; asthey. glory in the Lord, bleſſe them- 
ſelves in the Lord ; ſo the Lord ſeerns to 
glory in them, and to account his name bleſ- 
ſed by them ; a&you may-ſce how God' re- 
| joyces in, and makes his boaſt of Jþ (hap. 
1. verſe 8. Haſt thaw confidered my ſervant ob, 
that there is none like him in the earth, 4 per- 
fell and an upright max? And ſo» of David, 
I have fatrnd a man after mine own h. art 
which ſhall fulfill all my will: So of thoſe we 
read in Revei 4 Theſe are they which were not 
defiled ; and again, Theſe are they which fel- 
low:the Lambs whitherſoever, he geeth , and 
-8ain 1n the ſame verſe, Theſe were redeem- 
ed from among men, being the firſt fruits unto 
70d, and the Lame, andis their month was 
found no wile; 1 / wo 
| Fourthly,chis following of the Lord fully, 
doth ever ateain irs end; ir proſpers in that 
it wo: ks for in wharſoever thing any ſoul 
follows che Lord fully, it ſhal' be ſore to 
acc-mpliſhchat jr aymes at, and to be ſarig- 
fied in thar itwonld have 3 Ag Hol. 6. The 
ſhall we know, if we follow on to know the Lord: | 


= 


Thus David, '1n-Pſal.63-' where bis; foul 
SE thirſted 
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God. 


| f thus to follow the Lord folly, be ſo ex: 


[thoſe rebuked, whoſe ſpirits are not foll. in 


[fall,and moſt miſerably vaniſhin ic. 


[ments and conſciences arefor Gpd,buttheir | 


| while their-conſciences draw-one way; and | | 
their luſts another'! it is not ſo great an evill | 


Idoe not fill up.this blefſed work of following 


4. 
p x 
, " 
= 


follows od falh. -_ 


his ſoul followed after him ; he ſaith him- 
ſelf in the ſatne P/alme,thar Gods ri 


and his mouth ſhould praiſe the Lord with 
joyfull lips ;-and the King ſhall rejoyce in 


EE —cR. 


Sap. 111, | 


Rebuke to divers forts, whoſe ſpirit are not 
fell in folowing after the Lord. 


cellent, if chis fulneſs of ſpigit be ſuch an! 
honour unto Gods people, then juſtly are! 


following the-Lord, who acknowledge the | 
Lord worthy, to be followed.;. but their ſpi- | 
rits are ſleight and vain, their hearts are: 
ſtrairned in the wayes of the, Lord ; they 


after the Lord;their hearts doe. moſt balely 


As firſt, ſome are coovinced,eheir jud 79 


laſts carty them violently another way's Oh 
the miſerable corment of theſ@mens{pirits, 


to. bave wilde Horſes tied to the wembers of | 


ighc hand/| 
| did now uphold him,and that his ſoul ſhould 
be ſatisfied, as with marrow and fatneſs ; | 


ones bod ing of them by drawing.con- 
_ I OY F Secohd: 
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thirfted after God, his fleſh longed for him, | 
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Secondly, others relt in their good incli- 
would fain do better, and they hope God 


of Gods wayes,and ſpeak well of good men, 
and therefore they think their hearts arefor 
God : but theſe deſires and good motions, 
are bur as little buds and fprigs that come out 


neyer grow up to bear 1 
yet farre from following the Lord fully and 
ſavingly ; for, | - 

I Their judements are not yet inlightned 
not throughly convinced of the poyſon & 


God; they fee not the dreadfull authority 
of God in every truth'; they think it were 
well if things were amended, it were good 


we have all eur infirmities: and though they 
do not as others do, yet they hope their 
hearts are good towarls God ; were it not 
for ſome inconveniences they are like to 


more than they do. But whart is this, to that 


mighty work of God upon this ſpirit, con- 
vincing of the infinite neceſlity, equity, | 


beauty of his bleſſed wayes Þ Whatis this to 
rity 2 Thoſe whoſe hearts the ord tykes 


from other things, to work fully 


Elf, he beginst 


Ee mmm 
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of the roots of Trees, or frem the nuddle of 
their bedy, which come tgg nothing, they 
oMrait z theſe are | 


that fight of Gods infinite, nem nina | 


after bil | 
as with them,inthie Lf | 


— 


nations, their good defies ; they lay ef : I 


will accept thewill for the deed ; they like | 


) infinite evil thereis in ſin; of that abſolute | 
infinite neceſſicy there is the holy wayes of | 


if more were done then this ; God help us, | 


meet Withall, they covld be content to do | 
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binders. the bleſſing, not bemoaning their 


pats i td EO Rar tharks bans 44.5 LSB tz thi dB. tion pe 
follows God fully. 


full enl:gbcning , and conyincing of their 


.. 2 Theſenever were madeſcnſible of their 
inability to have holy deſires afrer God, ſo 
as to ſee any need of any ſpeciall work of the 
holy Ghoſt, . to raiſe ſach deſires in their 
hearts. Thoſe who are not ſenſible of thei; 
inabilry to holy defirs, though they may have 
many flaſbes like unto holy deſires, ye: they 
are wholly ſtrangers to thoſe deſires after 
God; which ate truly holy. : | 

3 Theſe prize not the meanes of grace, 
they long not afcer them, they will not la- 
bour, they will not be ar charge, they will 
nat endure hardſhip to attain them, they are 
not conſcionable in the uſe of them, in any 
power ; they uſe not all means; if one way 


| will not bring their deſires toeffeR, they try] 


not other wayes; they are. not ſolicitons 


much after them, but reſt themſelves.in che 
bare ule ofthe m, not examining not ſearch. 
ing their hearts, to ſee what is 1n them thar 


unprofitableneſſe-under means.” | 

4 Their deſires are sot ſtrang, unſatiable; 
other concen: ments quiet their hearts; Time 
wears away the ſtrength of their .defi es, 
though they be as farre from the enjoyment 
of the things that were deſired, as they were 


are not working conſtant endeavours; they 


do not dedicate, devote, vive up themſelves, 
1: what] 


about the ſucceſſ? of means , they.look nor} 


- $ Their endeavours are not powerful, they | 
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Gracecannot 


{bc had th 


doing nothing 
Nemo (&4/« fit 
{api ns. Sen, 
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7 and thoughes, to plorand contrive, how he 
1 migkt beſt come to the fulfilling of them, 
| Pſalm 27.4. One thing have T1 deſired, and 


4 chatit ſhal not be with them as'ithath been; 


4 they will ſet apon a'new courſe of life,thin 
ſhall be reformed, and their-lives ſhall 


A gracious Sport, 


| wkarever they are, or have, tothe ſeeking 
{after the Lord; their conſciences cannot 
relthem char the ſtreng:h of their hearts, 


inthet19. Pſalm 48.v-ſaith, That he Would 

ift mp his hands rn'0 Gods Commanacments, 
which he had loved ; ani he would maitate 
& his Statutes: He did notthink it enough 
to have a love to, to have ſome wiſhes,- and 
delires, r&keep Gods Commandements, but. 
1he would life up bis hands to them,, he: 
| wou'd {ec himfelfon work in labouring to! 
| obey chem ; he would medrtate,ſer his mind 


that will I ſeth after, Certainly thoſe ſleight, 
vain defires, and wiſhes that there are in 


«a. 
my 


{and endeavonrs,is after -ocher things: David | 


| 


maay peoples hearts, are not the following 
this bleed God fully, they are bar the dal- 
Iyings,znd criflings with God and their own 
ſoules ; rhey areſofarfrom bringing them 
untoGod, as they prove co be th:ir deſtru- 
tion: The d-fprevof the flothfull killeth bins, 


| for his bands refuſe to labour , Prove21.25, 


Thirdly , others haye good retolutions| 
now & then in ſome good moeds;the truths| 
of God comedarting in with ſome power, 
a5 they cannot bur yeeld to them, and then 
they are reſolved that they will doe better, 


oh. 


changed ; but yec theſe vaniſh coo, they 


— 


follow || 


y_ a Fm & way Tout > nb 


oe 
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" Hle& of God, and the former finfulneſſe of 


ſuch @ heart in them; how farre arethey from 
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|the5, Dext 27. whoſcemed to bave ſtrong. 
reſolations towalkin Gods wayes: Go thow/| - 


follows God fully. © 
follow not Gad fully; they are as. thoſe in| 


nearer, ſay they ro Moſes, and beare all that 
the Lord God ſhall ſay, and ſpeaks theu unto 
us all that the Lord our Gold ſhall ſpeake unto 
thee, and we will beare it ,, anddo it, But- as 
the Lord ſaid there concerning 'them, verſe 
29.50 1 may ſay of theſe, Ob that there were 


bavieg yer a beart. co follow God fully. -.: 


For, 1.Their reſolutions are not fraits of |. 


their deep Humiliation, for their former neg- 


their wayes; They are,onely to procure peace 
unto themſelves for the preſent, their hearts 
being ſtirred by the power of the truch darts 
ed in. | | | 
2 They ariſe not from changed principles, 
froma renewed nature, from qut, of love to 
the Lord and his ble{kd wayes ; bence they 
vaniſh, and they never bring them vp unto 
the Lord. yorE 
Fourthly, others have ftrong, ſudden af- 
fetions, they feel ſomerimes ſome,meltings, 
in ſorrow for (in,in hearing the bleſſed truth 
of God revealed torithem; they, feel ſor 
ſweetneſs inthe working of truths upgtithe; 
hearts, they arc ſenſibleot ſomejoyes W NO 
things, they have arafte ofthe! 


— 


world. to.come: When they U 
Hwy or ſee his bedy brok 
blood ſhed in the Sacrament, they th 


theraſclves;Oh that Jeſus Chriſt ſhou!d cor 
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pracions' Spirit, 


from heaven to ſave ſuch poor wretches as 
we"are, that be (ſhould ſhed his pretious 
brood, that he ſhould die for ſuch vile finners 
yet cheſe are a great way off from following 
the Lard fully: 195, Mgr 

" For, 11, Theſe affe&ions are ſudden and 
flaſbing ; thetraths of God paſſe by them, 
leaving a little glimmering behind them; or 
as water paſſerh thorow a Condvit, and 


[leaves adew; but they ſoak not into the 


heart, as the water ſoakes into the earth to 


| make it fruitfall. | | 


2 Theſe are ſtirred with the pardoring, 
comforting, faving mercies of God, bur not 
with the humbling, 'renewing ſanRifying 
mercies: When the Word puts them upon 
any hard thing cofleſh and blood, it is un- 
ſavoury to them,their hearts turn from it.” If 
the Word urgeth ro ſtrift examination of 
themſelves, if it puts them upon the finding 
out of the deceits of their ſpirit, their ſecrer 
corruptions,and would ſtrain them to higher 
duties than their principles reach unto, then 
their ſpirits fly off ; they ſeek to bleſſe them. 
ſeives in that they have already, and think 
that theſe thirgs trouble. people more than 
ds; andif G O D ſhould not be merci- 

touch who finde ſuch affeRions, ſuch 
s ofhearts as we do,then Lord what 


eoras? 
” flaſhy afeRions do not ariſe 
Firuall judgement, apprehending the 
cies of ſpirituall godlinefle,” after a 

| rinall | 
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|#t ? and verſe 66, From that time many of 


ſpirituall.and heavenly chings, aretcoo roo 


when they come to find the good things of 
the wayes of God to be ſpirituall and hea- 
venly; not ſatable to thoſe apprehenfions 
they had of chem,their hearts are then taken 
off, as choſe we read of in the 6,of John 34. 
verſe; when Chriſt to!'d them, That the 
bread of God 5 he which commceth drwn from 
beaven, and giveth life unto the world, Oh 
ſay they, Lord ever give ua this bread? their 
hearts were up and exceedingly ſtirred ? Wel 
as if Chriſt ſhould have ſaid, Y ou ſhall have ir, 
1 am the bread of life ; He that commeth unto 
me ſoall never hunger , he that beleeveth in 
me ſoall never thirſt;as if he ſhould have ſaid; 
This muſt be done by faith, you muft feed 
uponmy fleſh by faith, and drink of my 
bloed by faith, but now they having ap- 
prehended a ſtrange kind of bread from 
heaven before, and afterwards, hearing of 
no other, but comming to Chriſt, and be- 
leeving in Chriſt, they were deceived of 
their expeRations, and ſowere offended, & 
now their affeRionsfall; for verſe 41, they 
begin ro murmure at him,and verſe 60.they | 
ſaid, 1t wes an hardſaying, who conld beare | 


them went back, & walked no more with bins. 
The like example we find in the Galatians 
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carnall and ſenſitive > Hence afterwards 


at the firft they would have pluckt/ out. etl 
eyes for Saint PF ax, their affetions wer 
ſtirred by his Miniſtery, they appre 
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| ſpirituall manner ; their 8pprehenſions of | 
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A gracious Spirtt, 


ſome great matters in the meſſage of the 
Goſoelthat Saint Paul brought; but'after- 
wards, finding that thoſe greatand excellent 
things that the Goſpel ſpake of, were onely 
ſpirituall,which their carnall hearts had lirtle 
$kill of, and could nocreliſh heir affeRions 
were ſoon cooled , and they fell off from 
Saint Paul. Take heed therefore -of reſting 
to theſe liſhy affe&ions; for if you do, when 
theſe aregone,your hearts will be left in dark- 
neſſe, Many examples are known of ſuch, 
who have proved to be inolt vile Apoltates ; 
yet time Was Wherein they have had many 
meltings,much ſudden ſtrong Joy,ſo as they 


have profeſſed, that the joy they have found, | 
[hath been ſo great, that if it had continned 
' | but a while, they could not have lived but 


their ſpirits would have expired, A ſolid 
work of the ſoul proceeding trom an humble 
broken heart, caſting ir ſelf upon the faith- 


the promiſe, for.pardoning and ſanRifying 
mercy , and there reſting, ſo as willing to 
venture it {elf there for ever, though it bath 
no preſent {ence of joy, yet itisfarre more 
to be prized than the ſtrongeſt of theſe ſud- 
den flaſhes of aff:Rion. Theſe flaſhy affeRi- 


ons which have not principles to maintain}? 


them,are.like Conduits in the Citie running 
with 


ſ | | T- . 
bold; .they are like Land-floods, which 
ſeem-to be a great Sea, but come te nothing 


in a day or two ; As there may be flaſhes of} 
; Nr, terror 


— 
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| falneſſe and freeneſſe of thegrace of God in| 


wie Ofc coronation of princes, or| 
cher great triumph, but it will not 
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given, and yet God ſaith, Dewe-$.29.0h1l ar 


. {Rirred,ſo that one would have thought, chey 


DET 


terror, and yet yo true fſeare of God. The 
Ifraclices were terrified when,the Law was 
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Pe 


at 


there were a hears that they wouldfeare me Bb) % 

So there m3y be fla{hes of joy, defireyforrow, } | 
and yet no-true ſanified joy, defire,or for- 
row atall. There is mach deceit in mens affe- *4 
ions > AﬀeRions not well prireipled,, not 
well grounded, foon vanifhy time will wear: 
chem away. The people of Ifr2et at the gi 
vingof the Law, had their aff ions muck 


—— 


had been engaged unto the, Lord for ever ; 
and yet within: fourty days thetr hearts were 
ſo takenoff from God and bis Law, as if| 
God had neyer made himſelf known uae | 
them$they cal to eLarow :0-make them gods 
to go-bcfore them, and ſay to- the molten} \ 
Calte, Theſe be thy gods, O Iſrael, whichi 
brought thee out of the Landof Egyps. Ane | 
ther notable example we have of peopk} 
whoſe affeRionsare ftrong for the prefenc 
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of Hoſea 1. when Ephrains [pake,trembling- | 
He exabted himſelf in 1ſreal,, but when he | | 
offen ded in Bail, be died : When Ephrains' Sarffinsim 


4 
x ' 


\ | 


ſpake, that is, when Zeroboaw, who was of | Holtz» | 


the Tribe of Ephraim, dechired bis purpolt} 
co alter the worſhip of God, the peopic ar 
firſt were exceedingly af&:Red with it, and} 
they ſtood all trembling at fuck « range 
thing as that was, the very whveght vi nt 
made their hearts toſhake,decauſe they knew 
how jealous a God the Lord was Kut Fe- | 
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and yet worn away 1n a little exme,in the x3 | ; { 


Q 4 '  roheard' _— 
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| heartleſſe pebple, fit to receive or do any 


A gracious Spirit, 


-—— ——— -- _—— 


remper, in a Juke-warme courſe, they like 
well of Religion and profeſſion, but what 
need men goe ſo farre, what 'need they 
doe ſo moch > As Pharaoh ſaid ro the Iſrael- 
ites Exod.8.28. 1 will let you goe, onely you 
feall not goe farre a way. The judgement of 
theſe men is fora middle way,they are mixed 
ſpirited men, like Ephraim, Hoſea 7.'s. 
mixed with the people, as a cake not turn: 
ed,” halfe baked and halfe dough; they go 
on in at ordinary track of pertorming the: 
dyties of religion without any growth ; or 
any ſenſibleneſſe of the want of growth;they 
ſet upon ſome faire way of religion, which 
they perſwade*themſelves is enough, and: 


content to make ufe of Chriſt , and the 
rofeſſion of Religion, ſo farre as may 
erve their owne tarnes : but to entertain 
Chirſt and his trath, as an abſolute Lord to 


rule them, that their ſpirits'cannot beare; 


in their converſe there is no ribaldry, no 
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thar they mean to hold to ; they are} 


filebineſs; 
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|. © follows God fuly, + 
filthineſs ; ſo there is no warmth, .no heat, 
co refreſh and quicken any gracions ſpiric 
that hath'to deale withthem: in allche du- 


ties of. religion that they have to perform, 
they take no pains with their hearts co work 


God the werk done, ' but doe nor offer 
themſelves to God, they content th:m. 
ſelves with generall, hopes of Gods mercy , 
ppon weak and nnexamined grounds ; they 
never trouble themſelves in calling things 
into queſtion, about their conditions, and 
their eternall eſtatesz they never lay to 
heart the miſeries of Gods Church ; and the 
publick cauſe of God is not deare unto 
them : they have not heat enough to cauſe 
a melting ſpirit , for the diſhonour that 
God hath by themſelves ; much more is thar 
heat wanting , that ſhould keep their hearts 
melting for that deſhonour which God hath 
from others, 
Now this temper is ſo farre from fol- 
lewing the-Lord fully, as it is loahſome 
and abominable ro the Lord, ſs loabſome| 
as he threatens co ſpue ſuch out of his 
mouth. 

It is obſervable., that of all the ſeven 
Churches we read of in the Revelation,there 
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them to God. L#ther calls ſuch kind of men ,| -,;,; 
Cainifts, that is, ſuch as (43x, who offer wo + fre ſuns 


| erentes "N03 
| pus perſon e, 


Luth, decla- 
mar. in Decal, 


Reyel- 3. I6, 


is ſome good ſaid, every one is commened 
for ſomething, only this Church of Zaedzce 

excepted , which was a luke-Warme Church, 
and of this there is no ggod at al 


ſaid ; and yet none of the Condos 


res 


perſonam, ſed 0+ | 


- mrs. 
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- | bleſſe chemfclves in their way ,. as luke- 


- [laid down his Iif-,& hed ks ptetious blood | 


| nour his holy, grear, dreadfuil, and infinire 


A gracious Spirit, 


none of them conceited themfeivsco be ri 


of nothing , as this did, No: people do ſo 


warme people do; and yet no- people more 
abominadlero God chan they. What a di- | 
fhocour is the luke- warme temper to God, | 
as if God were ſuch a God, as ſuch flare, 
flight, dead-hearted formall ſervices aF are| 
performed by them, were ſafficiene ro ho-| 


Majeſty? God pronouncetha curſe in Adab 
I.14-2gainſt chofe who do not offer the beſt 
that poſlibly they can, in ſacrifice ro him 
and gives this reaſon of ir, Bicanſe ny Name' 


"— 


is dreadfult; and I am a great King, ſaith the 
Zord:: As if he ſhould ſay, Thercfvreonely | 


che moſt high and excelent things. that can| 
be performed by the creature, are fit for to 
'be tendred upto me. | | 

This luke-warme temper wrongs Jeſus 


life and vertue in Felus Clriſt,than to inable/|. 
a man to do as they do, What > hath Chriſt 


for the renewing of Gods Image in man,and | 
isit nothing bur this > If Chriſt had never | 


asmuchasthis comes to. [ct isa wrong.to the | 
Holy Spirit likewiſe , for jc is the fpeciall | 
office of the Holy Ghoſt, for to be a Sandti- | 
fier, to frame the hearcto God, ro quicken 


hadthat higheſteem of -i ſelf, as this hady| 


and encreaſed with goods and to.have need | 


Chriſt exceedingly, 18 it chere wereno ocher | 


come into the World, men might have done | 
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the ſoul with the life of grace and holineſſe,f 
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Yard is this allir doth ? This were a poore 
Fork, if there were no more but this. It 
I aiſhonours holineſſe, which is the moſt glo-- 


_—_ 


Ton to humane reaſon, to carnall wiſdome, i 


I things, butin other things their hearts ſtick; 


Þ they come not off folly in them. Agrippa 


& they will not let go their profeſſion, but 


reports of Redwald King of the Eaſt Saxon 
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follows God fully. 


rious thing in the world ; the life of God, 
the Divine Nature ; this makes it as if it 
were nothing,a moral liveleſs,dead-bearted, 
empty thing : this puts holineſſe in ſabjeRi- 


muſt bow to their deſcretion, to the opinion 
and wayes of men; and in truth to their baſe 
luſts, thoughit be in # more cleanly way 
than in others. Be convinced then, that rhi 
« not that following the Lord fully, Which: 
:« the honour of Gods people in his eyes. 
Sixthly, ſome go beyond. this dull loke- 
ware temper,they are very forward in ſome 


faith of himſelf, that Par/ had almoſt per- 
{waded him 3 the words are, Thow perſwa- 
| deft me alittle. The hearts of theſe men are 
divided, as it is ſaid of thoſe in Hoſe 10.2. 


wilt keep their corruption £00. AS Camby 
3, 


the firſt Prince of bis Nation that Was bapti- 
zed, yet in the ſame Church had one Altar 
for Chriſtian religion, and another for ſacri- 
ficesunto Devils : Thus theſe men joyn re- 
ligion and their luſt together, If they let out 


their hearts inordinately to any content- 
ment, & take liberty ſometimes in ſatisfyin 
ſomeluſts, they think towake up all agai 


by forwardneſs and carneſt devotion | 
ſom 
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SHAPE 


| he made deſolate for in Hebrew the word 
ſignifics both co be guilty,and to be deſolate, 
it is too much boldneſs & preſumptuouſneſs 
inmento venty.- fo take liberty to them- 
ſelves,,to chuſe wherein they will yeeld co 


caſt downe our ſonles before the Lord, as 
poore, condemned, vile creatures, to. lie at 
his mercy, in an humble, faithfoll reſigna- 
tion of our felyes up to kim, in all we are, 
or have, which is that honour that God ex- 
pes from us,and is infinitely due unto him, 

While our hearts are thus divided between 
God and other things ; God doth not ac- 
count himſelf obeyed, or honoured at all in 
any thing; all that we ſeem to doe in truth, 
is nothing at all. Hence in Jerews 32.23. the 
Prophet chargeth the people with this, that 
| chey neither walked in Gods Law,and that 
they had done nothing of all that God had 
commanded them to doe ;. and ver.30. he 
ſaith, they had onely done evill, And in 2 
Kings 17.thz people are faid to feare the 


| not the Locd:ſhewing unto us,that where the 
| hea 


. 


Lord,& ſerve their own gods, ver/e 33. & yet| 
inverſe 34 the Text ſayes, that they feared| 


God in ſome things; but in ethers to pre-| 
ſome to ſatisfie themſelves; This is not to| 


- 
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This diviſion of heart the Lord canaot]Fif 
endure, and therefore it followes in that]fſs 
place of Hoſea, They ſoall be foundfawlty;or,| 
as the woids are read by ſome, Nowthey fballf b 


| 


| fomeother thing ; as man ; who get ſurfets, be 
think they can ſweat and purge them outſet 
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nat]FSpiric, we freftrate all. 


Ir, | 


bal beſo exfily convinced in what particulars 
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ts beatr is divided berween God and other | 


1FGod is not feared, he is nothonoured atall.'| 
0t|Fifwe joyn the counſels of the fleſh with the 
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|that-a man which 
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follows God fully, 


hings, there God hath not the heart ar' all, | 


Seventhly, there are others 'who cannot 


they forſake God in any of his wayes : they 
ſeem'to have 2 generall forwardneſſe in; that 
which is good, ' bur the truths, they follow 
themſelves,and not God in all ; they riſe no 
higher than Se/f in all they doezwhichtheir [ 


[own conſciences upon ſearch made, will tel | 


them: the Commandement of God may 
be made the pretence, but'Se/fis the chicte 
Engine, © Se/f is the great mover in all. As 
Phyſitians putting in many operative ingredi- 
ents into their Phyſick, and they are the 
things that work; bur beſides, they put 
in ſomething-to give a colour, -or a little! 
taſte, which neither doth good'nor hurt;that 
hath no operation at all : Thus it is in many 
mens Religion ; felf-ends are the operative 
ingredients iftthat they doe, and the ſhew 
of obedience to: God, is but that which gives 
the colour, that that wbich they doe, may 
have the ms Itis impoſſible, 

ceekes himſelf, ſhould come 
up to this falneſle of ſpirit thar is requiredin 
this following of the Lord:* Hoſes 16 1.it is 
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ſaid, That Ifrael is an empty Vine ; Why, 
ſo? He bringeth forth ftuit unto himſelf 3; 
— forth fruit, but yetis empty , be= 

>" brihgeth ic forth unto himſelf, 


cauſe | 
ud 4 Where 


Fruf/m ade- 
«; {0 


is PHbts 1.54 ee; 
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wy | A gracious Spirit,” 


 isno- further latitude or degree of godlineſs 
minded, but ſach as may be ſerviceable unto 
them. Now they cannot but be low, ſtrait, 


God.in all they do;and therefore their pro- 
feſlion muſt needs be empty and ſcant ; not 
full and powerfull,as it is in the other, A ſelfo 
ſeeking heart isalwayes an empty heart, but 
a gracious heart is fruitfull in all manger 
of fruitfull and - pleaſant fruits, new 


 landold: And what is the reaſon ? 7 have 


Irgſen up egainſt me, as an enemy: it Was || 
_ [far otherwiſe, with them very, lately ; than 
now it is ; Many;are | very hopefull at _ 3 

$3! . 


laid them up for thee, O my beloved, Cant. 
7.v./aſt, Obſerve the deffcrence. J(racl is an 
empty Vine, hebrings forth fruic to him- 


manner of pleaſanc fruit ; for ſhe layes them| 
upfor her beloved;ſhe brings them notforth| 
for herſelf, as Iſrael did. 
.- Eightly, others.follow the Lord earneſtly} 
a whide, but afterward they forſake him, | 


work they have begun, but undae all again; 
of whom it may be (aid as Lamest.4,8.They 
were Whiter chen Milk, they-were as Rubies 
and poliſhed Saphires in regard of their glo- 
rious profeſſion ;but now they are blacker 
then a'Coale. God may juſtly complain of 
them, as he did'of his people, ich 2.8, 


| 


yet they proye'cxceeding vile afterwar 


yet 


Where ſelf-ends arethe chief movers, there : 


narrow, in compariſon of thoſe who.lifeup 


They who were my People yeſterday, are now! 


| ſelf ; buttbe Church. bere brings forth all 


chey turn Apoſtates, they doe not fill uptheir | 


| 
| 
| 


1 
| 


| 


tth.. 


[cacy #nd luxury, bc baniſhed from him ; he. 
took no delight in publike ſhews, when he | 
1 cattie co them, he came rather-of neceſlity, 
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It is reported of Nero, who proved the 
very Monſterot ineo for wickedneſs; yet in 
the firlt five years of his reigae, he behaved 
himſelf excecding well, ſo thatit was uſed as 
a Proverb to exprefſe the good beginings of 
men, Neroe, fiue firſt years : $0, Calignla, 
who proved afterwardsexceedingly wicked, 
yet 7o/ephus reports of him, that--when tie 
vas young he travelled very diligently in 
good diſc plines,he was of a ſweet converſa- 
tion, and modeft,and he governed the Em- 
p re the firſt two years of his reigne, with 
moſt noble diceRions, behaving himſelf gra- 


[ciouſly towards all men: yea, 7#len him- 


ſetf, who proved ſuch a curſed Apoſtate,yet 
when he was young; was very forward and 


E |hopefull; he was a publike Reader of holy 
1Sbripture in the Church; he ſeemed:to glory 
lin nothing more than in Religion ; he was 
lof a very tempetate diet, content with mean 
[food, without much preparation ; he uſed | 
{to lie hard in mean bedding, towatch. much | Morentinipre- 
a nights, ſperd bis time in ſtudy; be was fationer Iuli- |. 
Ivery chaſte, cl-are from the leaſt ſuſpition 


of luſt ; thoſe officers that wereabout him, 
that ſerved for nothing but ctomainrain deli- 


he took in them : he 


jan for any pleaſure 


| 


| 
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of | yea the moreforward in good at firlt, the 
{more vilc after ::As the water that hath once 
]been heat , and grows cold again, is colfle 

| then ever 1t Was, 


Neronis © uin- 
queninzum. 


oſeph. Antig, 


| 
-18.cap. 8,9. 
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ex Cor pore. 
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2M gradtousSpirit, 


ſaith of himſelf, thac when he was on the 
Theatre, he was more like a deteſter of their 
Playes, than a ſpeRator of them, and was 


| preſcnt-at them with trouble and diſdain, 


and was joyfall when be went from them : he 
loved learning exceeding much ; hearing of 
a Philofopher that came ro him out of Aſs, he 
leaps out of the doore, and goes to meet him, 
and kifſes him, and entertains him with 
mach honour. In an Epilt.of his to one Ec- 
dicins a governour of Egyprt;he bath this no- 
cable expreſſion; Some” (ſaith he) delight in 
horſes, others in birds, others in beaſts, but 
Ifrom my very childhood, have burnt with 
debre after books, He had -an honourable e- 
cem of mans ſoul, leoking upon the body 
as vile in compariſon of it. There is this no- 
table expreſſion reported of him,concerning 
this ; It « 4 ſhamefull thing for any Wiſe mas, 
ſeeing he hath a ſoul, to ſeek, for praiſes from 
any thing that belongs to his body, He ſeemec 

to have much uprigheneſſe in the courſe of 
Juſtice : he would not condemne upon ac- 
ctiſarions without proofe ; there is this ex 

preſſion of his concerning this reported o 

him : when one Delphidize accuſed one be: 
fore him, of acrime, of which he covld not 


| bring ſufficient proofe ; the party accuſed 


denyed the fat; this Delphidins anſwers 
[fir be ſuffictent to deny chat which is lai: 
'O ones charge, who ſhall be found ovlicy 
Then 7#lian anſwers, And if it be fufficient 
to be accuſed, who can be 1nnvcent >- Man) 
him 


other notable things are reported of 


but 
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vile curſe 
looks not toi. 


in der poodbegrnngs, hs asf 

wade pon.chig work, in following 
the Lord, 191 eethern labour & Ell ic ups] 
and as for thoſe who heretof | Have _ 
ed to beforward' and hop while chey 
lived in families, and under _” care 


watcbfull eye of able and godly 
b] [yet wont forſaken the the Tl ro nai: 
: ler fach (I lx) koow thatit i : 
a bitter ching, to fo fake the bleſſed o0d;t 
rs om he 60 four ahes vanitis thatf * 
cannot profit; ſo janet harm rr ut God] 


this, 7er.2-1 2.13. Be eftowiſht one, e- 
ll en and be borribly Fi of 3166 
071 


me the fountain of ater Waters, and 
yy Ciſfternes, broken Cfermes, + 
car hold no water; The evil of this 

{the Lord,were great,if this were all., | 
Firſt, that all your labour in Religion | 
Sy \that all that you have done, is loſt-: in Hoſe 

i |$.2. Iſracl ſbel cry to me, My Ged we by 

thee ; but verſe 3.1ſrael hath caſt off the thin 
| [char 5s good; therefore, verſe 7. it ou 
that They beve-ſows the winde, | 
the Whirlewinde : Ic is We (owing co theft 
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himſclfcals che heavens tobe aſtoniſhed ar\. - 
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te ur nonante 


ſing Cle. ico» 
rum, 


' | [your Fathers fond in tte, that they are your 
Tfarrefrom wt 
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Foanc « eg 1 # God' 8 a4 things, atnd | 
Ro bur wiy es Epi. of 
St. 071 and 8 verſe, Look.to'yonr ſelver, 
Ffaich St. Fob, char" 2t theſe things 
faith St. fob, char we loſe not Theſe thing 
| that. we have wrought - Ttis uh enill thing, 
[co loſeiil that we have wrought for ; but 
|chis is not all,, + D3V2TH 
| Secondly,: ifyou'eave of from following 
{chic Lor6,,allche good rhat/ever you have 


p 


[done, and made” profeſſion 'of,, ſhall ſerve 


| NH pacow'Spirit, 


my” oo 


Tonely to AgSravare your fin,"and encreaſe 
(your torment, rt 


© Thirdly,: this; taving of om —_—_ 


| | che Lord;7i84 great diſhonodrts God a 


| hs wayes; «1 upbraiding of them,ns if they 


, S « 


conſtantly after them; as ifthere'were not 


bo t= 
\ *« 0- it, ; : ye 
| | quiqu01enfs | Were nor goodenough ro! dtaw the heart 


omn-s impleve-\ tharin chem;char they make ſhew for: Hence 
yis, Cyrr. de 


the Lord. pleads with his ' people; 7er.2;5, 
who bad forfaken him, het *5qnity have 


2, and have walked after wanried 
TAsif he ſhould ' have ſaid, The'world- may 
[think my Waies are unequall, men may think 
that I have notſhewn my ſelfa God, ready 
to doe good, and co reward thoſe who fo] 
low me, The forſaking of the truth, the pro 
feſſion whereof we have once taken up, its t 
put Chrift to open ſhane, Heb 6.6 
Fourthly , ſuch men as theſe , doe mue! 
miſchiefe in the world ; they are grievous 
ſcandals ;rthey make the good wayes of God 
to be evil ſpoken of; they harden mens | 


many 


Ad. 
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apainſt them, and che-profeffion of' 


on 
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flows 'Gadfulp, 


"OF IMET Imom 


many in hell FEE IP? the cuaſe q af theix: | 
rune: if a manwere:born ta doe; milchict,; |, 
he could Ol a onal > this. | 
So much hurt is 'dane by them,- they caulc | 
ſuch blemiſh«<s, ſoch ſpots to be. upon. the 
profeſiion of godlineſle, as-we, ſhould be} 

gl:d if wexould. waſh chem, off with ous 
Ceareſt heart:þloud, and accountir well be- 


| ſtowed : bur-woe be to them þy whom theſe 


| off -nces come. The greateſt par ot all the 
ſcorne, concempt of, and-appaſition agaioll 


|the wayes of God, and godly men, ſhall be 


charged upon theſe men, az the cauſers of it; 


,[or were it not for ſuch. as thele,wicked men 
[could notcell whar to ſay for. themſclyes, 
[in cheir opolition of thoſe wayeg of godlineſs, 

| which in themſelves are ſo equal), and good, 
and bleſ:d:; 'woe be ro themyby. whom ſuch 
- offences come. 

|:.7Fifchly, ,Theſe men ſhall bavezheir ſpirits 
filled wich borro&; they di op fill up cheir | 


work in following the Lord ; but God and| 
ciencedhall fo}low them, Roth anguiſh, 


| |8adhorcour,; and fill yp > er | wi with | 
[\.tbew. 1c wyh be, once ep {foo lh 
| comforts in the performance of ſome duties; | 
| bye they ſhall be all. taken from them, and ; 
1diſmall /horropr, and hi 


on pantemet 
of ſpirie ſhall polleſſe them. Prop. 7 


| hack ſlider i 18 are foal be os ab be hs Los 


tt. 


; ot Mych mo rs the 


ales 


=y Gagll woe files, he = 

haye enou [nun ry one dz 

1m upbria » flicin __ 5h nd geare he 
. heart | 


EOS.  oer-wr > 


» umn 


4 gracious Spirit, 


heare. Oh wrerebed creature,whar haſt chou 
done? whom haſt chou forſaken? isit not 
| the God of life, and peace comfort, 
and all good, that thou baft' forſaken ; are 
they not che bleſſed wayes of bohneſle, 
the wayes of eternal reſt and peace that thou 
haſtlef:c > God hath likewiſe forſak-n thee, 
and all good and comfort begins to with- 
draw it felfe from thee ; thou art like to be 
lefe in horrid diſmall darknefle ; Juft ir is 
that thou ſhoaldf be left as a forſaken, for- 
lorne, miſerable wreech, who haſt thus 
wretchedly and vilely forſaken God, and 
his truth, for the enjoyment of ſuch poor baſe | 
ebings as thy heart is turned aſide unto, How 
wile thou be able to look npon the faces of 
thoſe, with whom thou haft formerly j»yned 
in holy duties, and bafſt had communion 
with; But how canfſt thou look upon 
the face of the blefſed God, when ke ſhal 
appear in his glory unto thite > What anguiſh 
will it be to chee whenthou ſhalt ſee others, 
who have contintied in their way following} 
the Lord, co be for ever bleſſed in ghar Ged, 
whom their ſouls have followed, and cleaved: 
conſtantly vnro Þ bur thy ſelfe, becauſe ehy 
baſe unbeijeving keare dared not venture 
all upon him, now chou are caft out for 
| ever, asan cterral] curſe : Ob what rack 
of conſcience Will it be, when chou ſhale fee 
in what a faire way oncethou wett, bur for 
want of coming off tally , and conftantly in 
ſach and ſuch particulars, thou artnow 
ever loſt 2 D 


. 
Dn _—— 


1 


* : follows Godfulh. be: 


| Laſtly,theie men are hatefull beth co God 
they goe lo farre : 2nd to God, becavfe they 
draw back, my ſoul ſpall have no pl.aſne in 


creatures, if he would make them bitter and 


mercy, and his pover in turning their hearts 
again towards him, if he would deale with 
them as he did wich his people, Hoſea 2.6. 


_ that they ſhould nt findtheir pathsthat ſo 
they might.zt length come to that bl: fled re- 
ſolution we find there ; / will goe and return 
to wy Huchand, for then it was bitter with 
we than xow; SOL will goe and return to my 
former wayes, and follow after the Lord a- 
from whom [ have wretchedly departed 


now ; then I had more comforr,more peace, 
more ſafety,more blefling than I have now; 
And let ſuch kno w, that though it wer juſt 

= wh e 


and Men: they are batefuil to Men, becauſe | 


biz. Oh whata bappy ching were it, if God | 
would trouble the waxes of theſe poor | 


grieyous tathem , if he would magoifie his | 


8 up their wayes with thornes make 4 | 


or then it was. b:trer wich me than it is} 


% 


ba 


227 


goe no further, as Heb 16.38. If any mas | : 
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: Fn them by repentane@& And Ore 
14708 _— + Cened licenſees be of the ſame niet 
that place, Þis 5 Homily pon Leviticus, chap.25s SO 
Heb 66. It & Tertullias in his Book of rep-ntance : God 
impoſſeble bit _ gy awe. (aich he) ſecond repentance but no far- 
they w-owere ",yer. Thus we fee the itrifneſſe of theſe 
ce + Ancient times, But though theſe Jeaverheſe 
Helayes, that . men exceeding comfortleſſe; yer ler ther 
this Autnor | know, that the Lord cals them to returne 
knew we le-. | 2g3in unto himſelf: Foy chomgh ir be (faith 
_ 9n.*ar the Lord)that if a wife have piaye-: the harlot, 
[4 t9 the A. 48d ſh" be put away and become another mans, 
dultere” and - her Husband will not recerve her again ; yet 
Fornic-t r. | ſaiththe Lord, Terem.z Thos haft played the 
© 29 yarn harl.t with many lovers, bat -yet return to 
tori ſecundem 06.3 and” verſe 22, Retwrs je back, ſlidin 
pen: entiam © (hitdren, and I will beal 1087 bath ſliids by 
promiſſum ab '| Oh chat your htarcs would anſwer, as theirs 
A[0jols. |there did 10h thatthis gracions off:r of the 
| Lord, might have the ſame effe& upon-your 
hearts 8 it had upvn theirs ! Bzhol4,ſay they 
| we come unto thee, for thou 4rt the Lord our 


G 
Ws. 
| Yeamst 
Tan 'tim; fo 


SD. os + TY. oo. 


olfows Godfully.—---- 
LYPEML WX4-CD TREEY l 
this day folfow thee, they Thine on thees| 
Oh char etieymiphe ſo TBD res zsto| 
canfe- theo rofeturi ns Lu rod F 
+0 94 | ; end 
34 T0 DyY3, V1 1 Ta woot 
YP+" Oy x Vp: 4 22 
Comfort, * and exhourngement to thoſe w 
prick 3d fully won wi 
F ehis fllowiogwtrhel.ovd-dully, be- = | 
honoear ofthe Sar: befarethe Lorg;chen 
hereis:coofiire;- & encuut agement toibole 
whoſe conſcience Garherioheli: thar-their 
on rene es. afteri the Lord; 
Whac' _ r_—_ _—_ Zhere are, a; 
generacion of ho dofully 
ib wthe LoodiBleſedachyjow'ch cox, 
you arc honorable/in the eyt+.of; od. and 
'min, yow make uprin-parecba3.hyrt that: 48 
done toRelipwn by: ochers þ- you; biod up 
the wenekdolef oo \Chrifth I Pare 


KEEP 
yea they ſhal vogue go) 
2nd bleſling; [than you, CO.TATNAGIRE: | . Go 
challe: ged chispromiſe of Goto bimm 
in this place; u; of this grounds Jo/£#4 14-F4| 
five andfourty years after gay made pls! 
he was buc fourty yews old WERGTAN 
ſp.c out the Land, and whes., & chall 
this prodlifas in this place,.c, be. fauch,, ver/s 
38 nt * r R492 v1 {ut wor 21 


H— 


— — 


od en chaday pee PN. om years 5 ola) 
Though God may ſecrn g0- deferre & while 
[the fulfilling of tvs pfomiſe; yer be encourag- 
ed tofollow bir ſtill; for the &ye of God is 


[tipon you , to, Make, good'his word un- 


bleſſing ir 


[mote fall with pood .a 
ferre 1 ong 


will come. God ſeemed to 


Fhat ho wonlibmakehicſeed as: the ftarres of 
beaves ; forrwo kundredand: fifreen years 
afcer* this promiſe was'made, there were buc 


[toynes, nant hen Tacob went downinto 


mit whicti if we-computet 

| find co be” yh ewo hundred.and fifreen 
years: fore Abraham was ſeventy and-five' 

Feal old whets: the promiſe was rf ag he 


|botne;ſaccwas res old before he 
married , and I 2Wenty :y cares 
without chitd-:and Zach was'one hundred 


fear tut mr uſt ewo 
red and fifteen yeares, which was juſt 
bat the time, frowthe promiſe'till che peo- 
= of Ifraelse6ming out of Zgypr, which S. 
(ith,Gaf- 3/17.was four: hundred and 
thirty ears. A erenchae whereas God 
rh is rime'did but licele for eAbrahem, 
inch utik this his promiſe, yet becauſe 
Thim fully,ventured him- 


'Y 


tg,.you:, and. the longer 'it flayes., the| 


tithe thac jjromiſe. he made to eAbravem.,| 


feventy foulsrhar \came-0ut ofa fir chams | 


he time, we| 
was 2n hundted yeares old when 1/aac 'was| 


_ very yar old whenrhe went into| 


nine 'the nithfulceſſe 5 
ally Ged-came in with his 
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ollows God fully. 


whoLl 


reght thou wilt ſhew thy ſclf u;right : Th 
words are.in the Originall, with rhe firexy 
ane poſed, thou wilt ſhew thy {elf ſtrong and 
perfef}, God will goe on Rrongly to his per- 
teRion of mercy towaids.them, vho do goe 
on ſtrougly in their perfeRion of obedience 
towards him,P/. 11.7 The Lord loverh rig 
teouſneſſe, and his contenaxce deth bebold the\ 
right * The words era [lated word for| 
word are_thus, The Lo:d loveth righteouſ- 
nefſes, and big face. ſhall bebold the wprigh 
Righteanſneſſcs, that is, wheo al the Cuties d 
cghteouſneſſe ace togethet. Aud bu ae 
Ig all 


rr 


* Je4.4 | Lad 1 y. — OP 


|T has ſeeing be hadfou wt the pool 


—-— - 


4 griviow Spir P 


and ma 


The preat difficul;ies thou meeteſt with in 
Gods wayes, (if cheu beeſt nyt diſcooraged 
bu: goeſt through chem) they ſhall. turn co 
thy greateſt comfortszA« (aleb,who was not 
diſcouraged by the , Anakims thoſe great 
Gyanes, and he ſtzoog places they lived in, 
which ſo much diſcouraged thereſt ; Theres 
fore Hebron, the. place of the G ants was 
given unto him for 3 poſkſion, Joſtus 14, 
I2,7.3,14.and 15.verſes. 

; God certaialy wil remember the kitidneſs 
of thoſe who are illiog to follow'him 
et, che wilderneſſe 0 Ti "7 po 

aragements, 7eremy 3.2, w 

[ eckis ſhall dia Ervin Pin without a- 
'ny blur, which few do ; your metrbries 
(hall be ſweet, and bleſſed, when you are 
dead and gone: You ſhalt have «»*#37 ance 
\ninsſfred unto you abundantly, inro the ever« 

Laſting Kingdom of our Lord and S. yiowr 
HS Chriſt, 2 Pet.1.11.This is promiſed, 
nat only to Pig that are godly bur abound 
in.0t, as verſe 8, They fhall be as a ſhip 
comming loriouſly” into the Haven with 
Full faile : Thus St. Paul, 2 Tim. 4.78; wich 
| mveh confidence & fullaffurs.1ce c Smet 


|. ſhed his onto. an $a #7 Age x ren 


fartb there was laid s bim,” a crown 0 


pr, i day's 3) Cha 


peqnſneſſe, whit LS chan ro 


m 


hall behold that is 2} che — kindes, : 
nners ofthe bled comfortabiemani- | 
feltations, of his love the uprigtic ſhall have. | 
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1] 7 2 
Fir-opon the righteouſneſle of (God, When| © a 
| the Tonles of theſe who followed God fully, | 
[are to enter - into..heavet, the everlaſting 
d | doores ſhall ſand wide open for them'z as | 
co | when greatmen comeroa houſe, the great 
ot |F gates are ſet open for, their entrance z and; | 
at | in Heaven, ' oh how!full a reward ſhall there 
n, [| b-there for them, as 2 Epsſt. John 8.ver/,| Ibid non gu- 
eo | | There js fullnefſe of...jay:at Gods right band, | fiebunt quam 
#5 | 8 P/«/w8 16.«{t. So. full as ſhall be more then _ ves! 
4.|] can enter into themz:-tbey muſt enter: in- pu arid 
to/-it-, becauſe ic» -cannot enter; znto| dulcedine mi. | 
is| I] them ; there they ſhall not taſte of joy. and| 1i/c«- 
m | f| happineſſe, but ſhall/he filled up withtbem.| © P*+ 4c AL- 
4|| This [Chriſt enconraped his Diſciples with-| ©*** 
O [I] all, 'Zuhe 22,2120; Tee are they which have © 
l- [f | comtinued with mie in opy temptations," an 
S || | / appoint xnto you's Kingdome 4s my fathe 
© |f | hath appointed mito mes With this, S, Pax 
ef | encouraged himſelf, .in his afli ions (be 
If | mer withall, Wwhile*be: was following the 
|| | Lord,2 Cor. 4.20:ſe,17s For our light aff (t5- 
|| | 9, which # but for a moxzent, worketh for us 
Lf |'a far more excerding; ettrual weight of glory, 
) 
| 


8"; ” 1 
- 


_——— 


Firſt, it is glory, ,and this word alone 
implies that there is exceeding much in it; 
bug\ſurther., itis aweight of glory ;- yea, 
an eternall weighe of glory ; and more then| 
thar,/ ane xceeding weight of glory ;c ag if. 
were not expreſifully enough, be adte 
bet; 9. farre more. exceeding,eternall 
pecighr-of glory > -and,what expreſſion 'ca 
,fOefuller tt.an;this > This was that likewiſi 
{that incouraged Moſes in his following « 
fo tt Lord, 
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Lord, forſaking the pleaſuacs,che riches, th | 
treaſures of ; that he mighc follow} 
the Lord fully : For be had, Kr =_ br 
8 reſptf #nto the recompence of :ewara, Heb: 
A Nir26Add you whoſe kearts and wayes 
arefully ater the Lord, have the more cauſe 
to rejoyce in this your bleſſedneſſe, becauſe] 
itis the bleſſedneſs bur of a few. Iniquity | 
fall abound, faith Chrift,ud the love of .many|i| 
' ſhall wax w_ but be -nark —_ _ end 
' ball be ſaved: Itis , in the ſingular 
a Holy that endures to the end. Ler theſe 
encouragements then fill your hearts - with 
joy, & your ſpirits with renued reſolucions & 
yigour,to Rl up your courſe:let th:m fil your 
fattes,thar you may goon with ſtrengtb,and| 
per, and be for ever bleſſed in your way. 
t eonclude chis Uſe with that of the Apoſtle, 
2 Cor..7.1. Seeing we'bave theſe promiſes ||. 
(theſe incomragement 5)let ws lobonr to per-| 
felt ony holineſ- in thefeare of God, And thus 
[ pa to the latt Uſe, which is of Exhortation. 
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Cray. V. 


eAn Exhortation to follow the Lord fully. 
A FOw the nt our hearts fully.afrer|. 
& Yhimſclf:' As the ewo blind men, fas, | 
'20.$'ſo6n astheir eyes were opened; 'they| 
ptollowed Chriſt :ſ0 were oareies opened,we| Il; 
onld certainly follow after che Lord, were| 
they fully opened, our bearts* would _— | 

ulyl} 


- _—_ Ir 3 
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d refolurions ; yo oy, at wa, od | 
nl ER you are alwayes 

perſwaded:Oh that che work were | 

{| done | it is pitty butthat theſe begnangs 

ellnnd; he jagrovety Won e pn | 

| zociinations young man, when |. 
tle came unto him,the Text ſaith, he looked 
7 upon him, and loved him:thoſe begingings 
arelovely ; but how lovely then would the | 

full -work be, if cheſe deginnings were | 


brenghtns pat perfetion ? 

Uſe we ſhall ſhew, fick,the Motives 
which may draw our hearts to the follow- 
ing of che Lo-d fully. 

2. What itis has hinders the ſoul. i in this | 
work,thar i it may be prevented. 
3 .What it is that would bring cfche heart 
y indced. 
|Forche firſt;there is infinite reaſon, that 
xr hearts ſhould be fully aſter the Lord : || 
Fory Firſt, There is a fulneſ of all good in 
dd;be is worthy; Thow 4:3 worthy O Lord, 
o receive glory honor,and power, Rev. 4.11. 
hou art —2< ro receive the bigheſt ho= | 
nor that any of chy- creatures can by any 
means give unto thee. The Heathen gods 
were honored as thoſe who were onely Au- 

'| Firborg of ſome particular good things; and 

"Ftherefore there 'were ſuch a mulcip icity of 

Ithem-: :one was ud node the puny of 

jor good thing, CUR as the Author 

[of another ; and therefore ——_ 
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| non was 
reaſon, 
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ſafficiner fot them, There was /fig 
thac 2ny' of them ſhould beve- the 


g 
| 
| 
, 


| 


| Jobn Ardy, 


#] 


p 


te upright ; be perſe@, for I am God al 


_ [chan the'fulneſſe of it inthis jadgmentsu 


"T6004? This hemighthave had Jongagorye 
139 the filneſſe of ivory. be wal vc> 


wholfout, working' inthe folneſſe of the 6- 
perafions of ic after them 3; but our God i 
notfo; he is annniverſall good, in whom 
there is all pood, and from whom all good 
flows, and by whom all good is preſerved 
inthe being it hath; and therefore it isa moſt 
abſolute, univerſall fonour and ſervice chat 
is dvecohim; ifwe had'a thoaſand 'of* ſouls, 
and ifthey were all '6f ten thouſand- times 
larger extent than they are ; yer infiaire req! 
ſon.there ſhould be,* that they ſhould:all ir 


the Full fatitude,exterſt; nnd ſtrength of them 


, to honour-ar! 


work after this our 
wignifie, and work(hip this God for'tyer 

Asthat bleſſed Marryr once ſaid, What, tia vg 

| but one life to lay-down four Chriſt->-I6F 
h11d'as many lives,asthereare hiirswpdn m 
head, they ſhould all goe for Jeſus »Chriſt 
Hefaw Chrilt-worthy of all he bad, yea ic 
mnre than ' he had,'!This was Gods! aw 
Argument'to Abrabamm; Walk beford me, 


ſufficient . I haveall-perfeR:on.in mez+ ac 
cherefore be thou perfe& before me.z ;: 
Secondly, conſider God might have:1 
fall glory inyour deſtru@&.ons : let him 
be a loſerin his ſhewing mercy toyou, H 
much beter is it for you, that be ſhould bay 
the falneſſe of his glory;tw'his mercy. to,y« 


_— ; Thirdly! 


L ; 
from you 
aw, | es was 
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PY |ple. And God is able (faith the Text) won 
f | all grace abound toward: you; that ye alwayes | 
OY [having-al<ſffcioncy in al rhingsuay aboul 

_ fo 


Ibe.' *? 
_ 


_—_—_—__ 


lchy puniſhments. Thidwis-Davids argurtent] 
i |P/al. 103.112, 3." BMNfe - the \ Lord," ® my 

 Youl, ani all hat is within nee, ble ſſe hiHoly 
{N<þ#6 md thetbblefle che Lord,O myou], 


” 'A 


cave irtilf he had fully"Sctompliſhe@rath; | 


ſeth chorow mo! vlges, than"ever' 
thou aft like ro doe}, iff the fulleſt meaſure, 
of toltoWing' the Lory:; that: poſſibly tan 
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 F6atchly, yea,” GodSimercies forthe pre- 
ſent,are very fal towards you; his pardoning 


leavesnothing upon the ſcorez' heremi al 


- 


#3 if he ſhould ay/Olet-God betully 


| Thirdly Chntebub Hill gone thonowr the | 
lor eerie of Redeiio Sold abves 


ahd frid;: Iris finiftied,” This 'was '« mighty. 
xor{k'forthe _ ment nog. 


[P2 


| mercies, and his ſupplying-mercies;/.With!! 
F | all chings necdfull ; whenthe receives hee | 
Wh [ro mercy, he fully pitdods all thyifing he 


elſed by: me : why#® What was that; that 


(raiſed 8ctntarged Daw#ds deart>Ir follows; 


ork forgivtth all thine iniquities, andrals 
alt thy diſeaſes ; andir#/s 4/He.crowns thee 
with towing kinducſſes yan vey. | Heiſuti;« 
fies thy wonrh with yoatthings. God: gives 
his fervancs x fulneſſe idatichey doe enjoy ; 
hisgraceexcedinglycsbounds cowards they 


[in every thing. That place in's Corinth. 9.8, 
' [is very'remarkable forthe ſetting our of the 


abounding of Gods grace towards his peo- 
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tnewnry goed works ————0] is able 


done, And this power of God is ſer forch 
to.the Cors :u5 a Motive to perfivade 
{ chem to full obedience , that they might a- 
baund to every /good;work ; which jf. they 
| did, -they baye this power. of God 
aQive, fully worki og. for ,them, according 
to theſe large expreſſions we have of it in 
this Scripture. And oblerye the regal EX 
preſions. -2 227 518 
\#.1t-is grace..;. | 
2c Then all grace; . 
{ 3-Thenalg: xceaboniding; 
| - & Afoficiency.,; Fo 
| '$; Ag all-fuffici 
| - GAnall ſufficieneyin al thivgs;. . 
tAnd 7. alwayes.an all-ſufficiency in all 
things. And is nog here an Argumene. foll 
en0ugh, - cauſe-them.and ns, and.all | Gods 
peopic for cver, 'to#bound, in 
work. How often doth God fill _ with| 
mercy, and make.it even run Over; us Pſal.| 
23.5.]fchere ſhall be:an Al- mm al 
| chings, then there wil be an al ſufficiency in 
our greateſt ſtraites, in our greateſt. afMigi- 
ons, in our greateſt fears: As je-.is ſaid of 
the wicked, ob 20522, in the fulneſs of his 
lufficiency, he (hat be in ſtraics ; bythe. cantrary 
is true concetoing Gods people ; inthe Jo | 
neſſe of their ſtraits, her Fw bein al-ſi 
,4.ciency.God cauſeth all bis Attributes, and al 
ewayes of his Providence, and al bi 
| oro good af hisp Al 
eagt 
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that is in God, all char God doth,and a) that 


belongs to God, is for them, ; therefore in- 
finite reaſon there is , that all they are; thac 
allchey doe,thar all they bave, ſhould work 
for his honour, 


Ter.32.41. 1 will rezoycr over them,to doe them 
good, and 1 will plant thens in this land aſſur» 
edly. with my whole heart,and with my whole 
ſoxl : Godcals for no more from thee than 
he is willing to give unto theezhe would have 


honour, and he promiſeth co give thee his 
whole heart, and his. whole ſoiile, for 
thy good : Again, allthat Goddoth, is for 


{ovenant and bu teſtimonies : Thepathes of 


ſages of his Providence ; not onely ſome 
pacticular ats, but the crack of Ged in his 
wayes, his paths: Now all theſe paths of 
God, thar 18 all the workings of Godin the 


$ | waycs of his Providence, they are mercy un-| 
to ſuch,they work mercifally for cheir good.| 


And furthey- obſerve, they are not onely 


thus work for them; God hath tyed this 
| Merey t00 by his eruth. See here the difference 
mercy to ather men. | he 
\ Firſt, ſome of Gods paths may be mer 


| to other men, hut notall; or ſome particular} 


ats of God, ; rather than bis paths».G 
&: GP: 7 


biy's 4d « 


Firſt, all that there isin Gods for them, 


thy whole heart, and thy whole ſoul for his 


thee ; P/al.25 10. All the pathes of the Lord| 
-| are mercy and, truth, . unto ſuch as keep hul 


the Lord, are the wayes of God, inthe paſ-} 


bn. fl 


mercy, but mercy in troth, that they ſhould} 


berween Gods mercy to his people, and his] 


doth 


> 


bc Es Ca Lt Iv 
A gracious Spirit, 
doth not ordinarily go on in a-track and.|. 
|courſe of bis mercies with them;}.as he doth} 
with his peoples: As their obedience is only | 
in ſome particular a&ts, and no continued 
courſe; ſo Gods mercy to them, Which 
cvines from his general bounty,is manifeſted 
onely in ſome particular as of his, and not 
in any conſtent courſe; But it is otherwiſe in 
his dea.inzs towards his people ; they go on 
inaconſtaat courſeof obedience; they make 
Gods Commandments their paths, and| 
therefore God goes onin a conſtant courſe 
| of loving kindnefſe towards them, he makes 
| his mercy to them the ordinary pathes 
wherein he walks: As, P/alm 36. 10,0 con- 
tinge thy loving kindnefſſe to them that kuow 
thee and thy righteoujneſſe to the upright in | 
heart. The word inthe Originall, is, Draw | #Þþ 
ont thy loving k:ndneſſe. Gods mercies to his 
[Own, are a continued Series, they are| 
| Crawn out {roma conſtant Spring they come 
|ſorch from a never-failing Fountain ; there 
[is a connexion between one mercy and ano- 
ther; butas for others, God now and then | Yi 
| onelz cit: bis favourson them. | 
And obſcrve a ſecond difference;all Gods 
paths are mercy to his people,nort ſome few; 
chere are none of Gods dealings, but aim at 
good towards them; if God ſhould cauſe 
one favour to follow another. towards fome 
wicked man, out of the fulneſſe of higbounty; 
yet it cannot be ſaid of any wicked manin | # 
the world; that all the paths of God are 


mercy towards kim, God hath his paths of 
wrath 
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'f wrach and jnc mn has Tel he is comh- 
'F | miog cowards , though he belitcle a ware 
of it; But this bleſſing of all the parhs of God 


% 


4.4 


being mercy, .is a peculiar bleffing to ſach as 
follow the Lord fully, inthe uprigheneſſe'6f 
their hearts, in allche paths of ſervice and 0- 
bedience, 4 | ha 

And thirdly, obſerveyeta greater differs 
ence than the former : All the pathsof God 
are not onely mercy, but mercy and truth to 
his people - -though God may ſhew mercy 
to others, yet he hath nor'tied bis' mercy to 
them by kis truch ; they cannot challenge 
mercy from. him by virtue of his truth; if 
they have mercy, itis morethan they could 
have expeRed | they cannot be ſure of it 
Lone houre;; they have nothing ro ſhew for 
their mercy ; they doe not hold their mercy 
upon that Tenor of Gods truchs' which his 
people doe.” Nay When God comes ro make 


good his,-rruth, "to give his, trath che gloty | 
of it, then.there is an end pityro'their mercy; 
it is cur off form them ; but there is a bleſſed 
connexion between Mercy and Truth in” rhe 
200d which Gods people doenjoyzaccording 
to the like*exprefiion in the forenamed 36: 
Pſal.1o, the loving kindeneſſe and the righ- 
tcouſneſs of God are pat both topetber; 


the mercies they have ,are no'other than ſach 


Ys they way expe, as they may build upon, 
before they come ;; fuch ax are made over to] 


them by the cruth of God'? and'when they 


5 che portiog ofan upright heart. A henee 4 


are come; they may be ſute to hbld them,| 
wad”. Y P S 
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| | becauſe they| | 
|, Tenure. as Ge 
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|-work together for good to them that love God, 
|.Lhis is a myſtery chat che world is not 
quainted. with bug-we know. it,faith the 
| poſtle.The world may think; tbar rhings wor 
againſt us;yea,all things in the world ſeem t( 
work againſt vs; but we know that all thing 
 do,work forgogd, and they work togethe 
| for good; though ſome parciculat things cor 
[[dered apart, may Work for good to othe 
men,y et take all together,& they work thel 
ruin; but alcogether works for good to us 
alchough the good doth notſecm yet to con 
orth, .yet.it.1s a, Working forus; ſtay b 
pilehe wah be. done, ad appear: 
Food it wil. be,though it may be not the ſan 
good he HOES of ,. yet a; good thi 
will be better For us ; a greater good thei **% 
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9M thing thine; for all is Gods 5 God hath # 


"him? 


FT evill; The Seventy tranſlate this, The. heare 


© fellowsGodfully 

| we imagined ordeſired. Now then-if all chat 
is Gods be for thee, works thus fully for thee, 
js there not reaſon then,® thitall thar is thine 


ſhould be for God,and work as fally for him?-| 


Thine did I fay? therruth is; there is n6- 


KY greater propriety in, and right co whatſos 
ever thou art and haſt thanthy ſelf; but God 
is pleaſed to let it be called 'thine, that 
| thou mailt freely give it co him : and if it be 
| his own, why ſhould he not have'it fully ? IF | 
he chus inlargerh himſelf cowards thee, how | 
unequal is it,thatthou ſhouldeſt be ſcant in thy 
} ſervice to him, and in thine hononring of | 


Fifthly, wicked men doe fully follow af- 
ter that which is evill ; an infinite ſhame and 
confaſion then would it be to us, 'an infinite 
diſhonour likewiſe unto God, if we ſhould 
\ & not as fully follow che Lord in that which is 
il good ? Eccleſ.g.3.The hearts of the ſons of 

Jl men is full of evill:and Chap.8.11. The heart 
of the ſonnes of men us fully ſet in them to doe 


fl of 24% hath a Plerophorie to evil,it is (et upon 
J it withour any doubr, or ſuſpition ; there is 
3K a plerophory of boldnefſeto fin in them; why 
ſhould there not be a plerophory, (chat is) a 
full perſ#waſion of faith in Gods ſervants to 
that which is good > A4icab. 7.3. the Scrip 


"Fl tire faith that wicked men do ev:ill with boih| - 


hands, earneſtly: Z/ay 57. 5-- Ido acers 
Mihere are ſaid co inflame - thernſeives with 
Mltheir Idols ;-and. Jeremy 8.2. they aro ſaid, 

I | g | I I, To 
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of graciom Spirits 
1. Tolloye,their Idols: 2. Toſerye, them: 3 
To walke after tbem - 4.To ſeek; them 375, 

To worſhipthem>all theſe five expreſſions} 
together in.one.Yeyſe, to ſetforth the ear-| 
neſtneſſe and fulneſſe of the ſpirit of 1dola- 
ters towards their Idols. Where have we: 
five ſuch expreſſions rogetber, to ſet out the 
fulneſſe of che work of mens ſpirits in- fol- 
lowing after the Lord > It was ſaid of Abad, 


rd: 
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what a falneſle of ſpirie was.thete in him, in 


doing wickedneſſe 2 Jer.23.10, It is ſaic 
there of the people, that their courſe was 
evill, and their, force was -not right. That 
vis, that ſtrength, and force that was in; 
their ſpirits, was not right ; it was not after] 
Gad, but afcer the wayes of fin. How many| 
difficulties will men paſſe thorow for their] 
luſts ?; what coft will they be at? bow great| 
things will they ſuffer > nothing is ſo deare| 
unto them, bur they. will be content to part] 
with it for, and beſtow: it upon their Idols. 
How ſoon did the people, Exe. 32.break off 
their golden Exrings from their Ears,to make| 
an Idoll witha/,and ſhal not then cnr hearts 
and lives be more fully after the bleſſed] 
God>We ſee wicked men ſtick cloſe to their] 
wicked princip/es-; they are bold, they will 
not be daunted, they will go through with 
the work they have begun, what ever come of| 
it;ſhould not we much more ſtick to ourprin- 
ciples?ſhould not we much more be undaunt- 
ed in our Way, & gothorow with our work?f 


| 
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I remember I haye read 2 paſſage inS, Cy- | | 


proanili 
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-more-for me, than his doth for him. O let 


| | finite reaſon, that as you have yeelded your 
"| members ſervants to uncleannels,and to ini- 
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prian, how he brings in the Pevill eriumph- 
ing over Chriſt in this manner ; As for' n 

followers, I never dyed for them, us Chriſt 
did for his; 1 never promiſed them ſo great 
reward, as Chriſt hath done to his ; and yet 
I bave more followers than he, and they doe 


CE 


the thought of our giving the Devill occa- 
ſton thus torriumph over Chriſt in our ſ13k- 
neſſe and negligence in following after him; 
cauſe ſhame and confuſion to cover our 


faces: and yet to put on this Argument a lit- 
tle more cloſe; It may be you your ſelves 


heretofore, have followed fin fully, your] - 


hearts have been ſtrong after cvill, and you 
lives have been fruitfull in it; it may be 
you have been forward in putting forth 
your ſelves ringleaders in that whith was e- 
vill, not only ſtout and perverſe your ſelves 
but maintainers, encouragers of much evill 
in others ; you gave up your members, your 
eſtates, and what you had, to the ſervice of 
fin; much time was ſpent, much ſlzep broke 
in plotting and contriving wickedneſs, much 
pains taken in the ex2cution of it, and row| 
your hearts and wayes ſeem to be for God ;} 
and is 2 poor, ſlieght, ſcant, dead-hearted 
ſervice ſufficient for him > Oh be aſhimed 
and confounded in thy thonghts, let Con- 
ſcience judge berween God and his Crea- 
ture, Doeſt thou thus requite the Lord > i 
this thy kindeneſſe to him ? 1s there not in- 
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dio. Key. 


| word (hat is there tranſlated, preſs rowaras, it 
| is the ſame that Hgnifies to perſecute, becauſe | 


A graciows Spirit, 


qQuity ; even ſo you np ſhould yeeld your| | 
members ſervants to righteouſnefie unto; ho: || 
lineſle ? Remaxs 6.9.19. Mark the oppoſiti- 
on there ; there are three To's in the ex- 
| preſſion of the ſerviceto fin,7o uncleanneſs,| 
| To hquity Unto iniquity ; but in the ſervice}. 
of God tbere are only two,To righteouſneſs, 
Um holineſſe. It is true, in this life there 
wil never be that fulneſs of ſpirit in follow- 
ing afcer God,as there was in following after 
; fia;becauſe there was nothing but (in in the 
ſoul before, no other ſtream to abate it; but 
now there is ſomething elſe beſides grace ; a 
ſtrezm of corruption to oppoſe it : but ver 
we ſhould be aſhamed, that there ſhovld be 
ſuch a difference; the thovghe of it ſhould 
cauſe a dejeRion of heart within us, and 
we ſhould judge-it infinitly equill ard rea- 
ſonable, chat we ſhou'd endeavour to the 
utmoſt weare ab!e, ta follow God as f l'y 
new, as ever we followed fin bcfore. St, Pax! 
' es 26.11, confeſſeth thit in h's former! 
way he was madd in the perſccution of Gods 
ſervants; and when God turned the ſtream, 


' others judged h'm as mad in the other way ; 


2 Corinth.5.13.For whether we be befides our 
ſelves it ts to God, the love of Chriſt conſtr. 4n- 
ith us. And hence we may obſer ve, «bat the | 
[\{am2 word that ſignifies to perſecute, ne 
| uſeth co ſer cu: his earneſt preſſing towards 
| the mirk; Phil.3.14.Tpreſs towards the Mark, 
fer the price of the high calling of God, The 


the 
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| [atisfied, & ſhal drinkyft 


[ſubſtance indeed, then are the treaſures of ic 
(filled, when wiſdome leads it not only in the 


| paths of judgement. The way of the juſt is 
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the earneſineſs of his ſpirir, "inpr SPE, 
wards the mark aow,is the Wy. kbp 9h 


wards the markbefore. 
Sixthly, the more fully we follow God, 
the more full ſhall our preſent peace, and 


his perſecution of thoſe that preſſed tos| 


joy, . and ſoule-ſatisfying contentment be. 
Pſal.119.130, The entrance of thy words 
giveth light ; the beginning of following 
God,is ſweet & g00d, bit the further we do 
g0 on,the more ſect we ſhall finde, as t 
who walked toward Sion, P/alm 48.7.7 hey 
went from ſtrength to ſtreugth , ſo they who 
walk after the Lord, they go from peace to 
peace, from joy to joy, from one degree of 
comfort unto another;for if theentrance in 
our way be ſo good and ſweet, what wil it 


{when we come into the midſt of it > Prev.$, 


20. lead in the way of righteonſuts, in the 
midſt of the judgement ; mark what follows 
thete,verſe 21, That 1might cauſe thoſe that 
| love ape,to inherit ſubſtance, and 1 will fill 
[their treaſures. Then doth the ſoule inherit 


way of righteouſneſſe,but in the midſt of the 


compared to the ſhining of rhe light, char 


ſoineth more and more unto the perfett day 
Pro 4 18.The further he goes on his way,the 
more lighr he bath, the more Form _—_ is 
upon him, P/a/.36*'8.T ney ſhal be abundantly 
js river of pleaſures 
Wtoare thoſe that ſhall be'thus abundantly 


| ſatisfied 
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ſatisfied,nd ſhall have chis River of plex- 


| 


| 


| cloſe co 


ſures ? they are verſe 10.the upright in heart, 
That ſoul th 

theuprigheneſle of it, ſhall not want facis- 
fation, ſhall not wane pleaſure. P/al. 119. 
165 Great peace have they whieh love thy 
| Law, 't.ismore to love Gods law than'to do 
the thing that is commanded in it. Thar foul 


loves it,will be abundant in daty , for love 


tion inthe ſoul,is as the bud of the Lord, and 
that is beautifull and g'orious, but how excel- 
lent and glorious is the fruit of ic then > the 
good beginnings whichare as the budding 
of the P>mepranate, and the putting forth of 
the tender V ne, are delighefull ro God and 
the ſoul ; bur how pleaſant then is the fruit 
when it comes to ripenefle ? 

The more fully we follow on in Gods 
Wayes, the more full will the teſtimony of 
the witneſles both in heaven and earth be, in 
witncfling our bleſſed eſtate unto us : Thoſe 
three w.cneſſes in beaven, the Father, Word, 
and Holy Ghoſt,and thoſe three on earth,the 
Spirit, Water, and the Blood, of which Saint 
fobin in his1 Epiſt.5,7 8. they will all come 
with their full ceſtimony, to that ſoul which 
follows God fully. By following the Lord 
fully, wekeep our evidences clear; ſia blots 
and blurs our evidences, chat ofcentimes we 
cannot read\them";bur when the beart keeps 
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> 
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at Walks on before the Lord inf 


which doth'not onely ſubmit to the Law, but] 


is bounefull ; and great peace hath ſuch a ſoul, |} 
that thus loves Gods Law. Every good mo-[ 


od, and walks fully with kinky 
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-| morefully we are brought jnco his Kingdom, 
|| themore fully we are under his government; 
| as there wil be the more righteouſneſs, ſo the 


more full ir is, the more peace will be 
| there. 


ſhould walk fully after the Lord,becauſe the 


| the' wayes of Gods people in his Church, 


4 


fiat, fuloms G v5 Shi 
all is kept fair, TI he Kingdom of G OD con-. 
ſits in righteouſnefle, peace,| and. joy ;, the 


more peace and joy. Eſa 9.7. Of the excreaſe 
of bis government and peace, there ſhall be wo. 
end, laiththe Text, The morecncreaſe there 
is of Chriſts government in the ſoule, the 


Seventhly, there is greatreaſonthat wee 
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way thatGod cals us to walk in, is a moſt 
blefled and holy way : In the'21. Revelation 

21. verſe, The ſtreets of Jeruſa/em, (that .18 

wherein they are to walk )they are faid to be 
of pare gold,and as ir were tranſparentglafſ:; 
they are golden wayes, they are bright ſhin- 
ing wayes. Prov.3.17. the wayes of wiſdome 
are the wayes of pleaſantne (ſe,and all her paths 
are peace. There is not any one Command 
of God , wherein he would have ns to fol- 
low him, but it is very lovely, there is much 


good in it ; God requires nothing of ns, bar] _ 


that which is moſt juſt and holy, as God i 
holy in all his works, ſo he is holy in all bi 
Commands; they'are no other, 'but tha 
which, if our hearts were as they ought, we 
would chooſe to our ſelves. A righte- 
ous 'man is a Jaw t 

that good, that heauty,” 
Gods laws, as be would chooſe them 


mſelf , | he ſee 


- 
bt. Hil. ale aan. Mts... 4 CEL E—_, VI 


| ſelves, as David faith his ſoule did. How- 


* |of holinefſe appears to it exceeding lovely 
j and beautifull, Though David, Pſalm 23. 
| ſappoſed the worſt chat might befall bim in 
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| ſelfwere be left athis own liberty. Whar| | 
one thing isthere in Gods law that could be. 
ſpared > What is there that thou contdeft'be}” 

ad to be exempted from? It may bein|. 
the ſtrength of temptation, when ſome luſt 
is up working, the fleſh would fain have 
ſome liberty ; but upon due ſerious thoughts, 
looking into the bottome of things, a|. 
gracious ſoule cloſeth with the Law, and 
loveth itas gold, yea, fine gold,ard breaks for 
the longing it hata,notto the reward of obe- 
dience to Gods Statutes, & Judgements, but 
tro the Statures and Judgements of God them- 


7 


, : 


4 


| ſoever our path in following the [ord may 
ſeem rugged and hard to the fleſh, in regard 
ofthe aflitions & troubles it meets withal in 
it; yet where there is a ſpirituall eye,the way 


his way, as thathe might walk through the 
valley of the ſhadow of death; yet he cals 
his way green paſtures,and ſaith, God wil lead 
him by the ftil waters. It is true, the wayes of 
God are grievous to the wicked , but 
very goodand delightfull to the Saints, be» 
cauſe they are the wayes of holineſle,as Eſay 
25.8. And a high way ſhal be there and it ſhall 
be called, the way of holineſſe ; The unclean 
foall not paſſe over it. 
Eightly, the conſideration of the end of ovr 
&!' Imp-motive, to draw 
the theLord in it; the 
| entrance | 
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entrance into it is ſweer,the midſt of it more, 
as before we, have ſhewed ; bur the end of 
it moſt ſweet of allz there is that comming, 
chat will fully recompence all. 
, Conſider of the ſweetneſs of the end of our 
Way ; 
- In that period of it that will be at death; 
and 2. In that glorious reward we ſhall have 
in heaven. | 
That ſweet and bleſſed comfort that the 
full following of the Lord brings at Death, is 
enough te recompence all che trouble and 
hardſhip, that we meet withall in our way, 
while we are following of him:This hath cau- 
ſed many Saintsof God to lie eriuwphiog , 
when they have been upon their death beds. 
bleſſing the Lord that ever they knew his 
waies, that ever he drew their hearts to fol- 
low after him in them. | 

When Hezekz4h received the meſſage of 
death, -Eſay 38.2, 3, he torned his face to the 
wall, and ſaid, Remember, O Lord, I hbeſeech 
thee, bow I have walked before thee in trath, 
and with a perfett heart, and have done that 
which s good in thy bght ; and Hezehiah wept 
ſore: O the ſweetnels that poſſeſſed the hearc 
of Hezechiah , Which did flow from the te- 
ſtimony of his conſcience, that he had fully 
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walked after the Lord with a perfe& heart! 


of it ; It ſignifies, 1 have continually without 


. 


ceaſing walked. 


Thus Luther who was a man whole ſpicit 


_— 


Tt is in Hith- 


the Yerb there, / have walked,is in that Mood | peel. Continue, 


in the Original, that ads to the ſignification | indefonenter 
ambulaui. 
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} be laid aown, yet 7 _cerpainly know that 1 
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wacexteedin fullin his love aaco,and 'walke| h 
ing afrer the Lord Jefus Chriſt while. tie 
id when he came to dieghis ſpirit 'was{ þ 

fol of comfort, and joy, and courage; theſe | 
expreſſions brake from him ; O my beavenly | | 
Father, O God the Father of the Lord Z/u: | 
Chriſt, "the God of all comfort, I give thee 
thanks that thou haſt revealed thy SounFeſws | 
Chriſt to me, whom I have believed, whom 1 
have profeſſed, whom I have loved, whom I | 
have honoured, whom the Biſhop of Rome, and 
the reſt of the rout of the Wicked men have per» 
ſeeured and contemned ; and now I beſeech 
chee,O my Lord Feſwus Chriſt, receive my ſoul, 

my heavenly Father ; although my body u« to 


ball fer ever remain with thee , neither 
can I by any be pulled out of thy hands. The 
prace uf Gods Spirit oftentimes appears moſt 
in cheglory ofirt, whep death approacheth, 
becuule' grace and glory is then about to 
meer, Thar ſoule that. hath followed God 
tuily here, when it comes to depart out of 
che body , ir onely changeth the piace, nor 
the company ; which was the ſpeech of a 
[are reverend holy. Divine of ours, a' little 
before tis death. ] ſhall change my place, faith 
he, but not my company : meaning, . that as 
he had converted with God, and followed 
afterthe Lord herein this World, he was 
| now going to converſe with him and follow 
after him more fully ina better world.Death 
to luich a-ſoul, it is but Gods calling of it, 


from the tower pallery of this world, 'to the 
upper | 
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upper gallery of Heaven,” to walk wich him/ 
rorh ere the converſe that Jeſus Chriſt hagh | 
with'the'fouls of bis people, is compared-to 
thatconverſc, that friends) haye one with 
| |nother, in rheir walkings together in. their 
Ygalleries, Cant,7.5. The King ic beld in the 
© ralleries: he doth not onely walk with his 
loved there, bur is as it were bound, he is 
A kept there by the bands of love, and when 
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the upper room, to heaven, 'there to follow 
the Lambe whereſoever be goeth. 
Wee read of a notable ſpeech, that 


go out my ſoule, Why doſt thou fear, why deft 
phon doubt : almſft theſe ſeventy years, haſt 
thou ſerved Chriſt, and d:ft thow now fear 
death? And if the end of our way at death, 
bath ſo much good init, how much good wil 
there be inthe end of our way, thatwe ſhall 
enjoy, when we come to heaven ? 
Asthe conſideration of the full reward in 

heaven, was made uſe of before, asan en- 
couragement to thoſe who doe fully follow 


the Lord ; ſo now we' make uſe of it, as a 


ſtrong motive to draw up our hearts to the ful 
[following after him. Ic was S. Paxls motive 
to the Corinthians. 1 Epiſtle 15. 58. per- 


wading them: to be ftedfaft, unmpveable,| 


alwayes abounding in the work of the Lord ; 
oraſmuch as they knew that their labour was 
not invain inthe Lord, We doe not follow 


Yafter ſhaddows and phancies, following the | 


JLord,but we ſeek for glory, honour, immor- 


Hilarion had when he was to die; Go ont, | Egrederes 
| quid {mes 2 
| egredere 4- 


nims med, 

id dubitas ? 
eptugints 
<tr 
ſervifti Chri- 


| flo, & mortem 
thmes Hiero.| 


in vita cjus; 
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a glorious kingdam,, ancrernal inhericance 
the glory of heaven;the treaſures of the ricky 
of 
onr hearts fully co him , It was an argument 
that S.P ul uſed to work upon his own ſpiri 
withal, Phil,3.14-7 preſs toward the mark for 
the priſe of the high calling of God in Chriſt, 

How full is the word of many mens ſpirits 
in their working after ſome poor, licele,ſcant 
good in this world ? whereas if they had all 
the world, chey had but an empty husk, in 
compariſon of that glory that is ſer before 
ns: They pantafter che very duſt;what cauk 
is there then, that our hearcs ſhould pane 10 
| the ſtrong workings of them , after thok 
high and glorious things, that are reſerved 
in heaven for us * Ir was the goodneh 
of the land of Canaan, thar was a ſtrong 
motive to draw Caleb and lofrnahs hea 
fully afrer che Lord, through many difficul:ies, 
Canaan Was but a dark Type of the glory c 
Heaven, which God hath promiſed ro reward 
the ſull followers of himſclt withall, Ic was 
once a ſpeech of A»ſtin,If a man ſhould ſerve 
God zcalouſly here 1000.years, yet ſhouid 
he not thereby deſcrvedly meric to be one 
half day'in heaven. Let us be as forward, let 
our hearts be as ſtrong and zealousin Gods 
wayes # poſſibly they can be yer 1 may fay 
as Abigail did to David in that particula 
, | eaſe. /x ſhall not. repent my Lord when he come! 
into his Kingdome ; 10 it ſhal never repent 
tnatny thing thatever you have done " 
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| calicy;we follow after anincorruptiblecromſ} 


himſelf are ſet before us, to draw up 
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dome, Burtif it were poſſible there could 
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{ſorrowin heaven, you would be ſorry. 
you did no more. It wss a ſpeech of one|. 


Gordius 8 Mattyr, thar the threats of his ene- 
mies were bur as ſeeds, from which he ſhould 
reap immortality, and etervall joys ; ſo all the 
hardſhip and troubles that we meet wichall 
in our way here, in following the Lord, are 
iocreaſers of that glory that is to be revealed: 
why then ſhould any thing hinder us,or ſtop 
us in our way? And thus I paſs to the 34 thing 
propounded in this Uſe,namely,toſhow what 
are the cauſes that hinder men from following 
the Lord fully, and they are five eſpecially, 
which I ſhall butname. 

Firſt, low apprehenſtons that men have of 


greatneſſe ; ſurely they know not God, and 
therefore ic is that their hearts work ſo poorly 


ſon > For they know not me, ſaith the Lord. As 


they would be valiant for my truth : They 
that know wy Name, faith the Pſalmiſty] P/«. 


that know Gods Name, will love him, will 


aftec him. The knowledge of all tfnchs con- 
cerning heaven and hell, or any other thing 
that can be known, cannever raiſe, can never 
inlarge the kearts of men ſo. after the Lord 
as the knowledge of God ae ; and there- 


9.10.they will pat their truſt in thee; {o they| 
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| the Lord, when you come ibto you King-] 
that 


| 


God ; they ſee not God inhis glory, in his] 


afrer him, Jer 9. 3.T hey are not valiant for | 
the truth upon t he earth: 20d what is the rea-| 


ifbe ſhonld ſay, Did they know me,certainly}| 


feare him, wil be zealous for,wil follow fully 


| 


fore] 
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|cauſe why many doe ſo ſhrink in the 
| wetting, when they come to ſuffzr anything! 


| ſeſſion of the heart,” chen how Hard /isit eo 
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though be be loliciofaliowed. eggs 


| not fully follow after the Lord ; theirhearts 


bled, the triictisof God not deeply rooted at 
firſt, rheir ſoules not well principled, the 
foundation not well laid : 1f men be notwell 
principled ar firſt; in theirentrance into the 
| Wayes of God, they are like to prove but 
| thuflers, and: bunglers in Religion all their 
| duyes; If Cloath be nor wrought well at the 
| firt;though ic ſhewes faire inthe Loom,yet-it 
wilt ſh4nk when it comes to wetting : the 


inthe wayecs of relipI,on, itis, becauſe their 
hearts Were not wel wrought i ac firſt. 

A third caufe is the ſireeg; h of ingage- 
ments ; their hearts are ſo wrapr in them, ſo 
glued to rhemas it is exceeding painfull to 
get them looſned from them,they are {o near 
anddear to'a corrapt hearts As it is ſaid of 
Eſan, he looked on the pottage, and it was 
(o red; ſochey lookupantheir ingagements, 
and they are fultof content ; 1t is ſo prievous 
to bhetaken ef from them , that they hes 
ſuffer their hearts robe raken off from God 
himſelf : when engag ements have taken pol- 
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| It is hard to get-che mind'to view the truths| 


work any thing vpoh the judgments of men? 


of God, to get- it'e6- ſeea;eh ink&'therh, x6 


| "Secondly; unfound beginningsinths pro. 
feflion of religiong are the caufe why men do 


[ar&not threaghly broken, nor deeply ham<«| 


conſider 4 
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| 8 * od fully. 
conſider of them'; | itis ready 'to eloſe' with 
the leaſt objeRion againſt them: to' catch 
hold'sf theleaſt advantage to caſt 'them off; | 
and if truths be fo cleare as a man cannot bur 
ſee them, as conſcience for the preſent is 
over- powred withthem, yer if the hearr be 
not taken off from ingagements,it well fetch 
abovt again, to ſeeif ſomething may not be 
potren againſt thoſe truths, ro break the 
ſtrength of them ; but where the heart is 
taken off from ingagements, how ealily doe 
the truths prevail? how ſoon is the heare 
{brought fully to cloſe with them ? 2 Sam. 22, 
33.God,faith D avid, maketh my way perfet : 
the word is, He frees my Way, Solvit, loit is 
tranſlated by ſome, He frees it from ſnares ;| 
and this js a great mercy. Hence Pſa, 18.32. 
where this thinkſgiving of D avid is again re. 
peated, there the word is tranſlated Dedit, 
He hath given my way to be perfett ; this 
is a good pift indeed, for God ro make a 
mars wayes free and cleare before him, to 
take off the tempta:10ns thac did ingage and 
inſoare his ſpirit ; and then as v.34 of that 
pl:cein Samnel, He makheth my feet as Hind: s 
ſect; O how ſwiftly and powerfully then 
[may the ſovl run in Gods wayes whea it is 
\rhus freed 1 P/a 119.44,45. 1 foal keep thy 
law continually for ever and ever, and 1 will 
\walk at liberty, When the heart is at liberty, 
then it goes on continually for ever and ever, 
in following after the the Lord : bor if there 
o5ny ſecret ingagement in it, it will Z 
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A gracious Spirit, 


' A fourth thing that hinders men info 


of their own reſolutions, not in any ſtrength 
that they reccive out of the fulneſle of Jeſus 
Chriſt ; they cruſt more to their own pro- 
miſe,chan to Gods. Luther reports of Srawps- 
cine a German Divinegthat he acknowledged 
of himſelf,that before he came to underſtand 
aright the tree and powerfull grace of Jeſus 
Chriſt,that he vowed and reſolved an bun- 


dred times againſt tome particular fin, and 
never could get power overit,at laſt he ſaw 
the reaſon to b:,the truſtiog co his own re» 


ſolutions, 
A fift cauſe is the mceting with more. difh- 


culciesin Gods ways than we made account | 
| of: when Chriſtians think onely of the good 


and ſweet that they (hill meer with in Gods 


| chere: Chriſti-ns ſhould ar the firſt entrance 
| iato Gods waycs, expe the urmoſt difficul- 


wayes; but they caſt northeir choughrs, what 
the troubles are like to be that they ſhall find 


inchem ; like /o/eph, wto dreamed of his] 


preferment and honour that he ſhould have 
abovehis b ethrcn, butdreame not of his 
ſelling inio Egypc, nor of his impriſonment 


| a man chat is fereered, can neither ge a pace 


| a0T Ccontinge long, WMA! 


ing God fu!ly,itis, going out in the ſtreagth 


ties; they ſhould enter upon thoſe termes, 
co incounte. with great troubles, if chby 
meanto follow God fully in them. Ir is a 
ſhame for any Chriſtin to account any 
c:ouble that he meets withal in. Gods wayes, 


to be as a ſtrange thing unto him. ke 
| | ' the 
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the Lord bad taken S,Paxl a5'a choſen vel- 


deales 
with him in his firſt entrance into. his way, 
As 19 16.1 will pew him how geat thing s k 
weſt ſuffer for my Names ſake. 

But whac then wilcake off the heart, and 
carry it fully after the Lord ? 

Theſe chree things will do it. 

Firſt, che reall ight,and thorow. ſenſe of 
fin as the greateſt evil. When God leads his 
people weeping, and with ſupplicacions,then 
he brings them intoa ſtr:ight way, Whercin 
they ſhall not ſtumble, /:r.31. 9. and again, 
1 Zer.50.4,5.the Lord ſaith, that his peopl- ſhal 
goe Weeping, and ſeek the Lord their God, 


1 


| thither-ward, ſaying, Come, let us joyn onr 
ſelves to the Lordin a perpetuall covenant that 
| /hal not be forgotten, When they ae led weep- 
ifg in the through ſenſe of their ſin,thentheir 
faces are ſet toward Z'oy, and then they are 
willing tojoyn themſelves co God ina per- 
petuall covenant. 

The fecond thing that wil take off the 
heart fully, is the cleare ſight of God in theſe 
ewo conſiderations, 

1.inrelation to our ſelve:,to ſee how there 
is al goodin him for us to enjoy fully though 
we have nothing but him alone ; wha: ever 


ſo faras is good for vs, itisto be had in him ; 


[when the ſoul is throughly convinced of th's, 


jecomes off ſweetly,and flows fully after the 


Lord. T3 _ 2.Confidec 
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they ſhall ask the Way to Zion, with their faces | 


| {| ſcllunto himſelf, and -purpoſed ro draw his | 
; | -beartfully after himzobſerve how 


| 


| 


we would have in any creature, in- any Way | 


. 2. Confider God in relatiou to all: other 
good 1; thas, thar nothingelſchath any.;rxat 
goodnesinit,' but inreference and fabvrdi=| 
"nation to him. rf 
' The third thing that will take off the heatt 
f | fully, is the feare of God, and the feare.of 
eternity powWe!:fully falling upon- the: ſoule, 
and deeply taking impreffion inc : For the 
| fear of God,rake that place, 2 Cor.2.1, Per- 
| fe your boline(ſe in the-feaxe of God,The fear 
of God is a great meanes-to bring your holi- 
nefſeto perfeion; and for. the ſecond, that 
place in Ph#l.2.12. work: ont your ſalvation 
withfeare and trembling, The fear of the e- 
ternall ſalvationot che*foul, of the infinite 
conſequence of ir, will cauſe us to labour to 
work 1t Out> | Y 
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| That it i the choyceneſſe of a mans Spirit 
that canſes tim to follow God fully, | 


'T7Rom the reference that this following: of | 
Dot. 3, '&4 God fully hathtothe excellency *f Caleb; 
ſpirit; the Dofrine cthatariſeth is this, That 
it ss the cheyteneſſe and excellexcy of « mans 

| Spirit that cauſeth him to fi How God fully,” As 

| Comets'thar are called blazing ſtars," do 
| ſoon vaniſh, becauſe of the baſenefſe of the 
' mateer dult 6f which they are; buc ſtars in the 
| firwamentcontinne, becauſe they are of an! 
| heavenly ſubſtance: ſo thereare many blazing} 
c profeſſors| 
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| Way ; bnt the wicked ſpall fall. Exck, 36.26, | 


| and yee ſhall keep my judgements, and do them. | 


ſpirit of which we have ſpoke ſo much before} 


preſence of God with him chan any other, 
man can have;ſuch a man is nearerunto God 
thanothets, he hath more of che nature of 
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profeſlorg of religion, who, riſe high, for 2 | 
while,buc arhaſt the cope rag cauſe | 
their Spi Its are baſe and vile;but thoſe who | 
have heavenly and choyce Spirits, they po | 
on in their way,and finiſh their courſe to the | 
honour of God and his truth, Prov.11.5. 
The righteouſneſſe of the ptrfeft ſhall dire his | 


27.4 new heart will I give you, anew Spi- 
rit will 1 pat withis you, 8&c. And atter ic fol: | 
lows, And cauſe you to walk in my $ takutes, | 
This new ſpirit will cauſea man to'walk in} 
Gods Statutes ; a man of ſuch a ſpirit” ſhall } 
certainly keep his judgements, and doe them | 
even to the end. It is not ſtrength of parts | 
that will carry a manthorow, nor ſtrengrh'of} 
Argument, nor ſtrength of conviction; nor 
rength of natural conſcience,nor ſtrengthof| 
reſolution, nor ſtrength of comon grace; it is 

only this choyce excellent ſpirit ; that other 


Inthis point I ſhall follow theſe 3. things. | 
1 Weſhal ſhew what there is inthis ſpirit } 
that deth carry ona man fully. 
> Why only this can doe it, 
3 Apply.t. 
For the firſt, it is the choyceneſſe of a mans 
ſpirit that cauſeth a man to gofully after God: | 


For, | 
x By this aman comes to have a more full] 
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goodneSinit; but inreference and r 
"nation to him. y Arft 2 ' 
* Thethird thing that will take off the heatr 
| fully, is the feare of God, and the feare.of 
eternity powe!: fully falling upon the! foule, 
and deeply taking impreffion in'ic : For the 
fear of God,rake that place, 2 Cor.2.1, Per- 
| feft your boline(ſe in the feare of God.The fear 
of God is a great meanes-to bring your holi- 
neſſe to perfe&ion; and for. the ſecond, that 
placein Phil.2.12. work: ont your ſalvation 
withfeare and trembling, The fear of ' the e- 
ternall ſalvationotf che-ſoul, of the infinite 
conſequence of ir, will cauſe us to labour to 
work 1t'out> | ov 
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That it i the choyceneſſe of a mans Spirit 
| that canſes him to follow God fully, | 


'T7Rom the reference that this tollowing of } 
'& God fully bath tothe excellency of Caleb; 
ſpirit rhe Dofrine thatariſeth is this, That 
it ts the choyceneſſe and excellexcy of « mans 


' Spirit that cauſeth him to fillow God fully, As 

| Comets that are called blazing ftars," do 

| ſoon vaniſh, becauſe of the baſenefſe of the 

' matcer out'6f which they are; buc ſtars inthe 
 firmament continne, becauſe they are of an}' 
| heavenly ſubſtance: ſo thereare many blazing} 
| ; profeſſors|[ 
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| Way ; bnt the wicked [ball fall. Exch, 36. 26, | 


| «udyee frall keep my judgements, and do them. 


ſpirit of which we have ſpoke ſo much before} 


thanothets, he hath more of che nature of 


BELL 


.* 


tt th 


profeflors of rUligion, who. ri © high, for 2 
while Dara they come to ni thiog, becauſe | 
their Sp {ts are baſe and vile;but thoſe who | 


have heavenly and choyce Spirits, they go 
on in their way,and finiſh their courſe to the 


honour of God and his truth, Prov.r1.5. | 
The righteouſneſſe of the ptrfet hall dire his | 


27.4 new heart will I give you, anew Spi- 
rit will 1 pat withis you, 8c. And atter ic tol: | 
lows, And cauſe you to walk in my Statutes, | 


This new ſpirit will cauſea man to walk in 
Gods Statutes ; a man of ſuch a ſpirit” ſhall } 
certainly keep his judgements, and doe them 
even to the end. It is not ſtrength of parts 
that will carry a manthorow, nor ſtrengrh'of} 
Argument, nor ſtrength of conviction; nor| 
rength of natural conſcience,nor ſtrength of] 
reſolution, nor ſtrength of c6mon grace; it is| 
only this choyce excellent ſpirit ; that other 


Inthis point I ſhall follow theſe 3. things. 
1 Weſhal ſhew what there is in this ſpirit } 

that deth carry ona man fully. | 
> Why only this can doe it, 
3 Apply.tt. 

For the firſt, it is the choyceneſſe of a mans 
ſpirit that cauſeth a man to gofully after God: | 
For, 

x By this aman comes to have a more full} 
preſence of God with him than any other 
man can have;ſuch a man is nearerunto God 


. > : " 
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T 4 Go 


"Y Þ, 
| God than others; is more capable of the pre- 
ſence of God than others; and God delights|. 
to let out bimſelf more to him chan to others, 
Theſe are filed with all the fulneſſe of Gerd, ac-| 
cording to that expreſſion of - the Apoſtleſ 
Eph.3.19.Now this fulnefle of God in their 
ſpirits, maſt needs carry them on; becauſe jt}, 
ſo ſatisfies them, as they feele no need of 
other things. Empty ſpirits are alwayes ſuck: | 
ing and drawing of comfort from the crea- 
| tures that are about them,and hence it is that 
| their hearts are taken off trom God ſo much. 
| Again, a ſpirit that is filled with God, is not 
ſo ſenſible of any evils chat are without, ſo as 
empty ſpirits are;wsit is in the body when f. 
it is filled with good nouriſhment, with good } 
blood and ſpirits, it is not ſenſible of cold, 
and alteration of weather as the body that is 
'| empty, and filled onely with wind. 

Secondly the choyceneſlſe of a mans ſpirit 
raiſcth it ro converſe with high things, and fo 
carries it above the rubs, the ſnares and hin- 
| derances thatare below; and being above 
theſe,ic goes 0n freely aud fully in its courſe, 
and is notin that danger of miſcarrying as 
f other poor ſpiri's are,who converſe ſo much 
! . |withthechings upon the earth : as Birds tha 
flye high are nor catched by the Fo«ler, they 
| aren»ttaken by his merwings , by his net 
| Or pitſail,ſo as others are, who are much be- 
{ low up-n the ground. Prov. 25.24. T he way 
| of life is above to the wiſe that he may depart 
from hel beneath , It is the keeping in his way 
| above, that delivers him from che danzers 
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& ſnares that are laid for him belo w.Thun- 


and lighrnings, tempeſt and Cormes, 
make noalteration in the higheſt Region; ſo 
the threats and I againſt che way 
ofgodlineſle, and all the troubles that the 
woridcauſeth, make no alteration in bea- 
venly hearts that keep above. When 
cree growes low, it is fubje to be bitten b 
the beaks, but when it isggrown up on hig 
it is out of danger, The lower the heart is,r 
nearer the earth, the more danger ; bat when 
it is got np on high, the danger is paſt ; and 
now whar ſhould hinder ic from the full gro- 
Wing upto the full meaſure of it in Chrift> 
Thirdly, the choyceneſle of a mans fpiri 
changeth his end, and ſocarrieth bim vn 
after the Lord; for when the end is cha 
ged, all is changed ; there are bot particul 
changes it is a certain argument that th 
higheſt end is not changed z but wh 
that is changed, there muſt of neceſlicy be a 


ſympathy berween- one creatuae and. a- 
. nother, 
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| Hather, ix is alwayes between che hgh | 
of thoſe creatures z waereloever incl NALUTES! 
are-found; there will be chis agreement.” Wei 
may {ce ir more clearly inthat which is: cone 
erary;the contrariety of nature Which we cz 
Avitpathy ir is not beeween any particulars 
fo mych, as between the whole natares of 
chings;as between the Wolfe and the Sheep, 
there is ſuch acontrariety,Now the nacure of 
the Wolfe: is not contrary ſo much ro any 
particular Sheep, but co the whole nature of 
Sheep 44- + whereſocyer,, the nature of ; it 
is found; - and therefore.to all Sheep. Thus 
it is in the ſonl,whberethere is ſach. a, king of 
oppoſitzon of ir agaialt (19, it'is not again 
' ary particulac (in ſo rauch,as againlbthe whole 
nature of (tn, whereſoever it 1$;10 where there 
is ſuch anagreement,wbich we cal a ſympathy, 
tis not ſomuch wich any particular way of 
; holineſſe,or particular Act,bucwiththe whole 
nature of holines whereſoever iti-tound, and 
therefore ſuch a ſoul muſt needs follow God 
{ully. Again, ſympathies doe alwayes work 
 withour labour and pain,and therefore. where 
there is fuch an agreement berween the frame 
of the bearr,and the wayes of God,the heart 
muſt neeeds work fully, becauſe ic works de- 
_ Hightfully : and yer further, chisagrezableneſs 
| of ſympathy is. deeplyrooted in the veryyprin-| 
ciples of che creature, it 'is founded in the 
very being of it,acid therefore it mult needs] 
wo k ſtrongly & conſtantly, Vain reaſoning, 
carnall objeQions,ſubtill arguments, ſtrong] 


oppolitions can never prevailagain that ſoul, 
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Il | where there TH S—_— 
£59 jHer reen the fr ame. of it, Er of 
Ve] lholinefſe.But that you may ſee further whar 
|a wounderful agrecableneſle grace makes; be- 
| tween the ſpirits of the godly,and the law. of 
| God,which is,the Rule of thoſe wayes where. 
in God would bave the foul to follow hi 
| ins obſerve the ſeverall exprefſions by whic 
the Scripture ſets it ont, 
| Firſt, is is Written in the Tables of their 


| hearts, 
Secondly, it is their meditation day and 
night ,P/al.1. | 
Thirdly, itis the joy of their fouls, Pſal. 
I19-14.ver.and 47.ver. 
; Fourchly, they love it abovegold, above 
neg Y 
F ty cher hearts breake for the longing i 1] 


EO 


bath after it, 
 Sixthly, they lift up their hands to it, P/* 


119.48. 
Seventhly,their mouths talke of it, P/a.11 9/ 


I3 .ver,& 40.ver. | 
- Fighthly, their feet run in it, P/al.119.32- 


| Nintbly, their ſoule keeps it, P/al.119, 


167" 
Tenthly, they will never forget it, wn | 


119.16, 
/ Eleventhly, - they give optheir members 


inſtrments of the righteouſnes of it, Roms.6 


Ls 
And laſlly,co pame no more(though there 
be many more expreſfions in Scripture to ſet 


1} [this our) chey apply their heartsto it, to oy 
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' x man to fook to his duty, and notts rep 


| of this it is nor want of convition what 
{ſhould be done, bur the reaſonings of their 
heart about the hard and troubleſome conſe- 
ences that will follow, if che things be 
one:bur a true gracious hetre faith only, Lex 
me know what is my duty,let the right be done, 
though heaven and earth meet together. 


Sixthly, the choycenefle of a mans ſpirit 


cauſerta man, that if he doth Iook at any 
conſcquences,that may follow upon this w 

he looks only at the laft iſſue of all, what his 
way will prove in his laſt concluſion, how 


things will go with him when he 'comes to} 


the laſt triall, what will be the a/timate end 
ofal:wil it then be peacepſhalI then be glad 


| of theſe wayes I now walk in ? 


| weak ſpirits. Moſt men have their ſpirics 
| formed and faſhioned acco:ding to ſenſitive 
| objets ; it ts not what they apprehend inab- 
| traQt notions, that works vpon them let them 
be what they will;yet,when they have rodeal 
with fer. fitive things, the ſweerneſſe, defires- 


| bleneſſe, glory of them, works the molt pb- 


werfully;their hearts are altered according c0 


7 


caem, and chis is great , weaknefſe, and an} 


| 


bee impreſſion that they leave upon 


what may follow. The thing that hinders 
moſt in their following theord,it is want] 


Seventhly,the choycenefle of a mans ſpirit} 
ſtrerghthens it againſt che impreſſions that | 
ſenſitive objeRs uſe to leave upon ſoft and] 


effeminate 
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| | Fitthly, this choyceneffc of Spirit canſeth| 
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{flcfeminare ſoftneſfe of ſpirit: Hence the word | 


wifoft ſpirited men.This diftemper inthe 
rs} 1's like chat in the fleſh, when it is co 

| 8|with che dropfie ; the fleſh, is ſofc,and it you 
I] pur your finger co it,the impreſſion of your 


| 


| #pright ths wilt ſo:w thy ſelf upright ; the 
| word tranſlaced »pr 5ght, ſignifies frong aud 


| perfeRion. 


' 


| ſpirit,tbat carriesit on ful'y after the Lord ; 
| Now there muft of neceſlicy be-this, or elſe| 


{ and therefore there mult be ſomething in tbe 
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eanflated Effewinate, 1 Cor.6 9. ſignifies 
_ 


fioger ſticks in it,& pits the fleſh ; ſo the im» 

preſſion of ſenſitive objets, ſticks in deſtem: | 
pered, weak {ft ſpirits,as it was in the other 

Spies, who were ſent with\C a/c and Foſongh; 
the terrible things they faw inthe land, luck 
mightily in their hearts, they brought with { 
them the impreſſion of chem faſtneg, in their 


tranſlation of the Greek Tranſlators, itis, 
| They brought the fear of the land with them, 
| But chis choiceneis of ſpirit that was in Caleb, 
and is in thoſe who were truly godly,keepeth | 
from this : and there muſt be this firmneſle in 
| the ſpirit ofa man,or elſe it will neyer carry 
| bim after the Lord fully,2Sam.22 26.9ith the 


| perfe&Z: There is required ſtrength, & that mare 
[chan ordiracy t00,tocarry oa the ſoule to 


Thus you ſee what there is in this choice 
th's full following of the Lord wilnever be, 


nothing elſe will doc it. And that ; 
I.Becauſe the Wayes of God are ſupernatural, 


* he” i $ It's 
| 3 © * 


ſpirits:hence Na4m.13.33. according £0 the | ; 


#piric of a, man whick is (nn tt 
| that 


| 
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| #aturall in the ſpirits of godly meo, 'we 


j 0 x waycs than they walk in ; Which they 


— 


thatmuſt reach to them z this which'is per [[\" 


in the effe&s,and we kriow it 1$'above reaſoth4h* 
'and all naturall principles whatſoever. But\* 
whatit is,is very hard co expreſſe;and there/\} 
fore men of parts in the world, are mad to ||=ll** 
ehink;that any ſhould imagine,that thoſe who 
are of weaker parts thanthemſelves, ſhould 
have any thing in them, ro carry them on in 


do ide underſtand, becauſe they do not know |||® 
what tft fame thing is which is called ſwper- |[| ® 
nathrall;g&y wil rather think it a conceit and ||{l 


| 


fancy,than any reall excellency,becauſe they |} © 
can apprehend other things better than |||! 
others,they think,why ſhould chey not appre- |J| 
bend this better than others,ifthere were any || 4 
reall excellency in it. | 10 
2, The wayes of God are not onely above 
wature,but contrary to nature, and therefore 
there muſt be needs, ſome ſpecial choiceneſſe ||! 
of ſpirit,co carry a man on in them ; thereſÞ|f 
muſt be a contrary ſtream to overpower the |] |© 
tream of Nature, and this ſtream muſt be fed | | |< 
by ſome living fant31in,or elſe there wil never || |* 
be.a bolding our. In followiug after the Lord, || | 
all naturall abilities,and common” grace will | | | 
doe no more bur ftop the ſtream of corrupt | || * 
natur;they cMtnot ſo overpower it,as tocarry | ||| 
the ſoul another way; bur the work of grace in | || 
this choiceneſle of ſpirit will doe it, T ik 
'3.The ſtream of times,and examples of men, | ||' 
are exceeding ſtrong; and it is not a hittle| 
matter that will carry on the” ſoul" again] 


them: 
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7 Withem, | The dead fiſh is: carried down the j” 


iſmatonghte win ernto blow ial 
4.40184 naturatee the ſoule will no more | 
1][belpa man: againſt the fream of exanyptes, | 
[{chan-the winde cancary che dead fiſh up the 
[}ftreans 5 (bur if there: were life purinco-the 
fiſh,it were able then co move againſt the | 
wind and (tream too. | | 
4. There are ſo wnny ftrong alluring temp- 
tations, wherein the wiles, | ſabtiſties, depths | 
of Satan,are very powerfal to draw the heart 
aWay from God, thar except there be ſome | 
ſpeciall work of Gods prace to give wiſdom | 
ro difcern the decEits of fin,to make the ſoul | 
ſpirituslly ſubtil,rto find out the canning de- 
vices of Satan,and to diſcerne the danger of 
them,the ſoul moſtcertainly conld never hold 
on in. the way of its following after” the 
[Lotd. 
| $. There are ſo many troubles oppoſutions tha | 
[it Meets withall in this way, that moſt 'cer- | 
{tzinly would drive it out,were it not for ſome. | 
|choyce work of Gods -grace in it ; but this | 
choiceneſle of ſpirit wil carry a man though 
[ail them + It is Gods promiſe, Eſa 59,19. 
T hat When the enemy fhal come in like & floods 
the ſpirit of the Lord ſhall lift up a frandard: 
againſt him, We made uſe of this Seirpture 
before,for oppoſitions; of ſtrong corrupti- 
Ons; bur it is true here now, for the reſiſting 
[of ſtrong ſpirittall enemies,of ſtrong oppolt» | 
| J{tions;when they come in like a flood agaialt 
| | þthe ſoul, to carry it out of Gods wayes, the | 
| 1 | Spirir of God in'it doth life up-a fantdord #1 
| | | : ga ; 
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againſt them, & were it not for this, it could 


' tutionof the ſoul,that makes if induce -che 


| oppoſicions that it meets withal, An aguiſh 


here may be greater than thar- which ariſeth 
from a good conſtitution, but it is not able 
to reſiſt cold; ſo there may be natural violence 
in.a mans ſpirit for a while, in the profeſſion 
of religion,wbich may ſeem to be zcal, but 
not arifing from the good conſtitution of 
the ſoul,when troubles come, it vaniſhes, piy- 
ing no ſtrength acall. 


aches that riſe againſt the ways of God, ſo 
many aſperſions that are caſt upon them, that 


if a man bath not morethan an ordinary ſpi- 


rit.he moſt certainly will be offended : Bleſ 
ſed are they that are not offended in me, (aith 
Chriſt. Ic is a great bleſſing when there falls 
out ſcandals,& when we ſce grievous aſperfi- 
'6ns.caft upon Gods wayes, yet not to be of- 
fended;there needs be ſome more than or- 
dinary lighe to diſcover to a man, the cer- 
eainty of thatgood there is in the wayes of 
God;he had need be fure of his principles, 
and know in whom he hath beleeved. 

7. Tea,God many times hides himſelf from 
hu ſervants while they are following af ter bim; 


{ and chis oftentimes proves the ſoreſt temp- 


tation of all, and a greater diſcouragement 
than al the reſt ; fur as for Oppoſitions, 
Scandals, Reproaches, theſe are things they 
make account of,and can often lightly paſſe 
them over; but when God hides his face, this 


puts 
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not; hold : Itis this good and ſound conſti- | 


6, There are ſo many Scandals and Repro- 
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| cho'oppoſitions Re ite withity Front then ; 
for the Setiprtite (hich, HY api 4 the hang, 
| re endured the poſſe: bur when his Father 


meg nt FIT Re” þ 


\f'wears drops' of watet and bfovd, 


whit t6' doe, Chriſt wat not 


rife 
4 <>E r&protch& of deii;, at 


velit 


Bis hisfateFfofh Hin, then he was int an a+ 
fk ten Hi's pit be; iri'to be atnatzed? che 
out wits ſ6trowfull ro' Hit death , [che 

tie falls grovelirig on' the growhd, then 


eriesout, My Gol,ry God why' b; 
ſakes mt ? Thele ſiticaall deſertid 
de egree,G ods ſetvancs often Ae 
their way,ſo as if they Had" not, chvice = 
ſome ſpecial nork of God ittHeit ſoul __— | 
would certainly fall arid fitk iri'it, Now! 
all cheſerogecher, and we ſte, itis 'n Filly 
ordinaty ſpirit that islike to 26 of 
che Lord;ic ruſt needs be fome ap rec 
dinaty chat preſerves a ſpark i is che millſt of 
(> 


A wn 


eve | 


wayts, that preſerves a' can 
chidft « of ſtorrtis and reinpeſts: 
Never wonder chen,of be offtndet, ro-f 


ring bo its. thoſe who ate oy, xÞ\ 
PROhet bet mb te got 

are not trouble etl iy "hci fy 
PT. ni es 


light in che| 


taiby rofl off from God : fer cab | Uſe r, 
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to be expe&ted from him; as om another ;' 
though the cauſe of God fell when be f A; 


no ſuch marcer ; if you ſee mens Ipiri 


ter vio!ence than their principles will beare 
I donot mean, though their affe&ions may 
ſometimes goe beyond their knowledge; but 


God in their hearts, as one may perceive in 
ſome,there are not graces rooted ſutable to 
their expreſſions and outward ways ; and 
when you ſee not an evenne(ſe in the wayes of 
| mex,then never expe&t from them any full 
following of the Lord:10d if they fal off, be not 
troubled, let it be no more than you made ac- 
of before. hand would be. 
Hence the world is miſtaken, who judge 
it ſtoutneſſe and ſtubbornneſle of ſpirit in 
Gods ſervants, that will go on inthe ways 
of godlineſs; they area kind of inflexible peo- 
ple,there is no per {wading of them, there. is 
no dealing with chem. No, it is no ſtubborn- 
| neſs,it is the choyceneſs of their ſpirits that 
makes them co doe as they doe; you judge ir 
[ſtabbornneſs, becauſe you do not know the 
principles upon Which they goe. I confeflegif| 
I ſee a man ſtand conſtantly in his way, and] 
will not be moved by the perſwaſions of o. 
thers,if | doe not underſtand the reaſons np- 
on which he goes,I cannor but think ir ſtout- 
neſle,and this is your caſe, bur. if you did but 
know whatare their reaſons, what are their 
powerfull motives,thatdraw them on in the 
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wayes of God, 398, WH EI IT! 
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from another ; as 


ſlighr,carthly,ſenſuall,or carried with a grea- || 


by principles 1 mean the rooted graces of 
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thoughts of them, Their ſp5ritg Wiehin thew 
conſtr aig them , as Elibslayes of himſelf in 


Take theſe convincements, thatit is not 
ſtubbornneſſe, bur cho cenetle of Sxiric that 
carries them on ſo unmovcable intheir way, 
1, Inother things they areas yeeldable, as 
tratable,as eafic to be periwaded 8s any menz 


itis only in the matter of the Lord their God} 
they are thus. 1 hey can beare burthens upon | 
their ſhoulders and cry out, and reſt as little | 
as 8ny;zif you will compell them to go a mile, | 
they. will be content,if they may doe good,to | 


g0twWo;yen,as fare as the ſhoves of- the pre- 
paration of the Goſpel of peace will carry 
themz who can bear wrongs and injuries 
from men better than they ? Stubborn ſpiri- | 
ted men cannot do thus, | | 
2. Stubborngeſle is joyned with deſire of 
revenge; but in theſe diſpoſitions, there is al 
pity & compaſſion;they pray for thoſe who| 
doe oppoſe them;when they are reviled, they 
revile not again;if ſomtims their corruptions 
ſhould be ſtirred, they are aſhamed and con- 
fonnded in'their own thoughts for that they 
have done, they. mourne and lament in the 
bitter neſſe of their ſpirits for it, 
3.Stubborne difpoſitions are not contraQ- 
ed on a ſuddenzit is by degrees, & continu - 
ance of time that alters nature; but this dil- 
poſition of being unmoveable in Gods waies 
comes rsanyt imes even of a ſudden, as ſoon 
as ever the heart is turned, which is an evi- 


| 


| 


dence of x new principle-put intoit. 
4-Stubborn _ 0 not uſe to ſeek God, 
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their heart is moſt broken with affliRtions ; 
} ſtout hearts, though in rheir proſperity are |. 
hn | unyeeldable, there isno dealing with them}fj| |. 
| then ;their heartsare preſently up;tf you move} | 
themito any thing they have no minde to,|ffl | 
their words areRout,their anſversare fierce; |} | 
but let aMiRions come, then, as 7/a 29.4. 
Their hearts are brought down, and they ſpeak | | 
4: one ont of the ground,and their ſpeech us low, | 
as one ont of the duſt then they are williog to |] | 
hearewhat you ſay.As the young Gallent that. 
| Solemon {peaks of inthe Prog. there was no} || 
ſpezking to him in his profperity ; but when} |! 
hisf-ſh and body were conſumed, then ve] | |1 
mgurns at the ls&,ard cries out, How have 1| || |f 
hated inſrution, ard my heart deſpiſed re-»' 
| proofe ! I have not obeyed the yoyce of my Tea: | | |\ 
chers,&cutnow,thoſethat are godly,iatheir| Þ| |f 
| prextelt M:Aions,when theirbeartsare moſt 
broken , When God humbles them moſtyſ Þ |t 
' even then they are moſt ſetied and'unmoven- 
| ble in that way they-walked in beforezandiir| | y 
| is then the ng their ſouls, that} I |t 
| they walked no-cloſer with God in ſc, then | 
the X 
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| p1ir,cocourage themſelvesin this, that ſure. 


| certainly kold opt. That which Chriſt faig for 


| bf « lurle frengeb.laigh Chriſt, and boſt keys 


"Pick lone tbe fight of zhy weakneſs 


chink with : yaur {ejves that there way he 


wof. 
4 #4 thoſe who hpve this excellent choice 


ly it will inabſe them to follow God ſully; let 
them know, 

Firft;that though they be Weake, ifcheir 
ſpirits be riphe,if of the right kind,they ſhall 


the cemfort, of the Church . of Philade/ 
phia,Re, 3.8.they may apply for theirs; he 


mY wer d,andb wot devied my name. A little 
ſtrength,if ; it-be right; it ic be the Rrevgth of 


0 1PSOPEgr Ve @.NAt ace that 
7 poor noturderſtand; 


ſomething = their ſpirits more than you| 


3 ſqund ſpixiz, jt will carry on the ſoul to keep 
(ods whey hy d,& inagic not to deny his Neme. 
y.theref ore is Chriſt filled with a 

Po 3p Ai grace, that gutpf his fulneſ: 
thop myſt receive grace for grace; thar ſpi 
ph b heb he is ſo plentiſully anointed, jt 


"Far 1 L am afraid my Spirit js not this choyc 
R Thad Fore ] ſhall not hold out i 

lowing tl 

Firſtzas 168 As humble Spirit in ſenke 
thy wepk and wants? - 
Secondly,that which peas Sys [ 
Weakly is it upon Pie groungs, and 


Q— 


Uſe 3. 
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thee cling and cleave unto Jeſus Chriſt? | 
Fourthly,when thou loſfeſt God in following 


him,art thou ſenſible ofthe want of his pre- 

ſerice,and doſt thon never leave crying and 
| ſeeking till thou enjoyeſt kim again ? Cer- 
eaioly, this is a true choyce ſpirit, that will 
| carry on fally in following the Lord, when 


and come to nothing, 

. If it be this choiceneſle of Spirit that 1s the 
 Ofeq, | onely thing that will fully carry after the 
£ | Lotd.ther'fet us learn to look to our ſpirits : 


| Keep thy heart with all diligence, for onr of it\ 


- | come thesſſues of life : Noe not, ſo mnch come 
| plainof temptations, oppoſtrions, troubles 
' you meet withall;bur louk to your ſpirits,8 


there need not be the ſpirit of feare ; for the 


are oppoſed one to another io the ſame place, 


judgements clear for God and his truth ;- as 


ledge ſhould be the ſtability of thoſe times ; 
ſo,trae wiſdome and knowledge preſerving 
the jadgments of men right. and ſound, are 
the ſtability of mens hearts. Take heed your 


otherwiſe of Gods ways,than you did before, 
to have other opinions of them. Though there 
may be many weakneſſes,yet if the es 

| e 


thouſands of glorious bypocrites ſhal vaniſh| 


all is well. If there be the ſpiritof love,and of} 
a ſound mind. there wil be the ſpitic of power;} | 
for theſe are joyned together by the Apoſtte;| Y} 
ſpirit of a ſound mind, and the ſpirit of fear, 


But wherein ſhould we look to our fpirits? | 
Firft.cake keed to your judgements,keep your | 


judgements come not tobe altered, to think| 


itis ſaid in E/e.33.that wiſdome and know. || 
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{be keperighc, al may do wel;bux 
Jibe gotinto the head, then. the ſoul is in a | 
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|dangerovs condition; as Le. 13.44. When the 
{Prielt ſhall look upon aleprous man, and ſee 
the plague is got into his head, the text faith, 
| He foal prononnce him utterly unclean for the 
plague 1s 5% his head. The Priclt was to pro- 
nonn ce none to be utterly unclean, but ſuch 
who had the plague in their heads. 
Secondly,labour to keep «conſcience clear, 
| take heed of pollution there, take heed of a 
breach in thy ſpirit there, for that wil weaken 
je much z Conſcience is the ſtrong Tower of 


tt. 


the ſtrength of the ſoul is gone, | 

Thirdly,|abour ro keep thy heart low arid 
{humble; when the fleſh ſwels,ic cannot bear 
any hard thing upon it; though a member 
{grows bigger when it (wels, yer ic grows 


{ weaker, ſoit is with the ſoule, | 
Fourthly,labour to keep the Spirit heaven- 
ly; Mixture of drofle wil weaken it, convince | 


thy ſoul that a little of the Creature wil ſerve 
{curn;to carry thee thorow this thy Pilgrimage 
wel enough.One told a philoſopher, If you 


ſwers him, And if you wil be content to feed 


[pon green bearbs,you need not pleaſe Dyonyſu0 
#.S0 if men would be conrear with a little in| 
the World,to bein a low & mean condition, | 


they need not flatter;thoſe things that draw 


ot move them atall, 
Sh 


Fifchly, 
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| 


${ ill becontent to plea/e Dionyns,yem need net | 
feed upon green hearbs. The Phileſpher an- 
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thy ſoul,if the Trath of God be gotout there, 


[others from following afcer the Lord, would |. 
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| motion but when afiQion ſtops the motion, 
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= Mcoinbling frarte, abiding in rhe fear of eke 1 
Lotd all && 4 | 


L tong ; the. fear»of the 
Lord'cauſerh mien to depart from-evil ; tiedi- 
tite thefear of theLord' continually. . _ 

_ Laſtly,keep thy Spirit continually working; 
many things have much power in ther while 
tlizy are in'morion,but weak when the moti. 
on ceaſeth ; ſin is very Rrong while it is in 


che truchs of God have more power over it;fo 
grace,while'itis aRing,ir is ſtrong, bur if it | 
growes dull,it growes weak, & is ſoon turn- | 
ed aſide. Thus we looking to oar Spirits, we 
ſhall be able ro follow the Lotd fully, and 
finiſh our courſe tn peace. 9 
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